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THE TRUB STORY of a REVOLUTION,

or what one of my Reviewers called

The Rushing Tragedy of Mungter Life".

Life at Cappagh from the Spring of 1914, to the Spring

of 1925, when all ended for us in a happy wedding.

by B.H, USSHER,




Year
1914

7

When we (Bavarley, Percy and f?inettlad down at Cappagh
for good, the atmosphere wag electric. Whispers told of
armg being smuggled into Ireland, North and South; it was
8ven reported that our N.T. (National School teacher), awoken
by the sound of motor cars in the small hours of the mo raing,
had geen the rifles on their way inlend, and it wag commonly
believed that General Richardson, of the Grange Volunteers,
"ho lodged in Iismore and who rented our woodeock shooting,
Was busy with more than sport. He was said to be ormganizing
8 southern army, in anticipation of Home Rule - then imminent
with Colonel Kirkwood (our agentg) first in command,and Colonel
Unfreville (our tenant in ola Cappagh House) hig second.
However this may ve (end the fumour is interesting as showing
what sort of speculationg surrounded us) the General and the
two Colonels were continually holding receptions in ol4
Cappagh House of the Unionigt gentry (and they were all
Unionist ), to which we were never invited. The sound of
Tthelr gathering carg cams to us through the woods, bug nobody
troubled the Giantg Rock Wwhich we oceupied ag intruders.

We were known to be Liberals, and that wag enough. The
Gulliaon., always kind, once asked us to a tennis party.
Hobody spoke to me except host sna hostess, though T remember
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putting in a good wora for the Royal Family, ag being decent
human beingg undegerving of the particular gpecies of brickbat
which was being hurled by those pregent who sugpected the
King of favouring Home Rule, Somebody boagted of evading
Death Duties, and I tactlessly gaid I 8uppoged he digliked
the policy of building Dreadnaughtg . These remarks were
received with hogtile 8ilence.

A few monthsg later, more than one of the party had given
his 1ife in the Great War, 1In fact, I geen to rémember being
told that all had been k1lled except my hugband ang my hogt,
"It is a pity®, Mildred Dobbg 88id to me one day, “"that you
publish your apiniuna, you lose all the influence you might
have had", And ghe added it Was generally supposed we were
50751‘:5.11:91;1: sples, gent over by Asquith to 8Py out the gituation,
We had coms Very naturally by Beverley's old 1nhe!ritam9. Hig
femily had lived in this quies valley before any of our then
neighbours were heard of. So the Supposition wag & st range
one, and I have often wondered since Whether more was not afoot
than we ever dreams of at the time. 014 Cappagh House would
have been guch a grand place in whigh To store armg! Near
& 8ea port, and full or hidden chambeys | It wag nf;mnaa, too,
that np Occagion wag ever lost by the z;ntrj' around for ag ing
lnsulting t hings about pointg of View which we did not con-
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sclously obtrude unduly. BEven the 0ld gentleman who one
day gave me a 1ift on hig carriage for a mile op 80, agked
me what ought to be done with the Liberal Government, and then
sngwered himself - "They ghould be hanged in a ruI!"
Personally, I wag more interested in gocial undartukinzl
than in politics, and wag very gumch surprised when I found
the neighbouring ladieg had no wish to become "United Irigh-
wannnF?t Mrs Umfreville did, indeed, attend a course of sewing
and unakarr clagses at our Village Hall, and once ghe samge
To a lecture on gome harmless subject by that good Queker
lady, Miss Pim; bus unfortunately Percy dropped in with hig
friend Padraie 0'Daly, then Secretary of the Gaelic League,
who proposed a h&arty Vote of thanks, saying that a meeting
in our Hall wag equal to a meeting of the Gaelic League (then
ﬁnpolitiunl‘} any day. That finighed poor Mrs Umfreville.
She got up and Tén out, and never came neay us egainl! Later
on, when we wWere hard put to it to finance the Indua;rial
Show which we ran for six years, we got hardly s subgeription
from anybody in the country houges, 1 shall never forget
our delighted agtonighment when Sergeant Johngon got five
8hillings from the Forsayeths . But then he wag a Sergeant.
0ld Mrs Walgh of Ballylemon, V,P. of the U.I., shared many
80 ungeemly joke with me of how willingly we would wave a

._3_
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Tarewell to them all from our shores and never miss them
after. We little dreamt we Wwould live to see them all go,
and %o wish them all back. Every empty houge has left the
country less able to pay ite way, and stands desolate in

its own little puddle of unemployment. In thoge days so
many, oh go many, geemed %o be Just unsympathetic pleagure-
seeking paresites, and when they began to boagt of maintel ning
their old ascendancy by force, it became only natural to
reply in gimilar accents. Hence arose the National Volunteer .
movement , of which John Redmond foresaw all the evil poten-
tialities, and which he tried to chain up ag a defence force,
ingtead of allowing it to drifs into rival 8ggression, Their
8xistence wag plaugible enough when Orangemen were threatening
to march to Cork. "What have you made the little loophole
for over your dad ry éour?', I agksd ol4d Downey "To shoot
the Orangemen on their lra&', he joked in reply. We all

took up the challenge of tﬁe North.

S8ir Edward Carson, in the Houge of Commong, July 23,1920:

“The arming of the South and Wegt lead to the arming of
Ulgter."

Bi; Edward Cargon, at the Ladies Grand Couneil of the
Primroge League, May 22, 1914:




I am not gorry for the armed drilling of t hoge who are
opposed to me in Ireland. i ; eertainly have no right to
complain of it; I gtarted that with my own friends.

I_.g%& The 0'Rehilly addressed a meeting in Dungarvan, where
Beverley evoked great applauge by declaring "There is at
least one Brotestant in this room", Hohody; however, wag
Prepared to support him when he ‘n;gzud ‘that Velunteer armg
should not be distributed broadecast, but should be kept under
réspongible cugtody. Percy, in netive Gostume, his young
face all aglow, I was told, sat on the platform. On his
retum he declared with solemn emphagis (words of graver
import than he inew) “Mother: I gg e Volunteer®, He
attended drill maat:l.uz; during hig Eagt ey hnlidﬂj;l, end later
on I found mygelf peinting a large wooden Target, and Sunday
after Sunday we superintended shooting in a Eravel pit with
two rifles,which I had carried home for the boys from Water-
Tord. (No wondex when these doings were noised abroad, ag
they doubtlegs Were, the poor gentry found it hard to be civil),
The lnstructor, an éxX-sergeant, joined up with geveral of the
Tellows when war broke out, and d44 ot return till 1918, a
survivor of Hux'ixi Bay, In fact, the war brought drill ang

*ifle practice to an end, for nobody (no ex-gervice man, ¢ hat
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is) wag lert tﬁ.t;aﬁh. Then, too late, it struck the
Government that herye Wwas material for reeruits. They
exhorted the gentlemen of Ireland to take an interegt in
the movement which they had hitherto ridiculed, Accord-
ingly, young Forgayeth suddenly appeared st a drill meet-
ing, and when he tried to improve the occasion, one of

the men made thig startling remerk: *“T¢ the Loxrd tould
the Kaiser in a dhream that he was goin' to git Irelend,
He tould him the hell of & big 116", Anothey man, however,
Who wag being invited to join the ?oluntaert, asked why he
should do it, and wag told he pight help to repel a German
invesion. He answered: "Let the German or the Engligh

f&ﬂ%{éw:{}

Hﬂnrt;halau, Trom whatever motive - geénerally perhaps

Come, it is all wan to me".

mere love of a 8Crap - men flocked to t?ﬂ recrulting offices
+
in numbers which will fAlever now be kmown, only to be turned

back in countless céses, on the most trivial of excuges (the

A
+ The town or Bthy sent g heavier percentage of men than
any other in the Britigh Commonwealth of Nat iong, except
one smell town in Scotland.

§ Aceording to a Royal Commission on the Rebellion, between
ré8ervists and recruits the contribution of the Nat ional
(Redmond's) Volunteers = 30,161, and of the Ulster Volunteers




914
~15

Torles were determined that. Redmond's offer of Volunteers
should appear to fall flat ! While BEnglish people were

asking 'lhr does not Iralléd play up?', Redmond wes de-
alnrinz that 'Irelund had & larger proportion of her sons
in the ririnz lina than either “EBnglend, Scotlend or Inlal'
The small firm of Heame, in Interfura was glad to keep
open 27 berths for sbgent men, and one of the directors,
retuming from a buginess trip to Leeds . and.ﬂiamdnahnm
told me Irish cities compared on the whole Tavourably

in the matter of recruiting. Again, I was told that

half the reeruits who presented themselves in Cork had to
be sent home egain, end in fairness it hag to be remembered
that Irelend's population, egpecielly in rural areas,
carries a heavy percentage of the unfits. This readinegs
to enlist spoiled the Unionist argument . Neither did ig
8ult the ergument that a war-work party of the farmers oy
aoéZEerl ¢lags should be tuming out swabs etec. galore at
Cappagh Houge. (The gentry would not join the party, al-
though invited by me. They eimply ignored it). When we
offered the big house to Captain Unfreville, as being

drier then his own older place, and suitable for recovery

from rheumatic fever, he declined without thanks, saying

+ Over 150,000 altogether, to whom Foch, before he died,
paid a uplendid tribute.
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114-15 he would not appreciate the Company of farmerg' dsughte rs.

(employed in meking swebgl!!). This was written on & post
card, if I remember rizht-.. Later, however, the offer became
irregistible, and the family took up resldence, in gpite of
the war-work party's presence. Once a week Mrs Unfreville
gave me kind laavn'tn use the dining room, and welcomed ug
with a Union Jaek flying over the back door. She entertained
& rivel tea party (not for war work) in the drawing room, and
my friends, who misged the piano which they usually played,
retaliated by singing “The Wearing of the Green" without ac-
Companiment. They cailad themselves the "evieted tenantsg®,
and called a proprietary piece of khaki alr.;th (not nuffini;nt
for a shirt) with which we werpe pregented, “"the rent",
Afferwards the Unfrevilles ook the Union Jack beck %o their
own house, and hung it out @ er our yard, where our men
promptly hoisted a green emblem. Populer feeling wag rising
about Eagter week, of recent cccurrence, and I feared what
might follow. So I asked to have my Union Jack retumed to
me, which it Wag, and I put it out of harm's way.

The work party, while ig lagted, completed nine hundred
articles, most of which were sent wherever our digpengary

Goctor (at the front) directed. Sinn Fein propeganda had
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begun, end the Red Cross was looked upon as one of John
Bull's pocket perquisites. So much go, that when the
R.ﬂ.-amt- spread & rumour that an impending féte at
Cappagh would be given in aid of the Red Cross, 1t had to
be most carefully explained to all and sundry why no pa-
triot need hesitate to support the funetion, which, in
8pite of all, was a great success.

We always hed tea after our making of shirtg and awabg,
and Kate Cullinene uged to tell ug our fortunes in our tea
leaves. Then uged to follow the prophecies of Columcille.
After the Great War (which he had fortold) the war in Ire-
land would begin. At this point, I regret very much to
be writing after an interval of ten yeers, becauge nobody
will believe me. How much more poignant end striking
thig tale would be if I had Jotted it down from daey to dayl
And then to wetch from page %o page the striking i'uli'ilnen‘-l-:
of many of thesge folk-gsy ings ! A story grows Comparatively
eold, too, in retrospect. I‘;i migses the agony of deily
uncertelnty, the horror of things unfulfilled. On the
other hend, things geenm importent at the time, which turn
out trivial, or even irrelevant, in the long run. And
trifles of the hour sometimes attain to meaning. 1l -

had been writing at the time, would I ever have troubled




%o record the phantagieg which follow? Kate told to

unbelieving ears the things her father (a man of 80) nag
heard when he lodged, ag a boy, with an old Masgon, employed
on building Cappegh Houge . Here then Wag an orel tradi-
tion, trickling pure through three génerationg - and fop
how much longer? "A fine houge we 8re bullding®, gaid the
0ld magon, “bug whm;. thoge dayg come, it will ha-cpan to
anyone who ﬁsha- to walk in ang sleep there®. The two sons
of the 13th King of Spain woulg land, nuhody‘hla‘lr how oxr
where, in the South, and the Spaniards woulg sweep the
country, the bankg would be clogsed, and there would be ne
newspapers for three days.

ARREARS OF NEWs

Great Britain and Ireland during the period of
three dayg which ended yesterday. For the firgt
time, all the moming journalg &greed to suspend
publication on St +Stephen'sg Day, and a Sunday
Chrigtmag Eve Coincided with this arrengement ,
The dog teax would be raised, in order to discourage People
Trom keeping doge? Becauge their bark warned the houge -
holder of the approach of raiders (thus ldentifying the
Government with a raider, in a puzzling way). The ratesg
Would be raiged three times, and then Would come & Blaek

Rate, whieh nobody could P&Y, end which woula have to be
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¢ollected by soldiers. But not EBngligh soldiers, appar-
ently, for thesge Wwould be in their ships on the gea,
looking on. The Dukxe of Abercorn (not then heand of)
Would break loose out of the North, end run helr way to
Cork, till his Tired-out men would throw their coats awsy,
and then (bug temporary reconciliations would have preceded
thege things) there woulg be & battle in the Valley of

the Black Pig, and North eng South would nevey Come together
any more. There would, nevertheless, be pesce then for
1,000 years! There would be a Parliament in Dublin in
thege days :-"a real Parliament" » 8he ingigted, Ang
Wegtnmingter #r:auld be boycotted‘by Mermbers, who would not
attend there. *I hope, Kate, the war won's come our wsy",
I uged to say , laughing, "Armed men will walk up and down
over Cappagh®, ghe solemnly replied, “amd the lagt battle
Wwilll be faugl:ﬂ: not far from thig*, éo convinged ghe wasg ,
we had to ghiver in gpite of our;alvun. "And what will
bring it all to an end"?, I agked, *The Spaniards", ghe
replied, "will hear Mags 881d in Irigh on the Gamnrﬁgh
Mountaing, Then it will come %o them that, after all,
they are fighting their own friends, men of their own
religion, end not énemieg at all, They were deluded, bug

AOW they understand - Then they will leave off fighting®,

o T
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"Where will we be then, Kate?". "I do not know,
txqepi that it will be between tha-hay Qnd the corn, and
many would sow who would not live to reap. Between the
8th and 15th of August, thres fierce days would finigh
the "real war". This was when Cork fell, in 1922. Turks
and Hung (pan]-;la not then heard of!) were %o lay England
waste. England would “ruck up 1n;o Scotland®., So rean
the lurid prophecy. "But all the gentrg'wili leave tHe
gountry". “Oh, Kata'; I would exelaim, too ineredulous
to be n;rruwful, 'hoqunuld we leave the country?". And
Kate would only ir.luilt she did not knmow, but mhqaha daid
know, people would walk in and out of the house we sat in,
uninvited. That house of exclusgive tradition!

"How did such terrible thingg begin, Kata%'. "They
hagan_hy 3 young man betraying the country", i

It was in 1915 that Cardinal Mercier Qent over Father
Brohe o collect money for Belgisn nursing mothers by lee-
turing on the war in Belgium. (Father Brohe's brother
Was & professor in the University of Louvain, which for
centuries had given scholerships to Irigh priegts. At
the request of El&anor*ﬂull, I got Father B. to stay with
u8, and organiged his tour in Co.Weterford. I uged %o

Work the lantern, whilst the priest lectured. Again the

il s




1915 gentry were nog helpful, but in most places the R.C.

Si ¢lergy Willingly lent ug schoolroomg, Dirf:l.nultiu,
however, were raiged in one or two centreg of the sdvancing
Sﬁ.in%Fain culture. Monsignor Power, in Dungarvan, made
frivilous excuses on hig owm behalf, and on behalf of two
of hig curates who could not take the chair at a meating,
But I knew the third (a Junlor) curate, and ingtead of
8sking if he might come, I went out and foung him, end he
declared he would do anything “for Belgium, with a heart
and a half", I hope he did not get into trouble for fyl-
filling hj.; Promige., Already some of the elergy were
hoping for a German victory, with itg resulting material
power for the Pope. Afterwards, when Father Brohé toured
the diocese of Limerick (or wag it Killaloe?) he founga
things extremaly difficult in that gtorm ¢entre, but merely
observed to me that hupan neture - idle or energetie 88 the
Gage might be - wag to be expected in clerical as well ag
in lay beingg.

I often think of one Perspiring old curate whom we
imagined to be pad. nfully ghy, and wonder whether it wag
really shynegs which afflicted him, or whether the pull of
Conflicting parties Was making him 11t erally perspirse.

"Ce bon gros*!, exclaimed Fether Brohe. "Le voila ve dunilC

A
en compotii™, A yaar latier, in the Spring of 1916 . T
‘ k]

S,




915
=15

undertook a leeture tour of my own. I felt it wag very
hard luck on our men,who were ocecupying so meny particu-
larly hot corners, that they should so seldom be ment ioned
in dispatiches, and that the Irish Pregs should not give
more prominence %o Irish doings. Bus S.F. propaganda

had left a long track behind 1%, end now the schools under
elerical menagement were mogtly withheld. Although mine
were not recruiting lectures, I had to take refuge in barng
and creameries. I wag once again surprised (for I never
¢ould get used to their ways) thet the gentry did not offer
80 much ag a coach houge. I.agked Sir Richard Musg rave
for the use of Coolnesmeer R.C. National Sehool, which he
owned, but after long walting in vain for an angwer, I con-
nived with t he schoodmagter to glve the leecture without
permission. Weeks later I got leave "provided I said
nothing about Home Rule”, Thus, pmréundlr, éven then diq
the domestic question m;,tnigh every other Considerat ion,
and how gure was this old gentleman that where politics
Wera concerned, ordinary Gongiderations of honour and
decency would not welgh! My glides had been specially
prepared by Meson, in Dt;hlin, and I got erowded audienceg
in ell the remote places, including Coolnesmeer, except in
the gingle locality where “le bon gros™ wag Curate, and




door, end discugsed whether my lecture wag better value

than a drink. The drinfhad !  When I went %o Dungarvan
(where I gecurea a room in the C;urt Houge), I agked the
Regident Magigtrate o put me up. He wag an old friend of
my father-in-law and I longed, for once, %o be gaved a drive
home alone in the small hours of the moming. Nobody had
8ver Interfered with me along the lonely mountein roads behina
the glow o0ld pony, but I wag getting oh 80 tired! The R.M.
consented, but he did not attend, and I got = hu;uhar, who
afterwarde became a Prominent Sinn Feiner, to stand at the
door and take the éntrance pennies (intended for Cappagh
Show), which he mogt kindly end willingly aiq. The R.M'g
housekeeper gave me Supper afterwards and I went to bed.

Next momming the R,M. in a rather forbidding and veticent
Bumoun, appearsd for breakfast with his niece., He rang the
bell for family prayers, snd when the housekeeper appeared,

he opened the large Bible with much unction snd read in the
book of Jeremimh! about the watehman on the walls of Jerugalem
Who failed %o wn;n the people of the enemy's approach. "Their
blood will I réquire at his hend, gaith the Lord®, and, added

the R.M., with driving emphagis, "the watchman who failed %o
Warn the people the Germang were Coming wag Loxd Haldene"

~15~




16. (here he cloged the Holy Book with a resounding slam).
Cana T w112 requite him saith the Lord of Hosts - Tet ug pray",

But even worse than this awaited us by the mouth of a

Diehard of another duuriptiun, namely, a colleague of "le

bon grog" - the Junior curate of the S&me parish. My lectwur es

had been only too succeggful in the gense that they had

evoked gome feeling for men at the frong, Such, at least,

is ny interpretation of the gubtle onglaught made, not on me -

too subtle for that - but on my husband. Poor Beverley had

been spending endless labour and ingenuity in building up the

riing of hig estate, and nobody doubted, I agt of all the

Curate, that he hag spent endlegg money, too. Whers could

he possibly have got the cagh, except from Germany? The

8ervants of the UE}ra?illun Were iIn touch with the curate,

and the Umfrevilles were in touch with members of the Grand

Jury, Beverley had originally been called to the Petty

Jury, we Suppose because he wag a Nationalisgt. But county

relativeg éxXpostulated, end in due Courge he attended a

@rand Jury dinnes. It was Colemel Kirkwood who played the

Part of a friend on thig Occasion. He wamed hinm he wag

being privately and univergelly dubbed Sinn Feiner, and pmo-

Bised to give him 8n opportunity of clearing himgelf by

Publicly challenging him, which he daig. It wag & very hog-

tile Company to which Brrarlay made hig @xXplanat iong,

=16~




1916

To thoge who do B0t kmow the way mn Irish Country gide
is ruled by tendencioug €088ip, it may geem far fetched to
Connect events the way I have done, but I Was satisfied ag
the time that I wag not far out in what is, after all, a
conjecture. It ig no conjecture, however, but a well ascer-
talned fact, that the game Curate marched into Killighal
8chool and told the children that Fathes Brohe had been ghot
88 & German spy. The lie, which head been cel culated to undo
the effect of Father Broh;'n lemtures, spread all over Southern
Ireland, and finally a high e¢clegiastic in London felt himgelf
obliged to gend & denial of the ramour to ll leading Izigh
Pépers, which Probably few read - the mischief wag done. I
Book & post card from Fathes Brohe, which he wrote to me from

Parish Priesgt
Belgium, in order to convince the, RxR®. of hig integrity. This
0ld priest hed Provided Father Byrohe With opportunitieg for
celebrat ing deily lMags in Modelligo, and wag gravely concerned
&t the rumour. He studied the PeC. With vigible relief, ang
declared he always believed in his vigitor's integrity, Byg
1t was clear to me that even he had been ghaken,

A man who offered s B8ries of o etures on mechanieal
Con¥rivances connected with the war, wag 8bsolutely declined

by veriops localities, end hag to abandon the pro jeet,

And yet, even go late ag the early summer of 1916, the




1916 Mertyrs, le., the rebels who were nho'r-(aﬂar the first
Dublin rising, in the Spring of 1916, organiged by the
Sinn Fs:l.nar’ ﬂﬂwm, Was anything bug enthugiestic,
Wag there not enough bloodshed abroad Without starting 1g
at home? And what diq thege foolish young people mesn
getting married in Prison the night before the bridegroonm's
éxecution? It all geemed Very senselesg., The nommal
Pefsant is not sentimental, But let it be remembered,
8ll the same, that it Was these very game mople who,
in a frenzy or enthusissm, had helped %o kindle = score
of bonfires around ug on the night when news reached
Iraland that the King had signed the Home Rule Bill,

That wag two Jears ago, and although constitutionalists
8till, they were becoming bitter in their patience.

Then down the Quiet valley came a train carrying
guns for Cork. "To shoot down the poor Irish", somebody
said, - 1

For gradually, by meang of Carefully organiged re-
qiuem Ha.uaﬁ‘ (and much Propeganda, we may sugpeet, on the
PArt of teachers and of ghe younger clergy)

3
Ste Mt ;uur:
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1916 Vide
Pregs THE MEMORY OF THE DEAD June

1916
S W'K _!T) Requienm Mass in Dungerven.

MEMORABLE CEREMONY,

On Tuesdsy there was a Solemm Requiem Office and
High Mass in the Parish Church, Dungervan, for the repoge
of the gouls of those exagutadiin Dublin and elgewhere
recently es well ag for all the other Irighmen who lost theigp
lives during the rebellion. There wag an enormous con-
gregation pregent. In response to the public notice
issued by the Urban Council to the shopkeepers, all Premiges
were closed from 12 o'clock to 2 otclock, while the country
folk came from long distances also to be present at the
golemn gervice. Long before 10 o'elock the spacious
sacred edifice was thronged, and the Right Rev. Mongignor
Power, PP, V.G., and his zealous curates were bugily
engaged in ghowing the publie o their geats. WHen the
0ffice began, there was not & square inch of gpace that
Was not occupied. It wag a mogt impoging sight, asnd the
overwhelming majority wore badges in éommemoration of the
sad oceagion. It wasg Certeinly a mogt devout congregation,
and save the chenting of the Office, not & sound was heard,
Previous to the Office Mr, John Fa.i_lnn, orgenist, played
gome delightful old Il"'.;.lh airs, amongst them being an old
Donegal melody entitled "A Lament™, which wag Very much
appreciated, After the High Hass, he played Chopin's
*Funerel March", and after the final absolution at the
eatafalque, and while the congragation was filing out of
the chureh he gave, In a finighed gtyle, Handel's "Dead
March in Seul. ¥,

We may here mention that the Dungarvan Urben Council
Bgsembled at 9.30 o'cloek et the Council Chamber, mnd
marched to the Parish Chureh in state.

The celebrant of the Mags wag the Rev .M. Welsh, c.c.,

Arvan; deacon, Rev, John 0'Shea, C.C., Agligh; gub-
degcon, Rev. Peter Walsh, Dungearvan. Right Rev.Monsignoy
Power, P.P,, V.G., president. 1In the choir were:-
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Rev.P. Byme, P.P., Abbeyside; Rev.J. Maher, Adm., Tour-

Sneena; Rev., M,0'BRIEN, C.C., Dungarvan; Rev. John.
Cullinan c.C., Abbeyside; Rev, E. Hagsett, C.C, Ring;
Rev, P, ﬁaarnﬂr; C.C., Agligh; Rev.RE. Keohan G.é.,
Toureneena; Rev. Jag. Walsghe, E.C,, St. Meary's, Clonmel;
Rev.L.A. Cagey; Dungarven; ﬁu.c.'f. Covmen, 0,8.A,,
Rev.J.F, Thompson 0.8.A.; Rev. J. Brady, 0.8.4.;

Rev. H. Conway, Rathlead; Rev. Father D'funla, Dublin,

Nearing the end of the lisgs, Rev. John O'Shea, G.G.,
add;anina the congregation, gaid in pathetic but clear
tong: -

"Your prayers are réquegted for the &termal reposge
of the souls of the following, for whom this Mags is
offered:-

P.H. Pearse, Thomss lMacDonagh, Sean MeDe rmott ,
Thos. J. Clarke, Bamonn Ceannt , James Connolly, Jogeph
Mary Plunkett, Micheel O'Hanrahen, Comeliug Colbert,
Michael Mallin K Edward Daly, Major John MacBride,

J.J. Heuston, Thomag Kent., W.J. Pearse. 4nd also for
those of our fe llow-countrymen who lost their liveg in
the recent rebellion.

Many a gob wag heerd 8s this ennouncerent wes mnade,
and fervent was the 'Amen!' glven in responge, Mags being
over, she priests marched-in Procegeion to the catafalque,
being led by the acolyteg and the erdcifix, and aCcompanied
by the mournful notesg of Chopin's "Puneral March", It
Was most weird and yet mogt haautirul, and the thougandsg
Present were deeply impregged, The services being over,
the congregation slowly left the church, and leqd by Right
Bev. Mongignor Power, PRy, V.G,, all fomed up In a cirele
outgide, where, under the c¢onductorghip of My. Fallon,
Grkmiat, "Who Fearsg to Spe ak of Bagter Week"™ wag sung by
8ll in a megt thrilling nenner. This was followead by the
8inging of "A Nation Onece Again", after which loud and pro-
longed cheers werve given for the o0ld land by young and old,
weak and gtrong . The whole ceremony was gsuch ag to live
for generationg - aye for centuries - in the minds of the
pPeople of the 0ld Borough and the surrounding parighes.
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popular feeling wag magging itself behind Sinn Fein.
Iypewrittien copies of the Martyr'sdying speeches used to be
eirculated, and ancient memories, ever slumbering and never
dying, were getting linked on %0 present circumptances. It
all agcorded well with Tory schemes and hopes. Our neighbours
declared "Home Rule is dead. The Aot will never be a fact",
The same was gaid by those in the trenches of their men, ag

I have been told. Our Orange gteward rusited out of his housge,
wh;P the news came of Eastar Week, and ghouted to a fanatical
0lY Nationalist in our employment that he would never gee Home
Rule now. “How" , said Lady Muir to me, at the Cappoquin tennig
elub, “thay (the exscuted) will never know who won the w&rl'

I do not know which surprised me most in this woman of the
world: her vindietive pleasure in this strange thought, or
her complete and total inability to understand the other man'g
point of view. Many years later, a Sergeant of the R.I.C.,
whom I befriended in his need, told me that the barracks
throughout the country had been in pogsession of sll the plens
which matured during Easter week, and that the police were

Well awere of the American emissaries who were laying them;

Yot they were held back impotent and forbidden %o raige a mv
finger. The innocent and overzealousg goldier —'this wanf;*f?ib

Genasral Sandford, a dug-out R.E., who wag cammand?.ng at W~
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Queengtiown when the Rising took place - he declared he would
suppregs Rebellion without bloodshed, and did so. Not only
he, but his staff, expected to be covered with medals. They
were retired instead. This was told me by Colonel Villiers
Sﬁunr;] who, too quieckly and thoroughly, quelled the riging
in th;Jprovincan (with the help of National Volunteers), and
Who expeoted promotion; they were retired ingtead.

By the way, a Wexford lady told me that, gtanding in her
hall door, gshe heard the gathering Sinn Feiners yapping through
the woods - yap yap yap, the fox cry that had mustered rebels
in '98, and doubtless Fenisng algo in their turn, for they algo,
80 Euﬂhar tells me, imitated criesg of bird and beagt when
asgenbling,

One day old Walgh, a small farmer in Glenawoddera, came
to the Giantg Rock, to engquire if I had had any newg of hig
8on in the trenches. And then he told me the following story
With ssmuch indignetion ag if the event. had happened the day
before: When Cromwell occupied Dungerven, two of his goldiers
strayed away into the mountaing, and, being thirsty, they stopp-
ed at a farmhouse and agked for a drink of water. When one
of them had had hig drink, he gtabbed the girl from behind
who tad brought it to him and killed hery, His companion wasg

80 Wroth, that he fell on the murderer and slew him. Then




he was afraid to go back to Cromwell, and ag the people
on the farm were pleased with him for having avenged their
daughter, they allowed him to live with them, end in the end
_be married and acquired land, snd his descendants live in .,
e Lﬁﬁi?fml to this day, and "Sure you can 8ee the gtone at the
Corner where 1t all happened; and what worse did the Gemmang
ever do?". K farmer'sg daughter, who afterwards got on well
88 & trained nurse in England, helved me in the house. "“How
long ago did Cromwell live?", I asked her. She had not the
Vaguest ldes, and was greatly agtonighed when I told her.
All th»ough this year of 1916, tension grew apace between
the Sinn Pein and the Nationel Volunteers. The former were
dominated by the Intellectuals, and the latter by the old
Party politiciang, I never gaw more dangerous elements har-
negsed then those which asgembled in the Mansion Houge to
Protest against the withdrawal of grants from the Irish eol-
leges (active centres of propaganda). The vast semi-circulay
platform was filled with literary and educational lights:
Professor MeNeill, Nelly O'Brien, etec etc, meny of them people
Who probably never dreamed their theories of Nationhood would
end in Red Riot (in 1922); whilst the body of the Hall seemed
pPacked with semi-sducsated folk and youthful "Fianna" 4in fl1

8Cout costume, and many ¢ons pleuous slummers who grested

the defiant gpeeches with homrse applauge . Thus beging
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Revolution., Yet people legp Intimately in touch with the
drift of things, still looked on Sinn Fein as a peagerul
proposal for cultural development; or at most, for ecanomic
boyeott. Percy created Ereat indignetion among his fellow-
i Jq;ﬁ?ﬁmd1§jﬂ
students of Irigh in Garryaholﬁ, 80 the Matron told me, by
explaining to them (they had to speak in Irigh) they were
really Fenieng, not Sinn Feiners at all. They did not Xnow
enough Irigh to repudiate his accusation of anything go old-
faghioned ng Fenianism. It i1 gaig by some that, to the very
end, Griffiths himgelf neveyr approved of phygicel force.

I must now go st a SWift canter through the Years which
88W the complete breakdown of constitutionaliam, and which
gave Englend her excuge %o gend over the Black and Tang. Thig
is not bvecauge they were not most deeply 1n=areating, but be-
cause I was overwhelmed with social and @conomic undertakings
of a quite local 80r%, Dbearing no doubs very much on human
relationships later on, but unexciting to narrate. (We,
the "United Irighwomen") ran gix Industrial Shows in Cappagh,
which get the pace in ﬁftar Years for gimilar thingd in other
placeg, They cost up te 8ixty poundg aplece, and all thig
foney was earmed by entertainments in ouyr village hall, or by
8 big garden fete held four years munning in the grounds. We

8lgo had a party at Xmes for all the Cottage boys and girls
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in the Hall, and gometimes we had over 100 present; and
each got a garment and a tn3.+

We also ran an egg depot for 18 monthg, where we sold
67,000 egegs, and by this means gzo¥® the neighbours out of the
hends of the higglers, who were glving much too little for
eEEH . In 1918 a Co-op shop was started, with 170 mamhen?:

Percy's pacifism, too, aliensted us from direct bellig-
erent gympshhies, ondnay@:r another, with thoge: around ug.
Well, tobe brief,the day Lloyd George thrust the unread,
lebordous findings of the Gcn?em:ion‘ intio his pocket, and

uttered his threat of consaription for Ireland :

+ Quite an understatementy I gee, in a letter to Mobhex
about one of these annual fegtivals that 77 Mothers were
invited and most had large families! Each girl, eaéh boy,
and each Mother got =& garment. There were 56 girlsg! [Sea pfamdiic
Ll I
§ The Convention was the lagt constitutional effort to
Srrange matters between Irelend and Englend—, It hed been
Eropanad by Agquith and Lloyd George, eftertheir visits to
reland, subsequent %o the Rig « The majority findings
were supported by the Unionists (except the Ulster repre-
sentatives) and the moderete Nationeliste, including Redmond.
Only two people, so far ag I remember, gigned the Minority
Report. The discussion had been inordinetely protracted.
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Sinn Fein became the mnilitant necessity of the hour. "The

Act would never be a fact", the War wag not for gmall nations.
Irighmen who had hithertn‘raugpt a8 volunteers, began to drib-
ble home; disillusionment wag complete, A young farmer .
whose high genge of honour and c¢hivalry we had good cauge to
appreciate during "the trouble", had wented to enligt in 1914.
His father died, aﬁd he had tohntop at home to mind the farm
for hig widowed Mother. He hed hed gome engineering training,
and he comforted himself for his disappointment by inventing
aome patent method for exploding bombs. (The War Office
thanked him, but had already got the ides from somebody else,
and were about to use it), Now, he declared, he "would fight
like mad" to Xeglgt being taken. Thig attitude of ming weg
typlcal. Some of the Unionists uged %o alludeto the coming
enforecement of congeription ag "fun" they hoped to aal! Ac-
ccording to a letter I wrote at tna time to my Huthnr, "a sol-
emn League and Covenant" on the Ulster model wag being gigned
around us to resgist canicriptian. 0ld Mrs Jamsie MeGrath
fnnounced she had picked up & leaflet on the roads headed
"Bettor Death than Conseription®. “Thim wag the very words,
ny dear® (in .ghocked accents ). “Och, tis & downtrodden un-
Bapoy country, . . . .and* (with e prodigious wink "the times

Were nivver go good!"™ - fﬂnm produce wag fetching fabuloug

Prices ). ' I would shoot all Who won't join upi® ®x¢laimeqd
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the Protestant curate, Skuse, "I'd ghoot every tenth man!®,
"It 1s clear you are an Irighmen®, I replied, “and you go
fond of the ghooting!®,

The old faahiﬂn;ﬁ Nationalists who had been supporting
Redmond et the Convention, returned home %o be bitterly at-
tacked as traitors who héad pleyed England's game. Some of
the Unionists used to allude to the ¢oming enforcement of
Gonscription as "fun" they hoped to gee. L‘:olamn league
and aa?anuntﬂan the Ulster model was being gigned by thoge
around us, who were not Unionist, %o resist conseription.
Lloyd George broke faith with Redmond over the tempo rary
8greement with Ulster which hed been engineered ag a lagt
régort and Redmond, & broken meén, came fto make his lagt ap-
peal to "his own people of Weterford who hed never failed
him®, I never attended political meetingas, but I was so
80rry for the old leader that I went to thidonealong with
our neighbour Nicholes M., & farmer. The meeting was late.
The doors of the Tomm Hall were ¢losed and the Mayor, in
full regalia, walked up anddown amid & waiting crowd out—
slde, esking for the caretaker "drunk he suppoged, as ususl,
who had 1asfthakuy‘. At last, apperently, the migsing wWo rthy
Wag Tound, the doors werdopened, the crowd surged in. Red-
mond wasg drawn, I might almost sey dragged, by hand down the
8t%eps of the Imperial Hosel by Murphy the brewer, the latter

red from drink, gerlanded with Ereenribbons, an emblem of
Party negesis. Redmond pale, eyes fixed afar on some dread
rizon, contemplating t_ic-om, tragedy incamate, NieHolas got

e me through




the crowd and on to th?_plat;urm, where we listened to

an impagesioned npaechfhwjﬁthaiﬁ he would withstend inti-
midetion like the cliffs of Moher, Not till a fortnight
later did I discover that the Town Hall had been held by
Sinn Feiners, who had been chucked, one by one, through
the beck windows, so thet the meeting might be held!

What about the gentry sround us, doomed, according to
Kate, to “leave the country", and doomed, meny of them, to
much worse fate than mere exodus! Had they misgivings?

Of courge they hed, but usually misplaced enes, like a man

in the dark who fears & bhlow but is uncertain who will de-
liver 1%, or where it will come from., "I told them" (the
Unionist members of the Convention in 1917), seid our frienmd,
Hnd:ﬁ}saght, “that if they made the Convention only en ex-
Cuse for tea parties and walks in Trinity Gardens, they would
Wake up to find all thaip throats cut". (He also told us
that he looked on the ery, already going up, for a Republie,
88 & bargeining one. It will ve remembered that A.E, and

Moy hed sy nea Ko Winam?y  fug i R
himgelf were supposed to repregent Sins Fein on nhe‘ﬂon?antinnez
/

He vigited Belfast, and was horrified by its slums, just ag
the Irish Times wag printing "Members of the Convention camot

fail 5o be impreseed by the glories of the Noxrthern capital"),
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It wag Mildred Dobbg who declared tragically (when the
prospects of the Convention geened rosy) "Thevre ig nothing for
Ulsgter to do but to emigrate to Vancouver or somewhere" |,

"What do you fappose will happen to our clasg if Ireland
gets Home Rule?", agked Migg Power U'Shea, the public spirited
and eble representative of an old RahanCathcliu Tanily, "1
suppose”, I congedad, “they will lLave %o gtand a bit of a
racket ", The day was yet to Come, when on the blackened ruing
of her home, ghe would be séen groping for shattered heirloomg
and relics, looking (I was told) “"dreadful®, I remember Gordon
Forsayeth Biving me a greas 8colding one day whilst ha ate our
good breakfast in the Giantg Roek, before anipe-shooting. He
Wished I would leave off "doing good". I protested that I
merely wished to live on neighbourly terms wish those around me,
He gaid I wag making "life impossible for all of mg. If you
Will go on like that, we shall have to leave the couuatry",

*If you are so unhappy here, you had really better go now" ,
I tartly replied,

The Forsayeths are all gone (but not through my doingsgl),
and are very much missed by thoge they employed and befriended.
For they also did zood in their own way,

We 8114 at last into the great Sinn PFein election of 1918,

Candidates of other parties were threatensd (nearly all) inse
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retiring when it ceme %o the County Council elections.
Beverley persisted in standing "to keep the rastes down"

(they were rising alammingly). He only got 18 votes, and
created much indignation by insisting on standing. It wes
no moment , the farmers said, to be thinking of mere rates.
What was wanted was a united front to secure self-govermmens.
This election, as it took place in Countieg Limerick and
Clare, wag described to me by the Traffic Manager of Limerick
Station. The younz people (egged on by the curates!) ran
it, and sctually, in many cases,locked the old people inte
thelr homes, so that they might not be able %o attend the
boothg.

There is a great gtory, however, about one old man in
Co. Clare, who voted for De Valera wisthout any compulsion,
becauge he identified him with the King of Spain in Colum-
ellle's propheecy!.

The Sinn Fein M.Ps declined to attend at Westminster,
Kate's prophesy had begun to be fulfilled (i.e., that West-
minster would be boycotted, and thet there would be "a resal
Parlioment"™ in Dublin), and ell that I have so far weitten

is aimere preface to the exciting events which followed from

1920 on.
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During the interval, 1918, 1919, I wag away in Dublin
or in England. Kate had told me that one of the latter
end Portentsg would be the rising in England of the magges
againat the classes, and it must have been some time in
1919 thaet I agked a labourer in "Hell-bottom T2via o
(Ogbourne St .Georcze. a lonely Wiltshire villaze), if he
and his friends were talking of revolutdon, "Ho", ke
replied, glowly, "we don't be talking, but we do be
thinking",

The strike of the Triple Alliance took place in the
autumn . (Railway , Trensport, and Miners' strike).

L T o Lt P |

In the Svring of 1918, God sent me my daughter,
though I little knew them what she Would become to me,
more and more, every year. 3

FUOEVIET Rty Seteg

In 1920, Beverley became High Sheriff, the third of
his family, and the last bus one, %o occupy the offica.
Whilat he went to the Spring Assizes 1in Hatarfozﬁ, and
Em (already a daughter to me) spring cleaned, Percy and
I roved to Clonmel, visited 1ll-fated Marlfield (afterwards

burnt down) and explored the beautiful riverside walk

Opened to Clonmel every Sundsy afternoon. No tripper
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hed ever abuged the privil&ga, 80 Mrs Bagwell told us,

and we heard sll aboit her soup kitchen run under the
dusplces of Lady Aberdeen's National Sealsn Asgociation,

and the eabréidexy industry under the Home Arts and
Industries ﬁaaociation, started under the ingspiration of
lother (whom she had known), end her Home Art friends.

Then PeXcy and I went on to Carrick on Suir, and attended a
¢rowded R.C. mission sérvice, men kneeling evemiin the streest
outgide the door; and afterwards we explored the town at

& late hour, looking for lodgings. I well remember the
nervous jump & poor policeman made when we came up unexpected-
ly behind him, "War" wasg alrealy being waged upon the
R,I.C. Next day we werve driven out to gee Cwmshincwn,

the weird tarn of the Comeraghs, by one of Willie Redmond's
men ., He wag with Willie when he died, He took the photo-
graph from hig breast pocket and kisged is. "It was never
Wounds he died of. Don't think it. He died of a broken
heart . He uged to 0 to Westmingter out of the trenches,
8nd every time he came back %o us, he was gadder than before,
He knew English promises were broken. It was a gheme to

de in & man 1like Willdie Redmond. A bitter shame, go ig

Was to do him in", On our way back to Carrick we vigiged

an old herb-doctoress who mixed us herbg with prayerg. If
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I remember right, she had hed nine sons at the War. The
whole neighbourhood wes full of memories of the great con-
Tlict. The son of the chief hotel proprietor in Carrick
hed served his machine gun for deys and nights on end, of
which he cound never speak, such was their horror, and wes
of course permenently the worse. Will England glways ask
"Why did not Ireland play up"?

It must have been about this time we visited Wexford too,
and found thet town, also, packed with memories of the War.
And of many wars before the last and greatest. We made the
acquaintance of Mr. Synnott, the ironmenger, descendant of
Colonel Synnott, who had held Wexford against Cromwell. He
lived in the former Bown Hall , and showed us a copy of
Cromwell's ruthless dispatch to Parliement, announcing the
occupation of Wexford and the messacre of its inhabitants,

' which ley in the gideboard drawer. On the massive oak table
ﬁgEﬁ'in the middle of the rToom was the pike of a "Cropuy huy‘,l@.a.,

.. ';Jf U Tewlen
i the "Croppy boy" was originally Bimzaa (with cropped head),

who fought side by side with the RCs for Emenicpation, and the
name came to be applied to the latter tag}?anﬂ beaide it the
weapon of an English yeomsn. They had died side by side,

in the house of the Croppy Boy. The Synnotts had never re-

ceived
Joack their Eatates. Being Catholics wes perhapas the reason.
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When the Regtoration came, they were forgotten.

Past and Pregent go ever hand in hand in Ireland.

Now the buwmming of the R,I.C. barracks began.

We had two great friends, the old Sergeant 0'Connor,
of Colligen, and Johnson of Cappagh. One on each side of
the hill, they hed done, as I now believe, more than anyone
elge to keep harm from our mich-to-~-be-suspected selves.
Peroy had attended Ipish Colleges. ("Why does his Mother
allow him to go to such places?", asked Mrs Forseyeth. And,
& young friend, “Girlie" , had placated her by saying, with
her ready wit, that she had heard J.Ps. must in future know
Irigh, and she supposed I wanted Percy to bve a J.P.). Then
-dnstead of going to the War, he had imported his friend of
German extraction, Voigt, for a holiday., Voigt translated
German papers for the English press, end these papers kept
coming %o the post office. Naeturally, the peat lady, of
gossiping fame, "let on", and the ex-Secret Serviveman,
Capt ., Smyly, suffering from shell shoek and recovering at
ourvexpense in the Gients Rock, was not long in communicasing
with the police. Pertunately, Voigt had no more to do than
to produce his Army pepers.  "Why did yo nos come in your
uniform?", I asked him. "Because I was told Sinn Feiners

would shoot me if I did™, he replied. (He vas afterwards




errested ag an Bngligh officer in the Ruhr, so he wag never
safe!).Over and above our Geeliec enthusiaams, we were Home
Rulers, and our R.C. neighbours were our friends. What
more was needed to get us into trouble? But not gnly the
Sergeants understood us, but their wives helped us in all
our social undertakings. The O'Connors were Catholics.

The Johnsons were Protegtents. Mrs Johnson joined the

United Irighwomen, on the understanding she would never be
asked to work or play on Sundey:; end her scruple was respected.
I had ,to explain it carefully, hewever, and reminded my hear-
érs that keeping Sunday quiet was, to most Protestants, as
important ag fasting on Fr;paw was Po Catholics. I was
listened to most attentively, and one of the girls said to

me 8fte¥wards how much she respected Mrs Johnson for her
principles -~ ghe had no idea ghe had any" | It looked to

me as though 1t would pay in Ireland to take a bit of trouble

to expldin onegelf - and one's friendas! She turned out to

be a woman of great organising pgwer, and she was an invalua-
ble help whenever it came to catering for our frequent enter-—
tainments, For five years she had run the teas at our Show -
8 terrible undertaking in an open field, far away from shops.
She not only had provided cheap refreshment on these occasiong

for three or four hundred people, but made a profit as well.
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(We always barred intoxicating drinkg). She was sware of

having inspired much good will for many miles around, and could
not believe that anyone would find it in their heart to do
anything to her home. Mrs O'Connor, too, found it impossible
%o believe. Hobody had ever anything, so she told . me,
againat hergelf or her husband. Neither of these poor things
was able to realige that they were the victims of Goncerted
policy ahd that probably, when the inevitable dey came for it
to be carried out, the deed would be done by people from afar,
knowing nothing about them. Meanwhile, the husbands were
withdrawn into concentration barracks at a distance, as the
authorities were finding 1t impossible to protect the more
lonely and distant outpoats. It seemed strange, nevertheless,
that the authorities ghould have been powerless to do anything
Prtce Wavpadd %
at Gsppag@t which lay halfway between the important towns of
Cappoquin, Lismore and Dungarvan, on & high road. The Inspec-
tor even told Mrs Johnson that nothing esould be done, and
strongly edviged her, if raiders came along, "to do everyshing
they told her*. This 1s a strange commentary on Archdeacon
Burkitt's proposal for the pacificetion of our distriet, visz,,
that the road between Cappoquin and Dungarvan should be lined
all the way, on esch gide, with Bnglish goldiers! We were

‘?(' S& Wﬁif
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not long in making up our mindg at Cappagh that nothing
could be done to gave the doomed home, and we begged Mrs
Johmson %o bring up her things to our house, for us to gtore
them, and prepared "a flat" for her habitation in the shape

of a bedroom and a sitting room in our basement . It was

she hegitated, utterly unable to Eresp the gituation. It
was the game with many of us afterwards. We saw the familiar
things around us, and eoudd not believe all might be gone in
8 single night. She ended, however, by vacking some t runks,
Wwhich she placed (with the help of her son home from school)
in a shed st the back of the barracks. Then one night the
ralders ceme. The first we heard was the click and rattle
of the 0ld peranbulator which carried her poor imbecile
little daughter. The child uttered a cry at the back door.
Then we ran down to find Mrg Johngon escorted by two men,

who asked her "Will you be alright now?", end her white
faced boy followed behind her with two more. He had agked
them why they did thia thing, and they had replied they were
under orders. They told Mrg Johnson, in engwer to her en-—
treatleg, that they would spare her things " bus SPATe your
home we cannot. We sare under orders to unterly destroy it".

Which they didl We were warned the house wag surrounded
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with pickets, and that we must not attempt to leave it. We

8%00d at Em's window, and presently saw tongues of flame leap

up high above the intervening firs. Mother and son seemed
stage-struck, They hardly spoke, and would not gtir from the
window $ill all wag finighed. They are burning Qur gquartersg
now", Mrs Johnson said once. Ang then: '"What a pigy + lert
those two loaves on the kitchen table. They would have done
Tor breakfast!™ It 45 a mercy from Heaven that, in momentg
of anguish, our minds run on trifles. Beverley, too, had
lost all senge of proportion. Far more unhappy he was at the
idea of his hay being Poasibly used for the bonfire, than at
the loss of hig building. “I magt go and tell them to leave
the stack alone!", he declared. A revolver shot insgtantly
rang out beneath the window, and we made no more proposalg

to leave the housel Two men were statloned et the agh pit,
and we knew others to be around, from the light of matcheg
struck by em okers in the bughes, Towards moming, all was
quiet. The raiders did their wopk quickly and efficiently,
and had rushed away to destroy Villiers town barracks before
daybreak. "They have bumt the barracks", I ‘announced to
Mrs Norman, at breakfast. (She and her husband were gtaying
with w»e in connection with business of the Blackwager Valley

Co-operative Sowiety). They had heard nothing , and were
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amazed, although fully expecting the catagtrophy. In

fact, Mrg Norman had expressed great indignation at Mrs
Johngon's refusel to come and live with us gooner.

"Wgiting for all her blankets to be burned, knowing she

will have yourafl' Down at the steward's houge, next dcor
to the barracks, and only a thin partition wall between,
great excitement prevailed. They had sll been locked in -
mother, father and gix childrem, plug the Manager of the
Co-op store. The laster put his head through the skilight
to remonstrate, only to be asked: "Did he stock psreffiin

in his store?" Poeor Mrs Johnson, after hardly any sleep,
put on her Sundey best and wes ready to receive commigerating
callers, but none game except Archdeacon Burkitt. I realised
her tensity, but not hig, and in the endeavour to avert hyas-
teria, I made some little joke to help her. It was ingtently
misinterpreted.  "Burn them all down!", he exclaimed. "Yes,
bum eveyything down in the country! a very good plan" (with
intense irony) “a very good plan!" He went on in such a
ridiculous way, that in the end he accomplished whet I had
vainly attempted, and poor lMrs Johnson was gmiling at me over
his shoulder, It is incredible that during the three months
Mrs Johngon lived with us, none of the Protestant neighbours,

fellow-worshippera in the wee ehurch, came to see her, They
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were all afraid (except the Venerable onef). Even liss
Low, in 0ld Cappagh House, never vigited her. On the con-
trary, she wamed me I was doing & very dangerous thing in
housing her. Migs Iow had alweys talked about "the poor,
dear police"™, lent them.books and, when there was & row on
in Wagerford, aha‘had hoped "they would all kill each other,
80 long as they did not harm the poor dear police", The
poor old Sergeant felt Miss Low's present neglect dreadfully,
and would hardly salute her when he used to come over from
Lismore to see his wife. (Anxious times for me, I often
Wendeved watching the sunshine on the Terrace flowers, would
I live té see blood on the step, eéspecially when Mrs Wood
told me she had heard two men discussing the Sergeant in

& 3rd class carriage, and declaring a bullet weas ready for
him). Amg Forseyeth once posted & missionary tract to

Mrs Johnson. “Take the holy book away", exclaimed Mrs J.
with a mixture of humour and indignation. "She could not
éven bring it to me hergelf". The poor thing used to specu-
late whether the people to whom ghe had gerved tea in the

0ld days had helped to burn her down. It all seemed in-
c¢redible atill. Few of the farmer folk with whom she had
worked et our entertainments came near her, and the cottagers

tumed away their heads when she passed. It wag all pecu-




liarly  Dbitter when our sixth (and last) Show came to be held
and ghe refused to go near is. We were guarded in the ghow
grounds by the Volunteera,for disorder was & riging tide, and
the Committee had received threats. We had races in connec-
tion wich the Show, and when the big crowds began to disperse,
the Volunteers linked up, hand in hand, forming & great corden,
and swept all loiterers off the field and dgmthe read before
them., All passed uff‘quiﬂtlg - ag we thought. Meanwhile,
Colligan barracks had been destroyed too, and Mrs O'Connor
dewcribed herself led away between two raiders to & neighbour-
ing house, clutching a bottle of Wincamis, the only thing

she could think of gaving in her moment of utter amazement

and despair. She was & most sober, reapectable lady, very
proud of her household gods and of her jewellery, snd the

lest , one would imagine, whose thoughts would run §¢ Wincarnis.
Sje was very bitter, and utterly unable to understand why the
world “"had tumed againgt her",

It was during lirs Johngon's time with us thet I was one
dey driving the glow farm pony through Ballinamule. Sud-
denly round the cormer ceme & motor cer at top speed. Al-
though it gave we a good desl of trouble to get the pony out
of the way in time, I nevertheless took in st a flash the

intensely repellent faces of the four men in the cer. They
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looked so evil, thet the sun gseemed to fade fromoff the face

of the fields. Three wore trench coatg, and the fourth set
leaning back in the cer, He vwag in givilian dregs end no

het. His expression wes very set, ss if he were determined

to dare and do,no metter what dreadful things. It was the
heunting face of & fanatic, I little dreamt where I wes
destined to see it egain, In August, 1922, I was in a Dublin
Picture Exhibition. On the wall hung = huge forbidding canvas
"The men of the South", i.e., the I.R.A. (Irish Repubdican Army),
tolerably hard bitten fellowa, peinted from life. awaiting a
militery convoy end in ambush, In the midst sat & man in
¢ivilien dress, leaning back, & set remote look upon hig face -
the face of a fanstic, "They look just like that!", T ex-
elaimed lmpulsively. "How do you mow?", asked my companion,
With naturel surprise and suspleion. And for & while I could
not tell myself how I knew,. Then it all came back. "The
artist, Frenk Noylen, peinted them so that they should never

be forgotten, The men in the centwe is a schoolmaster", gaid
my friend. But I would never have forgotten then anyhow! — __ _
For a moment I hesiteted.  Should I turn round and go home?

It was the High Sheriff's house, and Mrs Johnaon wes in is,

But what could I do if I 4id turn back. That racing car, if

it wes going there, would get to Cappagh long before myself,
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and what could I de? I pulled myself together to finish
my errand behind the crawling pony, and was very thankful
when I got back to find all serene. A few deys efterwards
I read of a dreadful affeilr at Timolesgue, in Co.Cork, where
police had been killed. The perpetrators, running towards
Dungarven, would have been on the road where I met them,

at the hour when I did. Who knows?

Lismore, where our local R.I.C. were concentrated, wasg
in & continual state of being "Shot up", or on the brink of
it. Our old Sergeant wag terrified of the Bleck and Tans
in the berrack, He did not know whether his 1life was not
gafer outeide then ingide. After & drunken orgy of window
breaking, during which somebody "was killed dead for the
regt of hisg life", and some looting, the Gardeners were told:
"we all in Lismore ere kill't dead after the night. Are ye
elive at all at all?" Thinga got so bed that Douglaes brought
hig Mother to ptay with us for peace and quiet, It was then
we got the famous threatening letter, anonymous, of course.
Unlesa we got rid of lrs Johnson in three days time "worse
would befall™. My, Quinten's (big farmer in neighbourhood)
fundeal took place thet day, and was attended by the whole
farming community. I put my ear to the Erau;é'and discovered

thet the “talk in circulation®™ was to the effect that we
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Were about to be burnt down, snd what a pity it wes.

Bug @pparently this fatalistic conversation contained no
suggeation of possible remedy, end furnished no clue eg

to the writer. We sppealed to Father Gleeson, P.P., who
undertook to do his utmost to find out the writer, but who,
whilst tendering much sympathy, assured us he possessed no
influence that he could exert in the matter., I wrote e
letter to Brennock, the butcher, who had become the leading
Sinn Feiner of the town, and told him that, for the credit
of his cause, it might be well to discover the writer and
stop the migchief, Ronths later he confided that his
friends were so suspicious of him ( and especially when they
noticed a letter from myself amongst his correspondence,
for, of course, in many minds we atill, in spite of 8ll,
represented the old tradition of escendancy) that my letter
passed into the hands of the I.R.A. Cengor, and never
reached him till long after the developments which ensued.
This was en interesting glimpse into the inner circle of
congpiracy, where nobody trusts anybody elge!l Meanwhile,
8ll I knew wes thet I got no angwer. I also wrote to
Percy in Dublin, and prépared his mind for possible catas-
trophe. Posts hed become slow and uncertain, and I wondered

if he would get my letter hefore something had actually




happened. That something would happen we all felt pretty
sure, but Beverley and I were determined not to throw our

poor friend to the wolves, and tried to keep the threat from
her. Beverley took gsome jewellery and silver to the bank
(where it remained on sceount of"the trouble® till the Spring
of 1925), and also e few valuable papers. Mary Gardiner, her
nerves already thoroughoy upset, was crying such gallons that
I feared the household would guess we were in danger. So

I shut her up in my bedroom, and let her pack the things for
the bank there, which ghe did over and over again, fearing she
hed left something out, and mingling her tears with the wrapplings .
I took the two big "Sacred pictures" from Italy (copies of
Rathael) to the two R.C. churches of Ballinmals and Modeligo,
where I hope they mey hang !;;;;gpé;ay last os & gymbol of the
goodwill I have laboured for with what hes seemed st timeg but
scant success. Having done all this, there did not seem much
more to do in & hurry, "and the evening and the mo rning were
the third day". The notice had not expired, and as these
pictureasque time-limits were usually obsewrved, even by the
moat anarchie, I felt pretty sure we would be left in peace

8t any rate till the following morning. Neverthelegg, when

I went to bed, I felt a most unsccountable presentiment that
something was going to happen before moming: not any attempt
%o carry out the threat, but gomething, and what? I had slept
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the two previous nights, but this night I could not 8leep~ I
lay awake listening, 1ittle dreaming of all the nights in years
to come, when I and so @any others would do the same as a mat-
ter of desperate routine. But these fipst anticipations were as
hard as any, perhaps worse, because unaccustomed. At last, to
relieve myself, I 8ot up and walked all round the place at mid-
night under a beautiful moon-~ down to the yard, the kitchen gar-
den, all around. Not a fouse stirred! Hardly a bat! I crept
back into the house butfgtiii %hgn5{§m§§tttggagnzn§1§§1?f’I lig-
tened, surprised that I should be so unreasonable, for whatever
Was golng to happen, I still dild not believe could be an attack
upon us- Nevertheless I put my clothes beside me all ready to
Jump into, and lay awake for another couple of hourg- hardly
eéver before in my 1ife had T been awake at that hour for I al-
Waye slept like a top~ Then at 2 &.m. the front door pealed!
It 18 impossible to deseribe the effect of that sound in the
dread stillness of the night. We were destined to hear it very
often in the future but the anxlety of it only grew with time.
I Jumped up and of course in my haste could find nothing that I
had left ready. I plctured the feelings of the Poor woman in
the basement, expected to hear her idiot child scream, knew her
boy to be on edge with nerves, feared the little servant girl
Would get hysterical (Em was away) to say nothing of the poor
0ld cousin who had been erying all day, wondered what Beverley
Would say and do if he g0t to the door first, and ended by fly-
ing downstairs in my nightdress (holding i1t together because
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The buttons had come off) and the bell pealing & third time!

I rushed %o the hall door, feeling inclined to say not hing ‘tm.t
hugh! hush! and om ned the bolta. There stood three young

men ﬁnﬂir éha moonlight, and I eould gee at once how pleagant
were thelr kind flces as they tried not to notice my deghabille .,
"We have to apologise for digturbing you at thig houz", they
saild, "but we have received a special dispatch from our Minister
of Dur;ncu to say we must protect you, It is no part of our
programme to wage war on women end children", they added proudly.
"And the Sergeant is a special friend of mine, go it ig a great
l-nlaaauru", s ald the Captain. The Sergeant ( just like O'@Gonnor
on the other side of the hill) was & good-humoured popular old
Tellow, who found it very hard to understand the new times.
After the police were wiped out and the count ry was full of
digorder, in the winter of 22 - 23, I heard a women in the Store
exclaim: "I'is now we do apmreciste the Sergeant!®. (I found
out afterwards that the Sergeant had svoided Eaptéin Tomnmy Dee's
(I.R.A,) drill meetings, pretending not to gee them). "You
know", I hazaerded, “"thet Mr .Ussher is High Sheriff?" “"We will
make e ry allawanca.for that", they replied, "so long as he does
not interfere with us®. “You hed better come in and sit down

while I fetch him®, I suggested. So they sat down on the old
Spenish sofa in the hall, end I prepared to gZo upstairs to wake

Beverley. Then I saw Mrg Johngon, her head in curl papers,
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érouching behind a pillar, and I told ger to go back to bed,
&ssuring her that these men had come to protect her, "If the
same boys who burnt me out have come to look after me, then all
I can say, it is a comic operal®, ghe declared, "Well, perhaps
it is", I agreed. "Leave it at that end go to bed!", Then

I went upsteirs and had quite a job to wake up Beverley, the
irgomniatic, who wag sleeping soundly. When I rouged him at
last, he sat up in hisg by jamas on the gide of hig bed, ruhbing
his eyes and saying "This is a very awkward pouiﬁinnl' Finally
he went down to the boys, whilst I went and dressed m;raulf By
the time I got to them they were all laughing together loud
enough to wake the whole house, and declaring they would make
Beverley their first High Sheriff in the §.F. Rap‘uhlicl They
told us they intended to gend two or three men every night to
guard the house until guch time ag Mrs Johngon could find a

home elgewhere, “And supposing we wish to commnicate with
you or you with ug‘;:", I asgced. "Put & note under the door mag",
promptly suggesgted Beverley - — and T trying to get the hougenaid
Lo phake that msf évery morning! We finally sgreed upon a flat
3tone outside instead of the ma'!::, end vhen they all regolutely
leclined drink - for the I.R.,A, in thoge days was a temperance
iovement - I promised I would put lemonade and cigarettes
ingtead into a prickly bush outside the door which we callled

he "cellar", In this way I was able to ¢heck every morning
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hﬁw many ceme. Sometimes all the bottles were empty, Some-

times there were one or two over. But not till a month later
when this vigil cessed, did I find oy stores untouched. At
fiﬁt I uged to leave the doors open go that they could come
ingide, for it was a pouring wet month of July. Then I came
to the conclusion that the housge might prove & gnare for them -
one never knew when suspicions might be arouged in Blasck and
Tan or military circles - so I Wrote a note to say I'd lock the
doors and leave & wood-shed open for them ingtead.  Anyhom,
they had the run of the place snd never all the time did we miss
a gingle thing! Only once through that month did I get up to
80 much ag lnoi: through the window. I woke by aceident and
looked out., There on the terrace, overlocking the lake, were
three boys standing on the steps, gazing scross the vtllar!

It wes a great mystery to themselves and to us how thﬂ
Minister for Defence had come to hear of our plight and of how
he had got & messege conveyed to them (the I.R.A.) long before
8 post could d it. The first part of the riddle was read
when Percy retumed later from Dublin. The sbgent-minded
poet-philospher had had a fit of practioal ingpirationl He
was horrified st the contents of my letter and had mahac‘l to
some gulde to agce#tain who was Eh?si JEE oo \]for our digtrict.

It turned out to \bu one Charles Burgess, aliss Cathal Brugha,
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and %o him he appealed personally ip Geaelig!. And he did not
€Ven know at the time that Brugha weag Miniaﬁur for Defence!

I got light on how the Minister probably comweyed hig mtln;gu
in 1921 when I found myself alone in a third class railway
Carriage mikx=x with s man who, after scrutinizing me narrowly,
went and stood beside the window of the carriage, leaning for-
wards out of it. I gaw he wag looking towards gome men working
on the line and as he psgsed them he dropped gomething. At
the game time & young men came running out of a farm housge,
doubtless to pick up the megasage . For message it must have
been, In my fellow-passenger's hend were & number of rolls
of paper, tied each with.ntriné round something heavy! He
was & carrier of dispatches! .

At the end of July 1925, Mrs Johnson secured a little
h;ma in Cork eand le ft us. Searchlights played sll over Cappagh
the following night and English goldiers arrived the following
day to look for the men whom they heard haunted Gappaghl They
had ellowed them to complete their good wo rk firet, and it rather
reminded me of the French boys who allowed the nest they had
found to be undisturbed until such time sg the young ones would
be old enough to meke a pie! Thoge boys had geemed to me to
take very grest pride and pleagure in doing the d ecent t hing

Which appealed to their gensge of chivalry, and it gave me an o0dd
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Teeling as I went about the Gountry, then eand gince, to meet
those who mey have helped to do us this good turn and not to
know them. Even boys I 80T to know very well afterwards
never let on they hed helped. It leaked out by accident one
day thet Tom Purcell had been among the number.

Meanwhile, bitterness grew epace ell round us and every
method geemed to be adopted which was likely to intensify 1&.*
Liberally minded people besame moee and more indiznant. Mrg
Bryce tried to get to England to speschify against the Tang
and was prevented (though she gueceedsd ih the end). I deter-
mined I would make up for her failure by 2oing myself. Anything
o stop the hideous gtate of things into which we were 8liding,
&lgo, from a private and domestic point of view, I began to
realise the extremely critical place we lived in, and 1if policy
did not alter we were likely to see more and morye "armed men
walking up and down over Cappagh"., The Tulfilment of Kage's
Prophecy had woken me up to our :ﬁﬁza?ﬁiglégﬁff::tﬁég geograph-
lcal position. (Sse diegram .;.,f m; M 5« The Md low
Railway bridge was blown up, 1% is sald, by foreign engineers,
and wes the last achievement of Childers, who superintended,
daring the civil war. The town bridge was only saved from
his attention by the Protestant and R.C. clergymen living upon

it with members of thelr congregations.
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A comment made on destruction (particularly that of Clifden
Wireless Station) by a Republican lady in 1922 was: "It is
Wworth that and everything else in order that Ireland may find
her soul again|®

The back él;-iva to the housge actually provdded the mogt
direct, secluded amd best short cut between Youghal on the gea
and Clonmel commanding the central countles. Did they realisge
the use of our rough mouhtain roads, over the watershed between
the Comeraghs and the Knockmealdown Mountaing, when the Govern-
ment first placed a police barracks at Cappagh Cross? They
gcertainly knew well what they were about when they provided a
great fortress of a place, first for Military (in the reign of
Charles 11, if not earlier) and then for the R,I.C. at Ballin-
amilt about nine miles distant, We hegigsted whether we
should gell 0ld Cappagh House, but I was eager to do it when I
thought of the grand accommodation it and our buildings might
afford to & whole regiment of infentry, and there was great
talk now of bringing infantry over. Well, I waited till 0ld
Cappagh Houge was actually sold and then, publiec and private
congclence equally well appeassed, I told B (who I knew would be
frightened for me if he knew my wha%a programme) that I wag
going to see my Mother at Fnraattﬁzé::fL'T;éins had beocome few

and far between, owing to dislocations produced by ral lway men

-52~




who refuged to carry soldiers or war equipment. Homever,
by sleeping in Dumgarvan I managed to secure a geat on an early
morning (chiefly goods) train, and caight a cattle boat in
Waterford. As I was going aboard, I saw Gerald Villiers
Stuart embarking also. [Ha was going to meke private appeals
to inflyential politicians, so we were both on practically the
same errand, A young school teacher on her way to teach in
England who shared a cabin with me ( a daughter of the school-
magter at Gooln:;ma&r, who four years previow ly had arranged
for my lecture on the Irigh Regiments) talked to me as we went
to sleep about the terrible times we lived in and confided that
the deeds of violence from which orfiinary Volunteers recodled,
were performed as acts of necessity by a smcially selected
"Flying Column". So # had been whispered in the Mountains
around her hom;, but as yet few people really knew.

As I went along on the train to London I wéndered how
I should start my cempeign, as I knew few inf luential people
and hadstuck so long at home in our back o hayund axnapﬁ

'f é ij F}r 3 b foa “." o | P ’L ol s

when I went_ to visit Mother and Bun. ‘A “Phen I remambarad Wy SIS «‘f

(|IL

!glantyne having frequently mentioned a certain Lord Parmoor
ag being interested in fighting Buropean famines. When I got
to London I found he was away week-ending, but I waited : about

till he got home again with his charming Quaker wife, and they

instantly promoged to get & drawing-room meeting together,

With press reporters, and to invite ag m ug efu
possible. - sny useful people as




Before very long this came off, and in order to avoid
getting into gofl (like Mrs Bryce) on my retum, I sddressed
the gathering ms an "Unknown Lady" - very much more interest ing
than unknown lMrs Ullﬁarl or cuu.t_*aa everyone aspeculated who
I might be, and this a.d(iad splce to the proceedings. Then,
rather stage-struck by my daring exploit, and fearing in gpite
of all precautions what might happen next ( ag I did not 1in
the least covet a martyr's crown), I yushed down FPleet Stpeet
and corked up the Irisgh press, which promised not to report me.
Then I agked the English papers to give me (as the unknown one)
as much publicity as possible! I remembered Lord Parmoor had
falled to secure the Daily Hm;a representative (he wag away ),
so called at the office and the Bditor gent a young man to
interview me. I chatted away about my man%%:rran in leaving
home, and then a horrid qualm siezed me, "You will tell nme,
of course, when the interview beging?", I ae_nid. "It is going
on all the time", replied Mr.Hidgalay; with a roguish smile,
Perspiration th;n began to pour, and I read all about my pilous
intention to visit my Mother in the Deily News next momning ,
Just as, shortly aefterwards, my startled husbend and hougehold
read 1t all at Cappegh! (We took in the Daily News, s they
got the story ccmpletei) ol

After that I addressed four more drawving room meetings in

London, whilst meking Forest Edge my head quarters. Bverywhere
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Irish gentry turned up to make their own ghare of expostulation.
I remember seeing & good many of these poor disturbed people
at the Percivels. They gave a dinner party where one or two
big landowmers (including Lord Monteagle) were present. The
conversstion turned on the confiscation of estates in old days,
and all agreed they would not like to have their title deeds

U a'wdly remembas an Jid o é“‘é 1T p&-y'tmﬁ needin rhole %#b

exemined | we Pucitimy Aleck L 7 doings ' The vt L fout of slteapldund i V<l
a4ma_u, :“?"'uﬂ e ¢ome d.dc"{# “r sl co m{aﬁ:‘iﬁ :7’ (
Aalir on

But we are Iike ostriches hiding our heads in the gand.
JDuring the strike of 1922, the people who were cutting down

our trees sald “All th€se big places is confiscated®., When
Percy expleined that two wrongs did not make a right, they

appeared to listen and desisted after a while. 014 men once
knew 0ld men who hed seen old men begging the roads, their title
deeds wrapped up in a handkerchief - and a French writer at the
end of the 17th century sald that "only now are the Irish be-
ginning to forget that the landlords are not the real owners!"

And everywhere I met one or two English folk almost or .
quite tearful - others puzzled and half convine aﬂ./{ Afterwar ds
I addressed another and mgch more intelligent grade of socilety
in two places - the High St Litsrary Soclety's room attached %o
the Unitarian Chapel in Shrewsbury ;Ehﬂ police had previously
preventad Mrs H;?lgu (an Irish cousin) from holding & meeting -
or ended, I think, by giving pe rmission provided no events

after 1800 were mentioned!) 8nd in the Primitive Methodist Chapel

-55-




of Ellesmere , where Beverley formed one of the congregat ion,
and we afterwards went back to Ireland together. /:1: meanwhile,
hed had his own share of startling adventures. Our motor car
wag several times commandeered by the I.R.A. - sometimes, we
euspected, for joy rides with the girls, sometimes, however,
for “business™, ss the marks of petrol tins on the damaged
mﬁ.tonl showed. On one occasion he was in the drawing room,
and turnm/round from his ﬂ.ﬂlk gad wag confronted by a belliger-
ent who ‘covered him with his mvnl?ar whilst making his demand.

It mugt heye been an astonished moment. The cer was second-
hand, of an unususal make and difficult to drive. May Forrest,
our Secretary, and Em. never forgot this evening, when the
High Sheriff was commandeered, asg well ss his car, to show them
how! We had to walk home, so did not return for & long time
mdithay were terribly anxious, fearing he might have been
kidnapped. Very soon, however, the old car went completely
out of sasection through the mis tekes made with it, and then we
had peace for a while till the next phsse in its history began,

{ I have forgotten at what date raiding for arms on the mrt of
the I.,R,A. began. It was probably long before all this that
one early pummer night, just as I was dozing off, I heard
leaves rustling outside, and when I went to the window eight
or nine magked men jumped out from under the weeping elm on

the terrace, "It is & very unneighbow ly hour to be cdl lang

boys", I said, "what do you wams? "Arummg, ermmgy¥, they
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replied. We had not even our 0old sporting gun in the house,
and geid so. (We ought to have given this up to the Militery,
but never would). They were disposed to be gruff, if not%
rough, and I told them there was no need - had I not taught
them a1l to shoot in the old days? This was interesting.
"Where are the guns?", they essked. But I did not know. As
a matter of fact theé hed long since been handed over to the
I.R.A. by those who had the custody of them. After some
parleying, they insisted on coming into the house and searching.
They all followed each other into the cupboerd under the
gtairs with their revolvers full cock on. If one had gone
off, they would all have been shot in a heap. At lagt they
went away, satisfled ‘we had nothing, end promising to attend
Just as the party were going

some vt we were getting up. Iodrsmsocimpmorsiisckn
off E =) IR 1nvitaa thﬂm.tu attand a foothall match the Iallowing

yaﬁ hnxﬂ.n-jally.wifai'
andRuns .

It beceme impossible to arrange these gathnringn1artar
1920 end I think this raild probably took place in 1§#9. But
similar occurrences were going on all around us, with counter
raidings by the Black and Tens. Poor old Mr. Wyse of

Belleville Park was knocked down and kicked when he registed the
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‘he raiders and he regented the indignity and felt the ingratitude
ag & benevolent old gantlamﬂn} go much that he was the first to
yproot =snd leave the country (I think in 1921). The man who
:peated him so badly acted out of plgque becauas Mr .Wyse had be-
friended a Doy he digliked. Thus many of us were victims of
jealousies with which we had nothing to do. Mrg Wyse was bitterly
missed by the poox around her. One o0ld woman declared she never
passed Belleville without leaving & curse on those rel ders, and
meny noted the jugtice of Hearen when they came to & bad end.

I think the case of the Wyse's vietima of local people Was
rather exceptionsl. As & mile these scts of violence, leading
to the exedus of the gentry, were performed DY roving bands Who
had little compunction in dealing harshly with people they knew
nothing 80OUS. 7k ,Lbulik hiny wes mde o K e Aphlicas fadv.

I think it was in the Spring of 1921, 4Yes, it was made on
as on May 10th, On May 13th some of"the boys" (I.R.A.) “com-
mandered® a good midnight tea in the ﬁaaamant gerved by P. amd
Em. after the servants had gone to bed.

Towards the end of May the old womsn gathering eticks in
Carriglee was shot DY thﬂrgiank and Tang, and sbout this time
all carts were being surned away out of Dungarvan (also by the

B. & T'g), for fear they sjould contain the sinews of war, %o
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the great detriment of markets. Milk carts which did not
comply, had their contents poured into the gea, On June

10th and 11th Miss Monggomery steyed with us, anxious concern-
ing the house of her clen,for reprisals had begun by the I.R,.A,
She was not unjustified, for ghe returned to find Castle Coote,
in Co.Cork, bumt. On June 14th we lunched at Cloncoskraine,

behind baryed wire entanglements, with a machine gun over the

hall docﬂ +hat-the—celevrarea-Tevy was made-to-help-the Rom .
Fov ey Lo

m/{ﬁvaryh’:dy Wwas aggesged sccording to his rateable
value and three neighbouring boys, whomwe knew well, seved an
assessment on us for twenty pounds. Beverley was away and I
refuged. I maintained that money to prolong the strife would
only lead to the undoing of the s trivers - that physical force
Would never accomplish the object in view, but only lead to

more bloodshed. Peroy the peaffist, strange and unaccountable,
burgt upon the scene and upbraided me (when he got me aside)
with reminders of William Tell and other forlomm people who
Tought loss causes - and won. He gaid if I would not subscribe,
he'd find the money Himself — which he did. He had been gaving
Up %0 go %o France and had got just twenty pounds in the world
and no more. He poured it out in a heap, which I think touched
our visitors, who I fency were used to having to make thr eats,

and they handed him a receipt, which would have got us all

interned if Blaock and Tan ralders found 1t, go I slipped it
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behind the echimney plece and the wall in my bedroom, where
it remains till this day.

We never knew the moment when we would be gearched
ourgelves, and I think it was entirely due to the influence
on the Black and Teng of the old R.I.C. in the different
barracks that we led a charmed existence. One of ¢ hese
ealled one day padded out, like Sancho Panza, with bdly
arms (he resembled an armadillo) so that he could hardly get
through the door to deliver his me ssage. "Have you come %o
raid ua?", I asked, and he replied "Oh Hn..;a', in a voice
of raproéing affection, which I navér fnrgat."

I felt very dissatisfied with the results of my lecturing
tour. I realised how very few people could be got at this
way, and how densely ignorant people in England were of the
methods being pursued in Ireland. I thought I would consult
somebody in Dublin as what best to do next, but did not feel
inc¢lined to appeal to the male leaders of revolt, becavrse
my sympethies were atill with the old Nationalist leader,
whose heart they had broken and whose work they had undone.
This wes not to say I did not sympathise with the poor boys
up and down the country who, following the 5.;. ¢ ommeand
more or less blindly, were ploughing égia unenviable, as
well as undesirsble furrows vi th infinite hardship. 4lso,
it must be remembered that mesny of the clergy were doing

thelr damnest to incite them, on the model of the English
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Pergons who indulged in the recruiting mania. "What are

all you boys doing here?", (to a group sitting on & wall in

the uu.:?. "When your anrle are out at night", said a mlssioner,
addressing the mothers of a congregat ion 'm'.

It was God's work, altho' already the grim joke was being -
made ( a pz-'apui of the diaapprn‘rin.g Bishop of Cork) that what wes
*mirder® in Cork diocese was not so accounted elsehwere. BNo,
ﬁan:.r nf‘tha "murder gang" were heroes, end the end of our
bloocd-gtained struggles ';uaa degt ined to be the end of Ireland's
heroic sge! Yet woe to those who thriast Innocent boys into
revolting éaada which have cost, not only their lives, plus
the lives taken, but the reason of meny who are “put away".
Well, my feelings being thﬁ tangled, I decided at last t{-)
consult a lady, known to members of my femily, who as yet was
not well known to be & prominent firebrand, Mrs Emkine Childers.
I found her lying on her sofa as usual and she received me

most kindly, drew interesting parallels between the American
and Irish Revolutions, and recommended me to write an Irish
“Uncle Tom's Cabin". Hence “"The Trail of the Black and Tans".
I was engagad upcn‘thia work one day, June 24th, / gazi, when

a motor load of B & T's tore up the drive and into the yard

below (I threw my MS into & bush). Two of the number jumped

out and accosted Em, coming out of the dalry, with an enquiry
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for Mr.Ussher. She wasg terrified, end whilst they rushed back
into their lorry in oxder to bring it up to the front door, she
rushed up to the back door to wern us. The first ingt inct ive
8ct of the maid's wes to rush to their bedrooms &nd remove all
signs of personal occupation. Disgusting remyupy heunted them,
And in the end it tumed out that all that the B & T's wanted

to do was to deliver a summons to Beverley to gerve én the @rand
Jury! They were powdered from head to foob with white dust.

Mrs ébynar declared the "dust" greatly improved them. T guppose
she meant the white powder took off their cormers and softened
the impression, as each wore begides a rifle, two revolvers
sticking in his belt and one out of the top of his leggings -
really terrifying apparitions, and they were going on to lonely
houses with other summonses, some on women, whom the suthorities
1gemed to think would be more Willing to serve than men! They
must have spread absolute terror before them on that jéurnay.
Meanwhile five (!) lorry loeds of them had s topped outside the
Clancy's house aﬁd got Bipdie, the pretty daughter, to fetch them
drinks of water and to pick roses for them off the wall of the
house, = Then they offered to tesch her to shoot, and eme of them
brought down an old rook from the top of a tree, to show off his
merksmenship. But ghe shook her head and did not rigse to the

suggestion that they should take her sway with them on their lorry.
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Then the motoy which had been up %o our front door rejoined
them, end it end the five lorries, &ll with silencers on thelr

wheels, went ewsy. Sixty-five men to do the one old Sergeant's
job! Our:weteinevs were peeping round every corner, all tarr;.-
:fiu:i of course, but Bixdie's psrents must have been mogt frigh-
tened of all, especially the poor Mother, who was “expecting"
and who had had a bad fright the week before. We had all
heard, one Sundey & dinner, from fifteen to twenty-five shots
which seemed to go off under our teble. Our gervants had just
retumed from Mass. They crept down the drive and saw three
lorry-loads of soldiers at the Cross, and came back faster then
they wment. Poyner heard the men in the first lorry call back
to those in the second "We were fired upon", and the reply came
beck from the second lorry "You lie, you fired yourselvea".

The goldiera emptied out nné. deployed whilst they fired ud_.'tar

a fugitive who had never been gummoned to halt. He dashed
through Claney's house and fled across our turnips, leaving
blood from & m:und to mark his track. DBehind the hedgerow

he turned and emptied his revolver upon his pursuers, who flung
themselves flat , ag the practice is when en ambush threatens.
This gave young Molony time, He dropped on hig knees, then
rose and ren, then dropped again, then fled on once more, over

hedge snd ditash till he got to the O0'Briens of Camty. Madge
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The baby she carried must heve died during the pursuit of
Molony when he rushed in at her front door and out through her

back door. The whole ineident had been characteristic of
the times. First: three "boys" playing hand ball after
Mass, againgt the bumt bar;anka.wull. Then the advent, on
“silencer" of the three lorries. Then one of the boys, young
Sheean (who I dont think wes & gunman, or if he were, a gunman
by coercion) losy his head and bolted. (It was precisely this
which caused the shooting of young Mermion, killed this summer
of 1921). He got away and hid in a neighbouring house, sheking
like a leaf and had a nervous breskdown. One of his companions,
Molony, who was a Capt. in the Volunteers, and who carried a
revolver, knew then that the game wes up and that he would be
parsued himself, the revolver found - and then? So he ran too.
Seeing two men bolt thus guspiciously, the fiction they had fired
wag gtarted in order to jw tify pursuit. This ot leasgt geens
the probebles explenation.

It wag during this seme Spring and Summer of 1921 that
meny direful things oceurred in our immediate neighbourhood,
An old woman was ghot in & wood near Carrigles whilst she was
gathering stieks -~ "Something moved"! "Poor old Grenniel™,
commented one of the Auxiliaries [th; B, and T's). But tﬁé

man Wwho did the deed only laughed,
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While all this ambushing and burning was going on, there
was & Lebour Congress in Dublin. The President said of the
selzures of creameries in Limerick by the ikﬂ“*ﬁ-w " and
e G.W.U., that this was the most inspiring buginess before the
Congress and (since Deputy) Johnson told the Congress that the
action of the workéra at Knocklong and Arigua (Mines) wag “the
most important question that could be raiged in the Labour mov e—
ment . It is a challenge, and let us make no mistake about it
to the rights of property. It says: though you happen to have
& parchment which allots to you the right to use or possess this
machine or that particular factory; though you have the power
under legal enactment, henceforth that ig nog enough. We are
reapongible to the wurkﬂrsﬂ__.;i{i these material things shall be
continued in use so long as the community requires the produect,
That 1s the issue raised, snd it is a contention that the Labour
Party in Ireland,I hope,wi 1l continue to espouse and put into
action".

Yet in March . Tom Johnson, now Leader of the
Opposition in the Dail, wanted to get the support of the gmall
farmers, he wrote to Ehe Statesman’ about how, in Denmark, Sweden
and Finland the small farmers essisted the Urban Labour parties
%o © form Governments and they have not proposed to take the land
from the farmer to be worked by the State ag a nationaliged in-

2dur of Lebowr Forly 4 (922
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dustry. "And no one in his senses ever suggested such a policy
in this country either".

rb@tw{ Thexre was a tarriﬁla ambugh near Dungarvan when an heroic
R.I.C. Sergeant - Hickey -~ was put up againgt & tree and shot
by I.R.A., men, who could not face him to do the deed but fired
with averted heads. An unguarded, or quite imsufficiently
guarded lorry of Munitions was gent out from Dungarvan barracks
to the gcene (an old R.U,.0. sergeant told me thisg who was
gquartered in Dungarven at the time) and of cowrse "“the munitions
went off to the 'mountains to keep the ball rolling®". The
enormous pay of Auxiliaries and of Black and Tans was gufficient
inducement, to "his thinking, for them to keep things lively.
But the gevere nature of official reprisals disguised the faot
for the general publie. Hot indeed the "ghooting up" of
Dungarven, which was averted through a prisoner of the I.R.A,
being liberated. But no legs than three women's houses were
singled out for a punitive expedition along the road whe re the
ambush happened. I have fully desoribed what happened to poor
old lirs Dmﬂ.aa:i& retiredc bread merchant (who has been en invalid
ever since) in "The Trail of the Black and Tans". But with
thig difference. The destruction of Ballycoe House was per-
formed by the Regiment of the Buffg, whose officer really asked

"What asgociations have we with you but thoge of hatred?"

X o mm wm chaplon TR
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Tallien, Commissioner of the French Convention, who put emigre

Hobles to death in 1795 likewige asked: "What legal boygd can
exist between us and rebels if it be not that of vengeance and
death?"

I went to see the Dunleas giraetly I heard the news, knowing
how fearful most people would be of calling on them for fear of
geeming impldcated. The old lady of course was not there, but
the two d aughters showed me the rooflegs house, the w recked rooms,
the mutilated "“gacred pictures". The whole thing was done on
the morning of Good Friday. ~

I well remember the horror end dismay on every face at the
Cappoguin tennis c¢lub when counter reprisals began to be under-
teken by the I.R.A. and the firat country houses perished in
flames. They had not turned & hair over the fate of the
Dunleag and others - but now! It wag a aad thing that people
of aective and benevolent taméarsmnnt were often those whose
congcientioug, if unfortunate, politics, made them uphold the
British connection with brave lack of csution or open deflance.

The Cootes, near Fermoy, gave a dence at a time when the
I.R.A, prohibited dancing es a sign of Netionel Mourning for
fallen rebels. The Cootes got & Britigh seroplane to guafd
the house, It was a beautiful house, panelled with Irish timber

grown on the estate, They had to watch it perish, and when
Mrg Coote, who had been noted for charity, left the gpot for
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ever, an old women rughed out with moans and grosns to bid
farewell, declaring “how we will miss you". I hope you may",

was poor Mrs Cootes ;arr natural hard, dr;;r rejoiner. Like most
Unionists, she was probably entirely at a logs to distinguish
between terroriged local f riends and the official plotter. Four
years }ater I travelled (dnknown) with a poor woman from that
neighbourhood who told me what & bitter loss they had gustained.
No more charity, no more employment even! And fermers eround,
who had bought neighbouring vacated coum.:ry houges, "did nothing
for nobody". Meanwhile, poor Mrs Coote, geeking a %resh houge
in Englnnd; Wrote to Grace Montgomery sgy ing how hard i1t was

for old people like themselves, how hard and how strange, to
have to begin all gver againl!. Some of the old people were
detexrmined to regist the pm;auu. Two old ladies lived cloge
together in a big house in Bo. Kilkenny, near the coel mines.
One of them informed the Military that an ambush had been planned,
which wes accordingly prevented. The information wes tracked
and a party of I.R.A. arrived at the house to destroy it. The
English soldiers had already persuaded one gister to leave along
with them, but the other stuck to the place, and when told it
mus® be vacated for burning, she absolutely wefused to go. After
much argument, ghe digappeared from view and the place was re-

morselessly fired. It was supposed she must have perished in
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he flames. But in reality, she had climbed into the W.C, water
ank under the roof and remained in it all night with only her head
bove water, whilast the flameg roared arocund her. The commercial
raveller who told me the tale, never heard how she reached the
round afterwards, or what happened next to this indomitsble old
oul. Such stories savour more of the middle ages than of the
Oth century.

While horror after horror wag being enacted around us, we
till s trove at Cappagh to keep & few peaceful things going. It
88 no use however, to think of our Show, which had been guch an
vent for six long years. Our friend, Michsel Cunninghem, had
ad a dreadful adventure, all t hanks to our last one, which had
pemed %o go off so well. He had discovered that Burke wes letting
sople into the grounds gratis, in retumn for a tip, through holes
1 the hedge which he had been get to wateh. Words followed, and
rs Burke, in order to wreak vengesnce, had lodged a false reporst
;aingt him (Cunninghem), with the Military. Micheel wes arrested
1d lodged in the Lismore barracks. A poliveman who knew him,
2ve him up his bed end forgot his gun in it (he apparently always
lept with a loaded gun beside him!). Michael wes found in the
yming peacefully sleeping haaide-thu gun, and the fact that he
2d not attempted to hold up the barracks with it mist have made

very favoummble impression. Anyhow, Beverley did what he could

1d got Michael off, A pleturesque minor vengeance of Heayen
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21 wes wreasked upon the Burkes some time later, when their friends
off & lorry ¢alled in and devoured the whole of the childrenis
tea, go that when the poor urching arrived from school there
was nothing left for them in the poor cottage to eat or to drink!
I gee by old letters to Mother thet in spite of all we had a ciam;a
in the Hall on July 24th, the first for ten months, at which a
“pick brigade® (a brigade for digging trenches across the rosds)
wag presgent in great force - the young men who were responsible
in many pleces for tlhree fold trenches dug scross the roads, %o
sey nothing of obstructing trees, (The Military used to round
"boys"® up from time to time to remove those, sspecially at lisss
hours ).

The truce however begen on July llth, so this dmce must
have been something in the nature of & celebration. lore
noteworthy is the fact that Em, and May were able %o carry on
their Badminton Club all through the early summer. They played
on our tennis lawn every Sunday, and had tea in the basement
afterwards. Also on every Thursday aftermnoong I wrote to
Mother in May: “the two men in the Co-op Store, the digpensery
doetor end the neighbouring farmer folk, make up very happy
parties and give each other tea by tumms. As one of them maid:
“Tt 1ig like & bit of Heaven, and nobody could imegine a war 1is

on"®, BEvery now and then, somebody on horseback, however, would
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921 interrupt the proceedings, and a whisper would go round

"Dispatches!",

klthnug-ﬁ Badminton became such a popular game, I can
well remember having to defend it's reputation by discovering
in an Encyelopeedia that it originated in the Eagt - pnot in
BEngland! The Summer Agsized were held in Waterford, just
before ‘:‘:he truce (during the first week of July 1921, as I
cen remember). Beverley, as already narrated, had been sum-
moned &g a Grand Juror. A few days beforehand, a whisper

reached us that he was to be kidnapped at Cappegh Station.
So we get out two deys in aedvance, and I copy a degeription of
what happened next, which I gent to Mother.

"The train was packed with tropps and the civilians crowded
in earriages to themselves, so as to be as far from & conflict
as possible. There was not hing for it, shoukd an ambush take
Place, except to pile portmentaux againgt the window. But the
embugh was reserved for two days later, and meanwhile the only
event was the gelzure of the Sheriff's bag by a member of the
I.R.A., who escaped with it over the station wall in Dungarvan
just before the goldiers asrrived who were to secure good order
on the platform. They drove up & minute late in a echarabanc

protected by a Lewis gun mounted in the midst of it, and Dby an




armoured e¢ar. They were unconcerned end did not know what was
“just after happening" , of which the only remeining sign was

blood on the face of the Sheriff's man who had been struck
between the eyes and on the nose, so that, stupified and
astonished, he let go the bag. We arrived gafely at a geasgide
hotel in Tremore, which was full of lawyers on circuit and
priests on holiday, of old ladies hursing their nerves, of young
couples having a Sunday flirt to the sound of mugic and to the
accompaniment of cards, whilst far away, below on the beach, &
me rry—-go-round whirled boys and girls on “a stud of (wooden)
hackneys, race horses and hunters!™, The drought which weaas
starving the cattle, the nunuhina‘ﬁhich wag giving us incompar-
able deys, the approaching Conference and the prospects of pesce,
such were the topies which accompanied & five cow se 6/- dinner.
An orchegtra played to ug in the crowded lounge, beginning with
'iha Bogey Colonel" and ending with “Peace land". Next day,

at breakfagt, the footsore maids, whd haed not .regoverd from
their Sunday of walting on eighty-three people (and dancing with
gome of them afterwards) whispered to ua that the ralils were
torn up and that nobody could travel by the toy rallway which
led to Waterford Assiges! Regardless of kidnapping r isks, the
Crown Solicitor set off ;n an outgide car with his clients.

(Two K.C's and the rest of the circuit, anticipating trouble,

had left the night before).
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The station was indeed closed. Neverthelegs, a great
throng of workers and police enebled the train to gtart three
quarters of an hour late,. Cne of the two small cases for
Assize were drawn. The other was dismissed becaige there
Was neither witnesses nor petty jurors to decide it. The
Judge made a melancholy charge. The Grand Jurors retumed to
thelr wives at the gea-side with stories of a degerted town
(-deserted but for the tenk and armoured cars and the cohorts
of “"Forces" guarding the Court House), and filled with e r-
plexities fagarding how to return to t heir homes for & derailed
enginr and three telescoped carriages of the Rosslare express
lay across the mein line,

The other ambushed train, which in ordinary circumstances
we would have travelled by, daghed throush the gates cloged.
againgt it at Cappagh to escape ghots fired from both gides of
the line, and with broken windows, but without further cagual-
tles from shot, was blocked further on by the dersiled engine.
This weg so heevy that on irplement had had to be sent for to
Dublin to remove it. It might be there for AR 0e Sasmpins @
Tuesday a.m. arrived, and with it nohhing to do but to sit still
and watch the pale blue waves bresk white on the pale yellow
beach and gee the orange sunlight play on bathers' skins, vwhilgt
wondering, in the absence of letters, whether reprisals were

going on - for noonday had brought a newgpaper. It spoke
]
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not pnly of outrages, but of thougands walting and praying

outgide thu.%!-rlanainn House, of cordial greetings and hope ful
auguries within those doors of doom. In our hotel old people
dreamt in arm chairs of Peace. Young people hired a car for
races glles awaey and took pleanks with them to get seross the
Trenches . . . . . The sun sank over a world still and
breathless in its golden haze, The gold turned to apricot
and was lost in the meauve distances of that Southern Sea, or in
the lilac sky. The mace-goers retummed with gambling gemes.
They had bridged twelve trenches and avoided yard-wide holes
@hich punctured the roads like a golitaire board. Chorus
songs kept us awske till 1,30 a.m.

On Wednesdaey, July 6th, we returned thirty-seven miles
(divided into three stretches) over roads which were obatructed
by five broken bridges, boulders four feet high get up over the
road like a group of nine ping on a board, fallen trees, great
ératers of holes, teenches fifteen feet scrogs. The firgt
stretch (to ) we performed in & motor car
per Permit with a plank lashed to itg gldes for use over
bridges and gaps. The gecondstrech (to Pungarvdn) we covered
in a closed bread van minug Permit, with a Mejor beside the
driver, who undertook %o placate the Miligary, (They had

imprisoned somebody the dey before for getting a 1lift without
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a permit). The third stretech wes performed in a gecond
hired ﬂ, under a second Permit, driven by & lad in a har ry |
He "Had to be out all night". |

I think it was on Thursday, 8th, the truce wag announced,
which began on Monday, July 1llth.

*Thurgday, if I remember right, is the Feast of St.Elizabeth,
Patronesa of Peace, end July 11th that of Oliver Plunkett". This
degeription, written near the time, brings back many detalils to
me which I had quite forgotten, or which I sssociate only with
the troubles which followed and which were destined, by the
violence of their impaet, to ghove everything I have yet written
into a dim background. It is fortunate we do not know what
lies ahead of us. I think many of ua would have logt all
courage if we could have guegsed we were only half way tlrough
“the trouble™, In fect, now in 1925, when people speak of
"the trouble" they usually allude to the eivil war and end by
declaring they wish the Engligh were back]

During the anxieties which preceded T;ha Truce, Dorothy i:t“"*'"“ '
Visited the Childers in Dublin, hoping to find them snxious
for peace, On the contrary, said Mrs Childers, thers was a
greaihmnrﬂ to be done in the line of warfare, such as wresgking

bosssuger Lraina in Englend! She was very kind in the mattex

of advertising my book 'which ghe had originally adviged me to




write) and I went to thenk her, the early Spring of /22
and in June /22. On the first occasion she deployed a
scheme for the Free State (which had “heaps of money") %o
finence the farmers, which nearly brought off the hair of
economists when I mentioned it. On the second occasion,
ghe was too esger sbout the Republicen ceuge to realise in
the lesst the economie consequences of civil wer. She
mist heve known about the onsleught on the houses of her
elags (Childers is supposed by some to have helged to burm
them in Kerry) because she entered upon & gratultous argu-
ment eoncerning their uselessness end would ligten to nothing
I had to say in their d efence. Heither weag she able %o
reslise (4in spite of her wish to be kind) what we were per-
sonally going through - only wanted me to apprehend that they
(her family) hsad hed “hothing but sorrow". This was long
before the execution of Childers.

From first to last the amnals of our railway line held a
good deal of comedy ag well as tragedy. A gtory was told
of Archdeacon Burkitt on the platform at Cappoquin cautiously
geeking e safe seat in a carriage well removed from the
English soldlers. These however ¢ sught sight of him dodging
away and peremptorily beckoned to him to get in with them,
which he most reluctantly did. "You see, reverend gentleman,

we are h'expeetin' a hambugh, an 'though we are a mixed lot
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in 'ere, some of us Catholics, still we'd like to 'ave &
clergyman with us in case of 'haceident".

Many stories were told of people being shot through their
sleeves or their trousers and of getting under the sseats for
gafety. “Shall I have to travel all the way under the geat?"
agked a friend we had invited to atay with us. Jokes and
the Iimoxkam usual little daily occupations, many of them myhow,
peralst whilet an old order heaves and cracks arcund usg ; and
thus the human vace endures. All the seme, as I read sgain
in enother letter dated Oct.27/21 “"Molony herdly thinks it
Worth while to mend a door, or Poyner to cut down a thicket,
because there mgy be war sgain tomovwow". It was becoming a
raph speculation to do thege dad.lythinén! In the same latter
I tell Mother that "drills,parades cantinﬁa galore®, And I
Tind it was now that Mr. Wyse finally decided to sell up and
leave the country because he was ssked (on the top of the
ingult elready narrated) to put up and feed ten Volunteevs
during “"manceuvres". Then I tell her how "everyone is morve
or leas in debt and hanging on to bank deposits ,which alone
stand between them and the winter" - cattle having been un-
saleable.  The lean years had begun, which are to mun the
proverbial number of seven, according to Columcille (in
Succegsion to the far ones of the War) befar e our Irish

Millennium can begin - and "the powators sprouted three timeg",
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He had foretold that too. All the o0ld men in 1921 were

Vocal over the fulfilments of Columeille, e specially when
peace actually came "between the hay and the corn™. But
Kate's o0ld father ghook his head and declared there would be
Worse to come yet, and that we would all live to gee a “"squib
of a war",

We had a great dance for the White Cross at the Hall this
Autumn of /21 (Americen Relief Fund for Ireland), and cleared
thirteen guinems. A record for one night.

( e book J hed wniften )

"The Trail of the Black and Tam"l appeared (I think) in
Oetober. All bad languege had been obliterated ag being
"unfit for Nuns* (our only.reading publie), and the publication,
due months bafofu, had been deleyed till the Truce was assured,
and thus my purpose in writing the boolk wWas completely frusgtrated.
But even now I hear of people reading it 8till, in order to re-
capture the spirit of those days, mnd at the game time it wes a
wondurfully+pnpular work - I guppose becmige it did feithfully
reflect EhuA pregent idecs. Then too, so far as people were
concerned who lived in the immesdiate neighbourhood, they liked
to trace the femiliar happenings, and to speculate as to who the
originals of my characters might be - Farmers, clerks, shopkeepers,

labo?rara - all read it upually at a rapid gulp. Bverything they
uut
knajAHan there, except the two erowning incidents of a Ma jor
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ahooting hig Colonel and then doing the 0ld man to death,

Sut thege too had their foundation in the current rumouvs of
the time and gounla eaally be paralleled by events we had all
heard of. The book was confiseated in Dublin and Cork book-
shops by the B & T's, who, however, possesged themgelves of
BeVen coples for perusal in Dungarvan barracks, and who bought
80 at the Westland Row bookstall before they finally retumed
to England - (as witness to the tales they told their shocked
fanilies when they got there?). Some of thege men came of
{gpad families, and enlisted with quixotic resolves; others
are known now to have besn deliberately oulled from pri son and
from slum, For ingtance, Patrick Meron, the notorious
Crumbleg mrderer, was recogniged by people who had enjoyed
his scquaintance in Waterford, when his picture appeared in
the press. The most eredible explanation I have ever heard
for this éxtraordinary Government poliey is that it was modelled
upon a gcheme applied with guccess in New York, where the
Municipal duthorities, unable in any other wey to get rid of

& gang of determined eriminals, enlisted a eéounter gang to deal
with then. This plan Posslbly appealed to politicians who
Wweres utterly unable to realise that they had to deal Wbty |
n5¥ia gang, but with badly directed idealigm, It was out of

this same migteke that doubtlesg, the idea arose at all that
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the Irish case wes one for the police (whether good police or

bad police) to deal with. The TI.R.A. hed declered war, snd
3¢ ¢t hings had got to De fought out instead of being decided con-
stitutionally, it would have been better and ghoxtex to sccept
the challenge., In one phase, &t &any rate, the army and not
the police deslt with the gituation, and shelled the camp of
the I.R.A, at Fettigo. It wag the accuracy of that.shnlling
which econvinced the Republican Commandeyr of the "futility of
physical force", to quote his own expression, when, like many
another, he told me the tale of his exploits. I had promiged
a copy of my book to those who had helped me %O write it, by
telling me all they knew.

So one afternoon 1 drove off with a copy for Captain
Tommy Dee, who had guarded the house in 1920, and who had by
thig time presented me with plenty of vivid descriptions of
whet heppened inside the doors of "lockups"; and another
eopy for sn old R.I.C, Sergeant, who gave me equally graphic
ascounts of what went on outside the doors. First 1 drove to
a degolate little farmatead on the edge of the moorlend vhich
erowns the mguntain ridge we see from our windows st Cappagh,
via a ruuf'ﬂant:.r Crogs" end up & ho:{‘:ﬁ which ascends like the
wall of a house. iliras Dee waa ﬁ£ ﬁénigas to guess what had
brought me, and eagerly led me %O where her son Was chopping

gticks in a wood . He greeted me with shy disnity, gay 1ng

*# thf:, (v 'gi-hwﬁ m iy ool
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"I am not in my regimentals This time"., We walked togetheyr

to the top of the ridge to "the Winigters Mound®™, a place where
the mock funeral of a clergfman had been held during the old
nnti—tiihn agitations. There he took from his pocket the

listle diary, evidently weathur—atainud;frum & niding place,

and read to me his doings, whilst I wondered, partly at the

tale and partly at the wonderful panorama spread out in grey
shimmering peace beneath us., The boy had evidently been more

or less stage struck at the gituation in vhich he found himgelf,
doing however nothing very violent as times went; on the contrary,
reapeuring and comforting the vietims of the fray where he could
(inocduding a ledy on a lightship in “high-stericks"), bus always
to the gound, so it seemed to me, of peals of thunder, flaghes of
1ightning, and of fog horns. Then he ghowed me the corner of a
plough field with nothing remarkable asbout it, whilch he gaid
covered a dump, and then tnhaéﬁ leaves which he had been drying
in a shed, showing that in spite of his environment he was not
without economic intereats. He introduced me to & wild-looking
shoek-headed brother, who was doing volunteer police work under
the T.R.A, over a huge tract of country. Then I sat dovn to tea
wdth the "peeler® and the ﬂaptnin, when the latter suddenly be-
thought himgelf of something elge he wanted to diow me. He

rughed into his bedroom and brought out & handful of green

-




powdexr which he threw on to the fire, instantly producing

8 gmall explosion, and filling the rﬁnm.with fumes of sudphur.
Mrg Dee rushed in emelaiming "Oh the boys, the boys™, and
opened the windows. ‘1.huck;tfu1 of that would hléw up a
lorry", explained the ﬁrou& menpufacturer. In fact, 1t was
this ;am- infernal substance which had blown up a mumber of
poor little band boys at Youghel a short time previously.
When I was going away, the spirit of mischief geized me, and I
frightened them all by declering that now I was going to visit
a peeler of a different description. They were much relieved
when they found I only meant old Sergeant Corcoran, who was
living near them, trusted and immune from pe¥secution, becsuse
he had had the good sense to retire betimes from the R.I.C.

as a protest:

At Imag time some of the boys of the neighbourhood begzed
me %o lend the house for a dance to celebrate the Treaty. "“But
" the Dall hasg not ratified it yet", I reminded them. “Perhaps
there will be no Treaty". But thay would not hear of hig
at all. They were sure it would be all right! Would I
not just lend the rooms for once and Jlgave ghgﬁ to do the
inviting., This, I found, was becamse they dreaded my de-
mocratie leanings, and they wanted gnly Officers! They

algo wanted to exclude the Bricky corps. Altogether, the




peth Dristled with pitfalls, end I declined. These same boys
who Were gso anxious to celebrate the Treaty, afterwards became
the most determined anti-treatyites of the neighbourhood. 1In
the game way, Molomy the ironmonger in Bridge St (brother of the
man who was wounded at the Crosa) positively gmacked hig lips
when he digcussed the Treaty with me, and said "Is it not lovely?"
He became one of the leaders of revolt againgt the Treaty in ]
Dungarven. It was just the same in Dublin. Friends who know
the people concerned said that Madame Markietvitch and lirs Childers
wers Doth delighted beyond measure until de Valera spoke. "He
Wwont have i%!", exclaimed a man, in sccents of consternat ion,
Just asg I wa; handing in money one morning at the bank. There
was a rush for the newspapers. Too true. People seemed unable
to believe it. And then the cleavage began.

Musters of Volunteers were gathered in Aiffevent places
and haremgued. Oathg were re-impoged. “"Let anybody who is in
favour of the Treaty step out and say so", exclaimed the officer
at Cappagh Crose, with & cocked revolver ready. The gight of
it wasg enough. Hobody stepped out. This man afterwards cheanged
his mind, slipped out of a dance into somebody's car and made
off for Kilkenny (the only Free State or pro Treaty garfiaon,
besides Dublin). His Volunteer colleagueg at the dance soon

missed him, got into a lorry and erashed gl ong in pursuit. The
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turneoat was only saved by some rallway gates which cloged

behind him in time, and he reachad Kilkenny just ss his pursuers
were upon him.

We had a dance ourpelves thet night in the Hall, The laz sl
Trangport Union had forbidden a play begause they had quarrelled
With some of the performers. Sooner than be dictated to, the
Committee decided %o push through a dance, and a large Volunteey
eontingent guerded the proceedings.

OQutside the house of & notorious rough, Michael O'Niell,
Volunteers paced ell night. Why, we never fomid out.

Taken altogether, it was a lively night in the digtrict.

But nights were getting lively, and were destined to be livelier
yet.

"What is it ebout the Oath?", I agked Tommy Dee, "What
is all the trouble about?" .

"Well, there are three Oaths", replied Tommy, “one more
seriocous than another. The first-got you to join the I.R.A.
and obey orders. The gsecond wes all that, bt you had to give
& month's notice before leaving. The third was worst of all,
and you had %o swear it by the blood of sll the Martyrs". "Oh,
save ug", exclaimed his mother, who wes listening. "Yﬁu had %o
awear you would do all in your power lay to get a Republie. Well,
I consgider I done it, w that's why 1'm for the Treaty!N.
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On Feb 8/22, I wrote to Mother: "It ig quite amsing the
way reviewersm (of the Trail) get longer and longer, and more
and more appreciative, the more my friends, the Black and Tans,
remove themselves. I wag told in Waterford station bookstall

that the book was being read everywhere, and it is uncanmy

how people of quite opposite Persuasiona like it. An old

Nationalist Auctioneer called it "a megnificent production®,
and a Unionist family near ug eXpressed themsgelves "touched
and delighted" - go how they are all pleased, Heaven kncﬁj.f
A retired police gergeant tells me it hag been extensively
read in barracks, and is pronounced "a very fair picture",

"and indeed", he said, "if it had been much blacker, it would
8t1ill be very fair!"™, (Thie, I think, was Corcoran of Ballin-
amﬁit, whom we hud.hauaad g caretaker in 01d Cappagh Housge,
nobody being willing to let him have a house %o live for

though
fear of seeming to befriend an ex-enemy! Even poor old Cor-
coran had resigned as a protest ! {agﬂiﬁat the uses the R,I.C,
were put to). I also told Mother in the game letter that I
thought people at large were sick for peace and order, and
determined to have bhoth, and very confident of ultimate gucceas.

"1 feel everywhere a hope of apring in the 8ir, checking anxiety.

He?ﬂr 1-"1 IrE].&n'ﬂ wars =11511E mo re B:;El‘ﬂﬂrﬂjﬂﬂr}' or Exhilﬂrﬂtmg

timeg, Everywhere the forces of ogcupat ion and repress ion
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moving out and the I.R.A. taking possession of all the eigadels

and barracks, organising its atanding orders and police force,
and Tinding themselves ingtalled in the Very premiges where not

long ago they were beingz “done in". (Here, after the lapse
of years, I pause to make another note. One of the mogt fatuousg
things the British Government ever did was to hend over barracks
and military equipment to the I.R.A., without agseertaining
whether or no it was pro treaty. Alone Dublin and Kilkenny
declared for the Treaty, and this in itself wag fortuitous.
The rang and file followed the lead of commanding officers un-
quaati&%}y and as in the days of the English great Rebellion,
most of the Army was out to resist Parlisment in order to be
top dog itaalﬁl

With regard to the "police force", I was told an illumin-
ating astory,. "How do you reeruit for it?", asked the widow
of & former member of the R,I.C., who many years before had
retired on to a farm near us, “Oh, we just go down the
street, end when we meet our friends, we tell them %o Join us".
"ind who cooks for you?", pursued the questioner, rather
shocked. "Oh, Paddy so and so. He'd much sooner be eooking
for us then cutting turf off the mountaing®, To gee thege
men, undisclplined and wild-looking, tearing round on the
lorries of their predecegssors, soon made us all understand

that the majority were out to copy the worst traits of the
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mogdel recently set before them. When Wichael Colling

came to Dungervan to speak in favour of the Treaty,Pm demon-
ium reached its height. The lorry on which he gtood with
hia supporters wag driven full tilt towards the edge of

the Quay (just as Brennock with his big mouth wide open was
beginning a apeech), and but for & revolver to the driver's
head the whole party might have been in the gea. Shots
were fired in every direction, in order to intimifate the
speakers, who behaved with extraordinary cowrage.

When de Valera shortly after came to town, he addressed
& melancholy smell meeting in the wind-swept square, whilat
a volce monotonously reiterated "Give ug the 14 Pointa,
give us the 14 pointa!". He looked so dejected, my tender
heart felt quite gorry for him. He geemed to the doctor
to be"in need of a rest-cure".

I did not go to either meeting. I wes more interested
in the people around me than in their leaders,

Beverlay attended the shove meeting in Dungarvan. In
the course of his speech de Valera gaid "I guppose there is
no one standing in the crowd who flesires to be & gubje et of
King George? I have asked the quegtion at 50 peetings, and
no one hag snswered "I do". DBeverley wes just going to ghout
out "I do", when a perfect hail of revolver ghots fell all
around. -le threw himgelf flat, as did many other people,
and could only suppose that this was part of the stage man-
agementi| The same week, when speaking at Garrick-on-Suir, de

V. used-the words "I anticipate that before long we shall
be wading in the blood of our brothers".
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n;aﬂnmh, ix-Blaak end Tang @dd in many cases 'joiﬁaup', like
the gentleman in the cave on Kerry cliffs, who so longz held
the Free State &rmy at bay). To resume my letter: "the most
serious menace is the attitude of Labour on the one hend and
'Ulster' on the other. There is widespresad unemployment - - -
much desultory and unorganised 8triking on the railways and
it was given out yesterday that unless & ‘settlement' was arrived
at by 12 last night, the men would put 'Document’ No.2' into
operation, viz “take over the lines and run them themselveg",
(The "settlement"™ which eventuated that summer was indeed very
"settling™ for the poor railway men when the line was put com-
pletely ous of aection for, was it? eighteen months! My letter
Winds up by saying "Isabel is with us and rubbing her eyes still
over the astrange situations which she finds, one of which is
the attitude of many former Unionists towards the Ex-Government -
they are prenared to live anywhere, anyhow, except under the
British flag!"

On the 23rd of Pebruary, /22, the Sinn Fein Clubs met in
Convention. Last year I met an ex volunteer lad who told me
how the meetings which were ealled to elect delegates were in
many places summoned either at too short notice or in a hole-and-
corner way. Thus responsible Sinn Feiners, bitterly disappointed

at Dev's attitude, and hoping for accommodation, were not elected,
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and those Who wen% up wera askel to vote on the bald
quegtion, did they prefer Free State ("Freack State the
intransigeants called it) or Republie, end were never
warned that on the issue hung peace or war. Many who na-
turally said they preferred a republic, recoiled in horror
at the consequences, yet did not like formally to recant,
although some few did so.

There is scant sense of public honour in our primitive
communities, and I can well believe that all this was so.
Many is the meeting on some lesser trifling issue which T
have seen packed or bullied into passing resoluzions it did
not mean., Meanwhide the Communist labour leaders mugh have
been well eware of the split thats was coming, well aware too
of how a situation was developing in Ireland which held just
the possibilities thaet had fructified in Soviet Ruasia. I
rnadfﬁharliu'n account of a Russian village, in which his
host tells him how he mcquired his sixty or g¢ extre scres
of land, and my blood ran cold, for I knew that there was
nothing around us to prevent similar happenings . Boycott
of this persomn and boycott of that one who displeaged the
Labour world was going on all around us: MeGrath, the
Secretary of the Farmers Union, was picketted against food

supplies because he had dismissed Maurice Lyneh. This man
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ie =n interesting psychological study. He had a wife and
child in a cottage of ours which we had sltvered to ensble
them to marry. After the gtrike was over we employed him
because nobody else would. A gulky scowl never left his
face. “Vietory is to the strongest", he said, end he
seemed sodden with the doctrines of the physical force party.
He did not believe in human goodness, though one day he
remarked indulgently, that he did think I cared for the
labourers. Soon afterwards he deliberately cut down all
the foxgloves in a wood which he was "slashing" (this waa
in 1924) because it seemed I had ssked him to spare ghem!

It was not till the following winter 1924-25 that the scowl
left his face and he began to loock humen (his wife likewise).
I had alweys said we must employ fewer people if we bought
a motor car and B. bought one - albeit sccondhand. Some-
body hed to go but, thinking helf a loaf better than ne
bread, we divided the work between Msurice Lynch ( the last
men on) and our specisl friend Maurice FitzGerald. This
was an odd cause for good humour after so many sulky years,
but we had at last furnished a proof that we did pnot possess
inexhaustible wealth to divide out amonz the proletariat,
and also we had not "vietimigzed" an ex-gtriker for the sake
of one who had elways s tood by ug - a man who owed him

more then one good tumm, but who nevertheless became a tool
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22 in the hands of boozing Trangport Union Secretaries. Our

Cooperative Store was warned it must not gerve MeGrath with
food. The Manager was a member of the Trangport Union,

and for the sake of pesce I arranged (as Sec.) with the
Committee that he should not be assked tn,di;ahuy his Union,
but that he ghould be instructed to send for myself or some
Other member of the Committee if MoGrath or his wife called,
and we would serve them. All this took place and provoked
much expostulation from Willie Ryan, the See. of the Balli-
nameela branch of the T. Union. A full dress meeting
between himgelf, Landers, of Modeligo, Nagle the T.U. Organ-
iser, Butler of Dungarvan, the chairmen of the Modelige and
Ballinameela Committees on the one hand and of our Coopera-
tive Committee on the other, was arranged to take place in
our Ceop. shop. Beverley endeavoured to explain that the
requeat of the Transport Union that the Coop. Committee
should boyecott certain of the Finisk Soaintﬁ(; sharehdlders,
was illegal, “There is no law" declared Negle triumphantly.
e haltava in force. But I suppose "leering across the table
at mn] ynu believe in Griffiths and Colling!" [Luadexﬁaf the
Free State Party. I felt the electrie nhrilﬁlof anxiety
which went through the poor cooperators, who éaw in this

fn attempt to sidetrack the issue. "Believe? believe?,
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My Nagle," I replied, perplexedly, "I believe in God"

There was a great gilence. Afterwards Tom Hurley gaid to
me "You are tip top in the pulpit - you should always be

in it". Blarey perhape, but anyhow they were relieved,
and the salk got back to business, which did nos prevent
Nagle dropping a few more pearls, such as "The times pever
were 80 good", that is for the labourers starving with unem-
ployment all over Ireland, Few people said much except
Nagle and Landers. Beverley appealed to two lebourers whom
Landers had brought with him for an opinion, but they could
g6t no further tham declare repeatedly "What My. Lander seyg
we thinke ", so they got the nicknemes ever afterwards dfom
B. of "Lander's children". "You had better give in", gaid
fat Butler (a T.U. Sec. in Dungerven), almost kindly. "I
know I would, if I was going to get into trouble!™. When he
and Negle (both afterwards T.Ds) wnet off in & motor car, I
bad them goodbpme, saying "Peace and good will go with you",
and I shall never forget the ironical way Nagle repeated
(although he could not help being amused) "Peace and good
willi®. We had finally agreed to call a general meeting
(of our 170 members) to decide what should be done. ofr
course only a handful turned up, be it recorded to their
credit, although some were labourers, and although I left

the room g0 as not to put pressure upon them, they voted
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the cooperative rules ghould be kept. I was very much
relieved, though I knew that now we were in for serious
trouble and a further complication had arigen gso far as

we were personally concerned, becguse a request had been
made by the Tramgport Union that we should either force

our men who did not belong to them ox who belonged to other
Unieons, to join up, or else dismiss them, which of course

we refused to do. There were four men involved: old
Glency the steward, who be longed to the Fermers Union,

Joe Brown the chaffeur,who belonged to the Engineers and
Mechaniecs Union, Miehael Sexton, the gardener, who was in the
act of trying to join the Gardeners Union (though hig corres-
pondence on the gubject was apparently being tampered with
in the Post Uffice, where a Labour censorship was becoming
evident), and John Power, ex-shldier, was helping Sexton

(on a training grent for ex-moldiers who wished to become
gardeners). So all our skilled men were likely to be in
difficulties with us, except Molony the carpenter, a dark
horse, and too old to be in any Union at all.

Seeing how dark were the gathering clouds, I one day
took the farm pony and cart down to the store before anyone
Was about to tell tales, and bought up & load of tesa, gugar,
flour, etc etic., which I stored in the house, and never was

foresight better wewarded as the event proved .. Then I
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went over to England for a short visit to Mother, hopinz to be
héﬂk before the storm broke. It was not to be.

I was recalled after a week by telegram, and was agked
when T got to Dungarvan "Was it not aad about poor Clancy (the
steward)?", but nobody uﬁuld tell me exactly what had happened,
Full of aﬁziaua foreboding, I took a ear out to Cappagh. A
deadly silence geemed %o prevail over our little himeof dndus-—
try. I met two boyas who were not in our employment, bringing
the milk out of the cveamery. Percy end Em. were feeding the
c¢alves. An old sow was about to farrow, and I spent the reat
of the day (on the top of my long journey) in the gtye .

There had been terrible goings on in my absence, which 1
find it hard to set gquite in order, for every day and hour |
seemed to carry its own crieis in some direction with it. In

the Tirgt place a train load of roughs hed been imported from

the city of Waterford (armed with eticks), to enforce a lightning

8trike azaingt the proposed reduction of wages (from 35/ - %o

30/- in our case) which had come into force on lMay Eﬂth:EE.
(And none of the labourers had protested. There had been an
onget in a number ol directions at once. ' Roche, the shop
maneger, was commended %o give up the keys of the astore to

Willie Ryan's (local Sec, of Transport Union) erowd, which he

foolishly did. The gardener was ordered to give up the keys




of the garden but stoutly refused, and wes sent home to
starve with hig large family, i.e., picketted in hig houge .
The proposal of the Transpvort Union was to hand over the
garden %o & certain drunken sot called Barry, who was to
work the gerden and divide the proceeds with the Transpors
Union. A mob invaded the yard which the Cunninghams could
hear howling and shotiting from Drumroe two snd a half mileg
away . They told me they never expected to gee the place
standing afterwards. They threatened to shoot @lancy if he
would not join the Transport Union. Claney, unexpectedly
fortified by the stout presence of Joe (the groom), refusged
to join, and both men were told to leave by the next train -
Which was commted to the Tirst train in the morning. Ap-
parently it created gome little flutter of gonasternation when
the Clanceys and Joe renlly went , the poor little children
earrying a few pet possessions and their mother's piecture to
the station. Iuekily there was an uncle's farm houge in
Co. Wexford to receive them, and Joe went %o his family
near Cork.

In the course of subsequent doings, our water supply was
cut off - and then restored! The bank balance of the Shop
wag demanded to be transferred to the Transport Union by a
erowd of men who called in the middle of the night and were

grievously disappointed to find only 7/6d4 wes there!. "Why ,
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it would not even buy & dyink". The Coop. Committee met in
the eross roads, not being allowed to meet in the stors, and
published a statement in the paper that they were no longer
regponsible for the conduct of the store ox for the debts it
had contracted! Thig seems to have ultimately scared some of
the wilder npiéitu in command, for, after & brief period of
feeding the pickets out of the shop, they left 1t geverely alone,
aftey taking the precaution of picketting it so that none but
labourers (i.e., Transport Union Members) might continue to deal
iiﬂru. An effort was also made to persuade sharsholders %o
“wagovar their ghares" by not psying for the goods they bought.
This proved a popular proposition in meny quarters. Burke, for
ingtance, promptly ran up a bill, gtill unpaid, for over five
pounds on the strength of his 4/~ ghare,

I do not know whether half-undergtood C.W.S, leaflets
about the Cooperative Union being the "Commissariat of the
Lebour Party®, i.e., in time of logck-outs no Co-op would shut
its doors, were partly responsible for initial eagernegs to
"take the ghop over®. I think a foggy notion obtained, even
among shareholders, thet the shop might be a recognlsed way for
obtaining food gratis in strike time. Howwwer this may Dbe,
it Bave way to a far from foggy notion on the part of the Trang-
fort Union Secretaries that here was & glorious opportunity for

finaneing private enterprise, and they posted all the hedges
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with a plecard "Finigk Valley Coop, Landers Ryan and Gnmpany'!
These worthies took the Manager in to Dunger@an to interview a
Solicitor, presumably in order for him to make out the tigle-
deeds in their favour! He was the pame man who had fefended
our late lManager in aﬁ smbezzlement suit, and he probably so
frightensd them with stories of finanecial smbarragsment and the
liabilities they were undertaking, to say nothing of the eriminal
nature of their proceedings, that they ceme home with altered
mindg , Anyhow, the posters announcing the new Company dis-
appeared as thouszh by magie. We did not get the key back till
Sept. 1l2th, after all readilysaleable commodities had disappeared
and the place was locked up and lefg by the d egpairing Nanager,
who burled the cash in the garden for the Committee's pyaturn!

In the end, the T.U. was very glad to try and wriggle out nf-
fi%gl reaponsidlility and %o let the Society baek peacably without
the intervention of the Free Stete Commandant in Dungarvan who
Was prepared to send out two digpateh riders on our behalf!

But there were plenty of thieves by this time (who had alr&ady
broken in twice), and for a long period we carried on two days a
week in the bagement of Cappagh Housge for gafety. Then we re-
turned to the cross roads for a couple of months and were burmst

out in Feb .23,
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I think I cannot do better lhere than copy out verbatim,
even at the cost of some recapltulation, the account I wrote in
Mlugugt /22 of this period, snd the most terrible in my life
in it's hea®tbreak if not in its danger (for perhaps danger
wag even worse later on). But I was doomed to see all the
entsrpriges and long hopes of yearg frustrated by the very
people 1 had longed to benefit, This ia the fate of all
philanthropists, great and small, like mygelf during revolu-
tion. - an o0ld old fate, There wag a lMargquis of Condorcet in
18t¢h Century France of whom an historian gays: "His tolerance,
kindness and stout common senge had made him an object of
susplieion. He had given all and received nothing". He
was found with gome La%in book in his pocket by the roadside
and villagers threw him into a lockup becamige he knew Latin,
bound him and left him for trial next day, and in the morning
he was dead., Did his bonds kill him? ©No, I say it was the
great heart which had mede him write, when the French Republie
was first proelaimed: "Nature heg set no limit to our hopes
and the pieture of the Imman race, now freed from its chaing
and marching with a firm tread on the road of ¥ruth and virtue
and happinegs, offers to the philosopher a spectacle which
econsoles him for the errors, for the orimes and the ingustices

which gtill pollute and affliet thig earth", Ireland has now
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opportunities she never had before and is beginning (in this
year 1925) to shew her new spirit of gelf-reliance sobered by
repentance. Let us remember this when we write of 1922. My
v e Thpo
record pruns: "Retumrn et once. Strike on". And on Mey 27th,
1922, I returnsed to the @dlent and deserted hive. Twenty-four
hours of travelling, of anxipus headache, of business in London,
of travelling again, were gsucceeded by a long day of farm work.
Missp Whitehead and Percy were feeding the e¢alvea when I tumed
in. Charlie Lamb was groom. I became yerdman to the extent
of there and then superintending the birth of simSeen little
pigs.

The astrike had been heralded by violent speesches fronm
gagretaries and organigers and by the "taking ovexr" of our
Co-op store on llay 23rd, as recorded in the minute Dook of the
Society. That night a mob had assembled in our yard, inf ront
of Clancyds house, and told him to join the Trangport Union
or elesr. "Shoot me", cried Cleney, throwlng up hig hands,
“but I won't join®., "Rifle men, come on!", roaded Sec. Landers.
But as there were none &t this date %o come on, the ineldent
eloaed with Clancy's decision to leave next morning, which he
did, in spite of pergpiring entreaties from the now sober Landers
and from See. Ryan pot to be "driven out"., He "eleared" with

Joe, the groom, and & gtreet of crying children, Who carried
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away the mother's photo, wrapped in newaspaper - all that was
left of her, He went to his brother's farm in Wexford.

Joe, of the Motor Driver's Union, went to his brother's
farm near Cork. The gardener Sextion, of the Gardeners' Union,
refused to deliver up the ¥ey of the garden. He was told if
he would come out quietly he would get strike pay. He came
out (whilst retaining the key) and was left to starve with his
wife and five children. John Power (ex-sdldier and once R,J,U's
*man® or more truly- fr_i_._a_nﬁ), trainee under the Minisgtry of Labour,
algo left the garden, refuging to join the T.,U. MNary Walsh,
widow with six children, algo refused to"be made a glave of",
She wes threatened with gticks by pickets, dragged from the
laundry, and promised money sghe never goti. There remained
balonging to our staff, Tom - Murray, ploughman, Willie Walsh,
Tom Dalton and young lMurrgy of the farm. Dan Dumne, yard msn ,
John Hayden, Magon and Fat lkolony, c¢arpenter. He wag too o0ld, .
but akl the regt belonged %o the T.U, Thege men were all
either dragged out, or they came out for 35/- a week, ingtead
of the 30/~ they had agreed with us for ss from May 12th for a
year, They got 15/- (or should have go%t) strike pay. Unem-
ployed men were imported from Dungarven and even from Waterford,
ag well ag from the vlillages sround, to oblige contented men,
by meang of stiek and threat, tio join the discontented. In the

beginning our water supply was cut off, but by the time I
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arrived on the scene it had been regtored. It gpupplied
others than ourselves with water (the snimels top, ultimately
degtined for other ownerg!), and it appears to be taken ag a
rule by the T.U. not to n;ﬁdlu with wat er suppliea. B,, his
gigter, E. Whitehead, Charlie and Perey had all sttemptod
milking, and all had more or legs failed, with aching muscles -
even though one of the young Glaﬁ;yi, previous to the exodous,
had tried to lure the good humour of a cow by singing to her
and by stroking her tail! It wag due to thege failureg that
we arranged to pay two plekets 35/- a week o milk. They
ratloned us, and distributed the surplus to their friends.
Neither the Clancys nor our two little maids (15 and 16 years
0ld) wers allowed %o help us. B.W,, apart from her independ-
ent Tipperary character, could not be considerved a "farm hand",
and Charlie, thanks to his red beard, was loocked upon ag our
écugin, S0 thege two - Charlie for & while at any rate -
were allowed to feed and hormess the hunter and farm pony,
clean the gtables, fetch water from the distent well, feed
calves and twice a day and an expeeiant gow,

whilat the fanily of sixteen, with itg mother, required con-
stant attention for the first two dogye. The two ehief pickets
Luke Queally and John Tobin, were at thig date zood humoured,

and gave ug valuable advice in our unususl tesks, and it was




0Riely Shanks to them that Percy did not put the collar oves
the horge's taill From first to last pickets collected at
the lodge zates ée prevent Iood reaching the house. During
the Tirsgt five weeks they also ocaoupied gtyategic points in
the grounds, and I gquatted by the road-way leading to the
back door on the first Sunday after I got home , digcussing

the Russisn Tamine with John Tobin's father (& neighbouring

ecostager, who was now picket!), whilst he wst ched to see no
Joint should reach us for our Sunday dinner. Two things
struck me very much. Une wes, that he did not care two pence
about the famine, how it came to be, or who died of it. Bug
the Tact that the land hed been gieged wag intaresting, and
already known to him. The second point was that if he pos~-
sesged our land, he could work it to much better adventage
than we did ourselves. He was e&oi}ycriﬁiaﬂl of the follies
of our stewards, contemptuous of our ignorance (had not his
son warned us we should not give rew mangolds to a nur s ing
sow?), and gufficiently certain of the almighty power of the
T.U. ©o be falrly tolerant of our (doomed) opposition. He
only got angry and vehement in hig denial that Claney had been
“driven away", which would have been a breach of the Union
rules. (Or was it perhaps,after all, because even iy the

full Tlood of ruthlegsness these men were gometimes 80 YYY
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for their fellows? But I gaw no gign from firgt to lagt of
compunction for the eruel suffering inflieted on labourers
like themselves. Thege “had a Pfight" to join the T .U,

That was alll So much for the belief that "dog respects
dog") On Jﬁnu 5th, nine days after my returm, I had spent
the morning carting mangoldas with B.& P, in the afternoon

in arranging mileg of string and paper gtreamers over the

new potatoes, which the crows were deatroying in the kitchen
gayden, Then, at 6 p.m. I harnegsed the hunter with Charlie's
help in the dog cart, and set off tio Cappoquin to fetch Bev.
from a landowners' meeting. It had been a long day, for

I had wesded the onion bed before breakfast, from ¢ to 8 a.m;
and I wag feeling sad and tired out. I puppoged neighbours
in our own circumatances, gentry in other words, would realise
our position and be sympthetic, egpecially aa it seemed a%
the time ag if we weve fighting their battle vieariously,

for they were not, so far, picketted, and they had met to
gongider if they ecould comply with the T ,U. demands or not.
They had agreed, it seems, that they could not give move

then 30/- compatibly with retadning their full complement of
men, but they deglared themselves willing to go in for
Arvbitration (afterwards refused)., It was an anxious moment
for them, but I do not think their guxiety accounted for Gheir

aloof fances when they met me outside the meeting. No. I had
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agked (by requesgt of the Finisk Society) the chairman of
the Ballinameela branch of the T.U., one O'Dwyer, to meet the
Finigk Committee sbout our Booperative dispute, along with the
Transport Union secretaries, and I suppose they did not under-
gtand what had sctually happened, and thought I had in some
way queered the pitch for them. Anyhow, I had behaved in a
friendly and coneiliatory way towards what had become the
elegs enemy, and B, and I went home without one word of
synpathy or encouragement from any of them. At 10 p.n.
(Summer time) we reached the lodge gates, to find thirty
pickets sitting beside them. "Poor feslish lads", I said,
"T cannot bear to think of the harm you are doing yourselves".
"It is of no use arguing with them", admonighed B. "Yet they
never hear any but their own gide", I expogtulated. Moat of
them had young faces, hard and oritiecal. They searched the
trap for food and opened B'a bag. "What you are doing is
guite unlawful", he gaid, and I thought they winced. Half
an hour later I crept out of the house and down to the gate
in the gloaming. They had removed into the "40 acfe". 1
went toc where they all sat on the ground, around their two
secrataries.

"Boys", 1 began. "Tou never hear but one side. For
your own sakes I want you to hear ourg. The life we have

always led smongst you, since we came here eight years ago,
must %ell you what kind of people we are, and thet we are not
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your ennemies, whatever you are now tiocld. The first
thing we did, without being asked, was to raise the wages
of our men".
Yoice: "And you were the firast to lower them".
Self,squarely: "That ig a lie", (We had dropped from
35/- to 30/- along with the big employers of the district on
May 12th). Pauge. "Tell me, lads, how do you expect to get

milk from a dry eow?"

Voice: "Set the bull at her!™ Genersl laughter and appro-
bation. 0ld Kate safterwards told me, pityingly, that I should
have asked how to get blood from a mangold, and I would not
have laid myself open to repartee, Alag, my inadequate wits!

I gimply did not know what to ssy next. T was dumbfounded by
the e¢rsss brutality I had encountered. DBut still I argued

on whilst Sec.landers threw himself on his baeck on the ground
%o wallop more at easge, waggling his fat short legs and glapping
his stick airily about with his fat short arms, for all the
world like some foolish cur which had rolled over on its back
amongst confiding friends with its four paws waving asbove him.

"Took at your substitute for King George!™, I coried.

"Your little whisky king whom you must all obey, and who, 1
sadly suspect, is drinking your money!"

Landers, angrily: "What is thet word?" Iicauspest.
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"I guspeot% I repeated, Lenders, with airy indiffevence

to his crowd, and gtill lying on his back:
"When did T ever not pay you your money regularly?®
Chorus of approving voieces: "Never!"™
01ld Tobin: “We did mot come down here to ligten %o
this woman™,

Landers, jumping to hig feet: “Come lads, let ug have a
drink of whisky"!

Chorus of aé?raval.

All got up to follow.

Self: "Is it whidky will save Ireland? Are all you
young lads going to drink 487 - - - - - I'11 walk with you"
(following).

Volce: "We know what you said that night in the Hall",

Self: T am just after gaying it sgain, I atrongly
suspect your Secretaries are drinking poor men's money".

Voice: "An' you let the gunmen come on us" (the T.R.A.
had protected the last entertednment),

Self: "Willie Ryan had sald he would bomb up the Hall
that night if anyone went to it",

Voiee: "Here Ryan, eome and answer for yourself, Iisten
to what she ig saying®.

Self to Ryan: "I repeat it and also that you were totally

drunk when you gave it out".




Ryan, furipusly: "I'l]l find out who told you that™

We hnd reached the lodge and behind the erowd which was
seeking to elude me (fhey never met for chats in the 40 sore
again) followed Tom Dalton and Tom Murray (two of the people
foreed to join the T.U.,), white and frightened, but Murray's
1livid hue was heightened by black smears on his unwaghed face,
and by the ataring eyeballs, the pupils gleaming blacker and
the whites larger than I seemed to remember when I had last
beheld him, twice as Tal, brown and cheerful, mounted on his
pride, & great chesnut farm-horse (now wild on zrass). A
gaunt spectre had Tom become, & goul that was exploring un-
dreamt of hells. I remembered how he prayed by his dead
wife's bedgide thet he mizht never drink again, and how well
and nobly he hed abgtained, and how he had been mother as well
ag Tather to a crowd of cherubie, full-moon-faced, rogey little
oneg, What were they like to-day?

"Come on, come on", yelled Ladders and Ryan o their
st ragglers. "Iarray, come on". I pelzed Murray by the arm.

"You are never going with them?", I agked.

*I must", said Murray, in a volce of anguish.,

"Come on!", c¢ried Landers, who planted hisg fat little body
under Murray's nose and ghook a knobbly stick up in hig face.

I give ye a laat chance, Murray!®.
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* You boozing little Black and Tan!®, T eried, and then

I don't know what took me, but I slapped Landers! - or
boxed his ears, ss all have it to thig day. Which was it?

“That's right, my girl", he exclaimed, cheerfully.
“There is money in thst", At thig moment , dismayed, Perey
moved majestically upon the gcene, and teking ny arm, sald:

"Come away". “You know," he added, tuming to the
eérowd ,in final appeal, "my father ig your besgt employexr™,

Voice (gentler than the one vhich had angwered me) "We
know that",

"We simply have not got the eagh, "puraued Perey.

Landers and Ryan, peremptorily: . "Come on, lads, let's
have a drink of whisky".

Percy, low and desperstely to me: "Tell them they
are compelling us to leave the place. It might bring them
to their genses".

Self,(aloud): "Iads, I have a very gerious amnouncement
0 make, We cannot sign a dighonoureble promige (an allusion
o the 'slave docket', which moat of She farmers had by
thig fime signed, promieing a pound a week and food - the
0ld wage of prosperous timeg) We cennct pledze ourselves
to give you money for a whole year which we have not got.

If you insist, we must give up the plece, There will be no
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more Ugghers at Cappagh. You will have dyiven away your
friends®.,

Renewed shout: "Come and let us have & drink of whisky".
And the whole crowd went awey down the road into the darkening
night, followed at a distance by the reluctant Toms, Murray
and Dalton, looking as though they had received their death
pentences. Nobody else seemed to care & jot. Not Poyner,

who had been with us - ig it thirty years? Wes his indiffer-

ence the late aftermath of having been employed by my father-
in-law on fine days only? His wife had got into post office
work in order to keep her femily over wet weather, in the
yearg when four children were borm., Poyner had alweys appesared
faithful, though gruff and outspoken. DBut now the poat office
had become a Centre of conspiracy, in whieh Ryan and Landers
congtontly hatched their schemes, and where letters waere
opened and read. We went home in the dark very sad. Next
day, on June 6th, I went to Dublin and took & lease which

we had made out lagt Feb. in Sexton's favour, so thet he

might run the gzarden as a market garden to his own profit,

I took this to the head quartera of the T.U., and a blue-

eyed young vislonary acknowledged that this lesase by rights
should hold, but he was not sure whether the local branch
would recognise it, &s the gardener did not belong to the

7.0, However, he would do his best (on starving Sexton's
behalf) provided we reaped no benefit. "You can easily
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picket the garden against us", I gaid, drily.

"Tou speak very fair now", he replied, eyeing me with
amuged curiosgity.

“In any cage", I continued, "We are not likely to trouble
you for long — we are down and out",.

"Thati 1s very curious", he commented, uncomfortably.
“Several people have besen here to-day , saying they were
living on their losses, end the like. It seems impossible
to diacover the truth! " »

Self: “Execept bﬁ examining books. It mighti be well tio
do a0 before ruining industrialiste™.

1 saw he was sttentive, and added, remorselessly: "“But
you have no local secretaries - perhaps not even orgenisers
¢apable of understsnding books". (I remembersd how the bank
book of the store had been examined up-side-down, snd how the
difference between debit and eredit side had to be explained).

Vigionary: "What kind are your local gecs?. . . do you
know them?"

Self:  "0f courge L do. ' They are not without intelligence,
but they are both hopeless drunkerds".

Tha Vislonary heaved a tremendous sigh. "I will do what
I ean about the garden", he said, "but it would be much sasier
1f the gerdener belonged to.the T .0."

Self: . "Put that out of your mind. The Union hag carried

on a0 disgracefully din our neighbourheod thet it gtencheg in
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the nome of all regpectable men".

Visnionary: (sighing again) "I fear many exeesses heve
indeed been gommitted, oh the pity c¢f it all"!

S0 we perted in sgreement, and Sexton was restored to
the garden in the nick of time,for the T,U, had announced
its intention of "taking it over"; like the shop, and of
yunning it with an unemployed drinking jobber. But the
Secs. d4id not allow Sexton back without further plots, for
they took his lesse to the loeal attorpay to gee (vainly)
if gome flaw could be found. (This was on the game day that
they took legsl advice about the Finisk Valley Co-op).

Before leaving Dublin, I vigited Tom Johnson, who as ugual
received ma kindly, slthough I adminigtered hargh rebukeg for
his rash lettex to Ryan, in which he hed said (after praiaing
the cooperative trading method) "but if & coopsrative shop
is made & handle against the workers, it must be dragzed into
the fray". "I stand by that", he added stoutly.

Self: "And if ecoperative capital is to be no more
segure than any other capital which you attack, how do you
propose workers should ever finance farm or factory?"

Johngon wag silent, It is not the Tiwht time that
this able man had had no anawer %o a vital question., What
wondeyr if workera' minds are befogzed? "You must think out

your plans better", I admonighed, severely.

He took the rebuke lmmbly and silently, with a wigtful
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expreasion on hisg interesting face. Is he an honest man?
And hag he eve}f thought of all this since he becams

Leader of the QOpposition?).

I got back from Dublin on June 9th, and on June 1l0th
B, went there %o see if he c¢ould arrange for Ulster Catlolic
refugees to make use of our house. On Sundsy, th, during
Mags hours, we packed up “eousin® Charlie (who had now been
told by a picket that no mephews, only sons, should help)
on the dog cart, and 1 ingisted on sending him eway to his
héme in Connemars behind B's hunter with &ll his srtist's
paraphernalia, and P's luggsage (elothes and philosopher's
notes in a gack), and instructions to call in on the garrigons
of Clonmell, Tippersry, Limsrick and Galway, and with gealed
letSers So important Dubliners, in order that this innocent-
looking Bohemian might raisge a fiery croas of waring,

0f eourse, Charlie's fiery crces had no seffect; beeause
wherevar he went he found the pame things folng on and found
also that the I.R.A. were unwilling %o interfere beyond a
point (on account, presumably, of being held back by head-
quarters ). The farmer's gsong in the movement are to this
day unsawara, however, most of them, that there wes any
i liason between themselves and the labour morement.

(?nly this year (1925) & Cork farmer told B. how the I.R.A.
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hed "done in" a Rugslan propegandigt who landed in Cork in
1922 wish literature for diatribumion:) (It was not $ill soue
time in the following winter that John and Perey fetched the
mare and dog cart home. I drove them to the Gap of Knoeksy
meeldown, and thence they walked to Cahir, where they got &
train at lest to Limerick and thence to Gelway. They passed
many blaeckened ruins, whence the gentry had been "hunted®.
The bosses had indeed been fought on "An sll Irish front" -
%0 guote the Woice of Labour). This understanding, which
must have existed in so many places between right and left
wing , i.e.; the Republican farmers and the Communist Laboux
people, broke down in our case, and thet saved us. One of
the men who later oceupied Cappagh House Sold Em. that
Landers had submitted a plan for the divigion of our place
to Dung. barracks, and our friends there had turned it down.
(Many of them had been entertainsd at Cappagh over and over
again).

I had bacome gure that we were in the midst of nothing
legs than a communist congpiracy. Charlie had never failed

_ useful : o
in his humble ﬂnaerwﬁuompunianaule ways, and haed gosalped

much with pickets. He ,"too,; was,persuaded that land, not
wages, was the real objeselive, Then the food blockage had
been tizhtened, Pickets had been looklng in at the windows




D22

%0 see what we were eating, and had sat up sll night outside
the back door, pelting it with pebbles, esking when we were
going, and had tried to frighten the little gervantg with a
dummy wooden rifle. In a week's time it would be the day

of the General Election, and I pietured the terrorised farmers,
both those who hed gigned and fourteen gtalwarts of Ballina-
meela who had pot, intimidated %o refrain from voting, penned
up in their homes with pickets, likewise Duke'g agent, Sir
JﬂhﬂXjJﬁLq the Dromama agent end gundry gentry who had re-
fuged, like ourselves, to "sign",. I pietured gangs of la-
bourers going to vote, armed with gsticks (and gome were re-
ported to have rifles) and returning drumk from booth and bary
%o threaten the isolated propertied men with violence and
death, unless they yielded their possessions. And thig I
shall always believe misht have happened eagily - 4if . . .. .!
Well, Charlie under his crumpled grey Bohemian hat, gmiling
through his red beard and out of his calm grey eyeam, departed
for the Mountain pagses leading to Clonmel, in which latter
place he had once turned #n R.C. Church into "= kind of sugar-
stick" - with decorationg which he hed never cessed to deplors.
He had worked for the P P, who was brother to our nelighbour

K. Walsh. We hed been told Walsh "gigned" and then gent away
one of his men. He had been told he must g0 on employing two,

or pome of his land would be taken from him. (Young Walsh
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however assured me later they never sgigned). One of thege
men employed by Walsh was aniiiﬁggiﬁiig;%%yﬁecenm boy, who,
sooner than "walk" or "merch" a half-witted “seab" (i.e., a
blackleg) round tﬁa perish aé an example, had paid Landers
the fine of one pound, and had afterwards thought 1% pradent
to"cleaxr",

. Theﬁa were great days for propaganda. It wag impossible
to believe the tendencicus talk, most of which hed been in-
vented for some specisl cbjeetive - probably in pubs. Here
the Secs. drank snd gambled evening after e vening. Hever
had dyink flowed so freely. Now, when some degparate small
farmer, who had begun by holding out, "signed", he had %o
pay & fine for incurring the T.U. in the expense of delay,
and one man had the satisfaction of seeing a pound, so-pald,
drunk in front of him.

After Charlie left, whilst the maids were still at Mass,
I hid a ten gtone bag of flour behind the plano. The day
might soon come when we would be asked to feed the pickets,
or when, ag they were reported to have done in cases, they
ralded our remaining foodl "It is a very queer kind of
strike", said a farmer's &ife-nignificantly, and later on havr
huabana agsured me that I was indeed correct in my surmiges -
"they had all the big desmesnes divided up and marked out

between then".
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We gave a month's notice to our two maids and kept on
packing up end clearing the house for refugees, although

rumour warned ue that it had been gettled at the p.o "they
would not Bbe.let come"™! Our house was to be “ocecupled"
according *to the ayeecﬁmmakara at the Cross, and we used to
pleture the violent altercation, sure to take place, over who
should have the drawing room floor! Jacky Hlell, in anticipa-
tion of his glorious prospects, prﬁulﬂimeﬁ to Ballinameela one
day that “he had alept in Usgsher's bed"! What a gtrange
triumphl |

Jaék belonged to the Citizen Army and wes the terror of
the neighbours on account of & revolver which he kept in a
rabbit hole.

"It is the last night we'll be watching here®, cluckled
the pickets. They pletured the girls had received a weak's
notice and thet he would leave when they did. The job of
watehing our carcess was becoming irksome to the vultures, in
splte of fine weather, pay and porter. Time hung heavily on
thely hands, and Imke wag glad to borrow now els, ineluding one
ealled "Love 1n the Wildernegs". "I'eould almoat write & story
with that title about the relationghip between us", I sald %o
the lad who had go fer been good-humoured and salmoat obliging.
He lsughed aloud, well plensed at the joke, =nd plessed with me

because I had publicly praised him for not robbing our goods
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)22  (other than milk) during his term of office. (Helf the milk
wes gtill being daily digtributed by himself and John Tobin
amongst their friends, and they still weceived 13/- each for
doing it. But Luke, alas, in spite of his brown speaking
eyes and genteel good looks snd generally gentle manners,
preferred porter to milk, which led to a erigis leter. On
June 12th I determined to go to Dungarven and to try to ar—

range for a message to Waterford barracks, the only important

local centre which would be missed by Charlie in his pilgrimage.
It is strange that in the general pre-cccupation over this
County strike, it did not oceur to us that we were dominated
by & Republican Brigade, far more anxious to secure labour
votes in the coming election and support for the Collins-de
Valera pact (to the exclusion of Independents) than to gecure
the most elementary lew gnd order. Of course, this same
Republican Brigade took all its orders from the Four Courts
Executive which had told the Lismore barracks not to interfere
with sgricultural pickets. The Cappoquin and Dungervan bar-
racks, containing farmer boys friendly to us, could obtain

no ingtructiona at all. Cappoquin, as hereafter told, ended
by befriending us without instructions to do so, and Dungarvan
hatched a scheme of putting a Wireless Stiation on our roof,

80 that the wireless operators could befriend usl This

@cheme was never carried out, altho' wireless sets were
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* aommandeered® off vesgels in Waterford Harbour for the
purpose!.

Neither did I foresee that the Free State Candidate would
be almost equally anxious at this juncture not to meddle.
Dy, White, the F.8. Candidate for Waterford, was delighted
when he heard the pickets milked for us. *How good of them",
he gaid. And if we hed bread and butter in the house ( a large
lump of salted!) we certainly might be expected %o survive till
the middle of ﬁhe week gpubsequent to the Elsetion wl , e pro-
miged, there would be developments. (This was the date pro-
miged in Dublin also, as one whieh would :msher in a competent
police force). But perhaps, 1 suggested, the doutnfﬁ supporters
would not be allowed to register their votau!ﬁﬁ Thisg was indeed
gerious - he would mention the matter to a ué&tiﬂg of candidates
that night, and plans would be laid %o ensure there ghoudd be
no terrorism, A prominent supportey of Cethal Brugha &l so
promiged me to troduce the gubjeect, but added in earneat accenta
"I do gagure you a plan is made®, I think a young farmer di-

yulged this plan when he told us the I1.R.A. had promised to

burn the ballot boxes and mallify the election if any attempt
wag made to prevent the fammers from coming to vote. I believe
thig it was that gaved us on the eventually quiet polling day

of June 16/22, As & regult of this Generanl Election, Nagle

S Qppwdix X « X7
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and Butler both became T.D's - law mekers imstead of lew breskers.
Some months afterwards I met Nagle in Waterford, and ssked him
why so much money had been gpent on the gtrike, or 'ﬁuured down
publicans! ainks", as I put it, as would have sufficed to buy a
farm for landlegs men in every parish. He never denied all

this money had been spent,"but", quoth the ex-communigt agitator,
"ghe Irish labourer is not nufficiantly educated %o hold land
communally" 1!

Hhannhilé, food aupplié§%Ware becoming an ever more cruel
difficulty. Our tenant Kiely had "signed" because his children
could not digest home made bread, and both shop and p.o. had
refused to sell a loaf, Our other tenant, Cglelough, was
angtily accused of bringing in doavea to them. *I will feed
starving children any day, no matter whose children they arae",
he replied. (This is pleasant to remember of an otherwise mean
fellow; but in what unexpected lights was everybody showing
himgelf!)

M. Cunningham ingisted on visiting us sbout some business.
The pickets were not anxlous we should see our friends, and in
the caae of gsome of our boycotted neighbours, had turned away
uallara.af'lt wag concluded that he wished to bring us food at
night , and that he had come to make arrangements for dolng so.
Congequently the road between his road and ours, two md & half

mileg apart, was lined with pickets (ms we discovered on good
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suthority) between 2 and 3 a.m. Another young farmer ran
the gauntlet successfully with a leg of mutton, which he threw
in at our door during the small hours. But on a later ocea-
sion he was prevented from repeating the explois. James
MeGrath, the Sec. of the Ballinemeela Branch of the Fearmer's
Union, was watched by a row of men, who sat on a wall opposite
hig door. He had baked his last flour, and his children were
erying for food, when, on the night of June 18th,the farmers
of Olashmore (who had all held out in a body and were well
orzaniged) bDrought him a dorry doad of provisiong, they chased
awsy the plckets and made othars swear on their knees that they
would not pergecute James any more. This of course bred a
degire for retaliation, but the election wag now over, and

on the evening of the 20th, when revenge had been planned,

the Commandant of Dungsarven barracks at last arrived with

his "police" and a Thompson machine gun, and declared that

the gtarvation blﬁgada wag 1llegal, and that picketting on
private property was trespass. He did this on his own
initiative. He had again and again applied to the Four

Court (the general Head Quarters of the Republicans) for
ingtructions, but could get no snswer out of them., He gave
out that anyone molested in the buying of food, or on his own
grounds, should at once complain to the barracks. Although

w8 lived five and & half miles eway, our own pickets promptly




ratived for & while to the high road, exeept when they came
to milk,

Another thing which discouraged the strikers at thia time
was the defeetion of fifty-seven Dromana workmen. They had
originally pleaded hard for arbitration, but had been %old
they puat strike, (The landowners' offer %o Geke arbitration
had also been refused, and this we discovered to be a policy
emanating from Liberty Hall (Headquarters of T.U.) Just as

the migtrust the farmera felt about arbitration had been one ol

the causes of the strike, so now the workers' pistrust of the
gpame prolonged the struggle). The Dromana men had originally
been threatened with mob law if they did not come out, but
after ten days they seemed to have elther scquired arms or %o
heve become conscious of the strength of their own numbers.

At any rete, they bid defience to those who would take & com-
fortable living from them and returned to work on June 19th
(in groups together, with amg hid in adjacent bushes, so Neata
Villiers Stuert said). On the 20th I met a former IL.R.A. Cap-
tain, now a F,S. Agent employed to "Awrgue with Republicang"”.

He warned me thege Republican Volunteevs were prolonging the
trouble between farmer and labourer to meet their own ends.
Thia evident probability had never cceurred to me befora. I
went to Cork to see if we could be of any use in the housing

_ *
of refugees from Belfast, and there met kary HcSweeney with her
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E thin lips and pearing little eyes — & moal unecongenial par-
sonality (hut I met her at an unfgrtunate moment , for she had
peen trying to make political capital out of how the people
who had come to the reasgue of Belgian refugees cared nothing
for our own refugees, and my mission gueered her pitch, She
gave it not a woxrd of thanks or encouragement , slthough she
hed possessed heraelf of the Chair ot & Cnmmittﬁf ealled %O
deal with the refugee problem)., Lord layor 0'$Ellaghan, who

I also met, had just Deen tailed at the bottom of the polling

1igt. "The best hated man in Coxk", sccording to Ny jarvey,
because he wag suspected of heving poatponed bullding gschemes
in order to prejudice the Free State, who would have go% the

eredit of the buildings.

I vegurned from Cork on June 22nd, to find ILuke had been
abgent two days from the milking. (Ag & matter of fact, he
had been locked up WWo deys in Dung. barracks for adyunkenness)
In the evening o crisis arose beecaunge B. refused to pay the
other picket double money. Hobody turnmed up in the moming
to wilk, and Landers himgelf was the unexpected mesns of
dpiving them back To work in the evening. "Don't move Off
this spot", he adjured B, in hise best peremptory mMANner. "The
I.R.A. are coming to see you. Did T not tell youw:" (to the

pickets) “you should milk?" “You told ua nQY %0 milk",
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men foy their work on the potatoes. (An early crop of these -

sbout thirty pounds worth — had already been loat to the garden
befove Sexton's reinstatement). On June 25th the farmers Gol-
lected to meet the labourera, but the latter merely sent & mes-
sege to say thelr organiger gould not attend, and therefore
they would not attend themselves. Phig was perhaps an asct of
revenge B8 the farmers had previouasly postponed @& meeting

unt4l their County Seeé. could be present, B. took & besutiful
essay to the meeting on che joing interest which both parties
have in sgriculture and how the industry ghould not be taxed
cut of existence by exceasive lsbour bills, and yet the lapourer
mugt be sure of reasonable hire, not gertainly obtainable except
by collective bargaining. He justly eontended thet the em-
ployer could no% always be trusted to put =& just value upon
1abour. But esseys, in theae passionate days, fell on deef
ears, and some of the farmers arye gtill bent on standing out

for individual bargaining. So the dispute drags on. On

June 26%a I overheard an amsling sncounter between our maids

and the plekets "“who vefenged their minds wpon them”. Kitty
threw the dregs of a tea cup 1nko John Tobin's facgl threatening
a "cittle of guds next time", and then "glaghed the door" in
hig Tsce. He gaid he would call in *Panish it" (the nicknanme

of Landers), and Kitty would be 80 frightened she would have




Be2 "o fly down an sugur hole before him". She retorted she
ghe would report John to the I.R.A, Her short, square,
dirty, gipsy-like figure squared up Go him defiantly, and it
struck me that horse play would not improve our prospeocts,
and that her's wes only another mouth %o feed, with the imminent
proapect of Clency being brought back by Bev. in a delusion
that the gtewardds presence would hearten the men to retum,
So I sent hex hoﬁﬂ, and on the 27th Percy left for & hard-
earned holidesy, and Clancy did sotually return, bringing his
gson Willie, aged 15, and of weak hesrt, with him - also the
Mother's picturel Clancy had been assursd by Ryan that he
would not be mﬂléated any more, snd that he hed been in too
grest & hurry to leave on the first occasion. On the 28th
June, so soon aa 1 had racovered from sickness due %9 tinned
food, B.W. also left for Dublin, but returmed next day. Her
train had been stopped at Gorey, on account of “trouble In
town™. This was the firast we heard of the outbresk of civil
| war! Perey had presumably reached Dublin, just in time %o
hﬁﬂ; the First guna boom at the Four Courts. They had gterted
at 4,10 a.m; on the morning of the 28th.

'H On July 2nd, I watched a strange geme of piteh and %oss
outaide the lodge gates. The playera were apparently care-
less and gay, but what a atrangely essorted crowd they werel

Pickets, including a men they had cruelly used and *marched",
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Sextion, who had been regcued from gtarvation by such narrow

chan¢eg, Poyner - all were thers. Sexton was the only one
who smiled on me or spoke %o me. The men to whom I had sent
a gack of potatoes just before the agtrike (beeause he was out
of work) looked uncomfortable. (We had not seen & potato for
¢ive weeks). Poyner, however, ealled off his doges who ware
noging around me. These men wera pretending to be friends
with esach other, and not o be friends vl th me.

It was just & week after this, on July 7th, theat a'home-
legs hero® from Gallipold broke into the village Hall eand
took up residence there with his wife and child ren. He wasn
probably scting under the influence of & "Direct Housing
Committee" which sdésed houses in another place (so far as
1 vemember, it was in Limexick City), for the idea was in
the air. Our U.I. Committee met to =sk an explanation on
Sept.l5th, 1922, The wife wag in aliu, and we aent for
her husband, ex-sergeant Jim Molony . "Jim*, she cried,
as He spproached, “COome and turn out these bloody tramps”.

In ‘gpite of comparative civility on Jim's psart, he continued
in ‘ghe Hall till he was evicted out of 1% in the Autumn of
1924, (It wes the Tirat eviction in Ireland which commanded
no sympathy for the evicted). Thus 'did the social endeagours

of my life touch bottom in 1922, I felt it %too deeply %o

write of it at the tlme.

-127=




822

On July 3rd, we heard that the Free State had given
the men in Dung. barracks three days notlce %o gquit. The
gubsequent vesponse was road mining, commandeering of supplies
ete, eta., but B, unable %o see the sbysses into which we were
dpifting, continued to remind the local I.R.A,, of our defence-
less position. BEspescially when, on July 5th, four masked men
appearsd in our yard and told Clancy he mugt leave Dy the next
grein. Their masks and suits were black, and they wore black
gtreasmers tied to thelr arms. One of them carried a rifle.
Wgen they had delivered their threais they bolted, some a8y
on horsebsck. Theve was a desd get on stewards at the time,
but we did not lknow it. Later, when I tried %o find a plage
for Bridie Clancy, end told the story of her father, I heard

-

of other Stewerds "hunted" in Countiea Wexford, Kilkenny and
Tipperary. One of these men would heve lost his life but
that Ghe house party rescued him. By this time every parish
wep isolsted from every other by broken bridges etg, and
digtances hed stretched to & kind of Russien veatness. 1
sea I wrote to Mother on Aug,.lOth from Dublin: "Cork geema
o have been taken on Tuesday — 8t any rate the landing &t
Jueenstown (by the Free State) wes on Tuesdey momming, and
there hes been no hint of this in the papers till so~-day,

and alsoc no news of & landing supposed to have been effected

in Youghal®. ,etc.
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Willie's weak heart appeared so be affected, and he
gobbed all the rest of the day like a Dbady, and could not
sleep or eat, though we took him and his father into our own
house . A penewed attempt at negotistion with the labourers
having failed, 1t geamed necegsary on the huy% aoccount to led
Clancy go home again. Both left on July 6th, having spent
aight clsay days with us, and carried back lrs Clancy's por-
traic once Agadn. It was during thelr vigit that 1 thinned
a portion of the mangold field, and got mygelf too stiff to
move . On legs like pokers I hunted around for Clancy's
enemiscs, and %old the neighboura that "who sheltered scoundrels
were soourdrels themselves®, and preached sermons on civiliged
custom, which commanded ae;nt attention and no effect. Ne-
yertheless, I got the impression that shame and remorge were
beginning to sprout in a few gquarters. Here are two strange
convergations of this period:

H.W, (& farmer, referring to the wage digpute): "Would 1t be
an honoursb 1le thing to sign an agreement you were now certain
of being able to keep?"

Tobin Senior: "But sure ye are doing as much and more?" (The

Woods, although boycotted, were peylng more than the wage
demanded!) ~This was bessuse-they vware gidine-with the smployers-
H.W.: "We are to-day; and in & fortnight's tilme, the wey

things are, we might not be sble %o go on. Youm have not
angwered my question: Do you hold it would be honourddle?"
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T. "Well, now, ye are pruruasing a great religion entirely.
Phepe's nothin' like honesty, that's cersain”.
H.W. "Wnat is ell the trouble about, then?"

e "I'm blegsed if I know!"

-

Self: "Could you make 35/- & week for 10 men Winter and summer,
out of this place?"

Iake: "I'd meke it pey anyhow".

§e1f: "Thep's not my guestion. Could you make 35/- & week

for men winter and summer?"

Tuke: "I could not go so deep into 1t at all® .

Self: "But hadn't ygﬁf%g§ to go into it, before telling other

people what to do, end practising frightfulness?"

Imuke: (fiercely) "How's that ? I'ye never imﬁafrered with

ye. If ye had ne;n how pickets csrried on in gthey placea!™

Self:  "But you ave not proud of them, gurely?" Luice dropped

hig eyes. "But now, Luke, if you hed a farm of your own" -

Luke: (bisterly) “But I just have n't. I've no luck.

Salf: "But if you had, would eattle pay you?"

Luxe: (confidently) "Yes, good by the last fair". (Fermers'

Gagette report: "Hotileesble drop in gales ani velues., Slow

gales. FPoor veluea"!)




Loz2

Self: “Where you prevemted us from selling oursl"™  Iuke
leughed with sly triumph. “But anyhow, most people did not
think the price gzood".

Luke: "Pigs , then, Pigs is surely fine".

Self: "Would you suggest, then, that we should turn
Cappagh into a pig farm?"

Luke: "Well, I could not look into it so deep as To gay !
Anyhow, where's the uge of talkin! sbout me farmin', and ﬁhut
T would do? Nobody can farm without ceapital®.

Sell: "Well, perheps it is as well I should save & little
in spite of you by going to thin the mangolds. So long!®

Tuke: (in the height of good humour) "So long!"

On July 7¢h (the same day that our Hall was commandeered
by & homelegs family) we paid off the picketg, determined %o
lat the seven cows go dry sconer than prolong the atrike by
paying milkers, Farmers however took them all, sand alsc the
lest unsold sow, with nine "bonavs". These transferences of
gtiock were affected with much guile, and the gtrikera could
not make out what had happened, and gpent their time spPying.
Then, on the 1lth, the cows were driven back from their
gséveral quarters by & mob of men (gathered from urgent hay-

making for the purpose). Bev. met Landers, who called ocut




emceniiedcont; cheerfully, "Your eattle have gtrayed
M».U., we are bringing them back", B.: "What are you
going %o do with them?" "We are going to milk them our-
selvea" - which they did, into stolen pails, and then dig-
tributed it all without giving us any. Kiely, who had
taken three of the cowa, had \hia tharxee men dragged out

from hay making “as a punighment till further notice".

That night at 10 o'clock, the Commandant of Gappuquin.
barracks came slong and "commandeered" Clancy's housge, into
which he intended to put three men %o protect us! Some days
previcusly I had been hastening to catch a train‘with him in
Dungarvan. "Run on boy", I said, "if I run the flood will
drop out of my alnthaa'.-ﬂauusagaa surreptitiously obtalned).
He was mightily amused, end gaid, ""Take care 1 don't come
along one dgy with & joint on & lorry“. *You will be &
jewel if you do", I had replied, . But he did not allude %o
thege jokes now, only said he hed heard a load of eoal which
we had ordered from Cappoquin had been foreed by violence
to return, and that "Bolgheviem was going too far with ua".
On July 17th two Volunteers took up gquarters and, pending
expected help from a “"prigoner" (!) they made Iuke milk for
thempelves, us, and the calves! -Ehe prompt result was that
Imke proposed st once %o renuh+memherﬂ of his Committiee to

effsct a "plittlement™| But we had taken a momentous reso—

K Me afflr vo cmipbd G Amicn & s r(,rdzu/wfwz’,_
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lution and our train was due! Peray had veturned. We would
leave him in charge (with B.W,, John Pover, and Mary Ahearne )
and take a few dayas' rest in Dablin. We walked to the gtation

garrying two 1ittle clocka and other valued trigles — we night

K
never see the place again! “Phig house will be made & Four

Courts of*, prophesied Peroy. *T hear sixty are living in

Cappash House", geid the station master. Did coming events

gagt their shadous pefore? The porter would not even cord the
sack into which we had thrown our ¢lothes, and which friendly

Haden hed dropped out of his donkey cart on to the platform an
houy or two previcusly. And thus we left the home of our 80
mweny lebours with the labour pilckets and the I.R.A. pickets
glaring ot each other on eitler side of the lodge gate! (This
je the only place however thal I have heexrd of where tﬁey did
not gooperatel!). It wes the last train destined %o run over
the doomed railﬁay 1ine before the destruction of Ballyvolle
viadues, and thus it came sbout that we were marooned in Dublin
with many anothex in similar circumgtances. I got to the
peaceful little flat in Milltown utterly exhausted, feeling as
if I had been mauled by hyenss. On July 18th we got & letEer
tc say the volunteers wers really doing police work. Within
1imits only. When asked To 8%OpD the digging up of potatoes
and the cutting down of trees, they replied they viere merely
there to see "the bally house waas not burmt downa"!
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But Colelough (tenant at the'ﬁeuf( ) had been told by

Tanders he mupt clear out in a month. The Commandent had
laughed and said Lenders would have something elge to zet
buzgy about in a month. Then no more, and a great silence
clogped dowm till August 5th, when we got & wire from Percy
to say the men had retuned %o work | As neither poats nor
wires were working in our iimﬁricn,‘WE did not know how 1%
had come. On August 8th we got a letter, written on Tuegday
lg%, and alipped into the pocked of a commercisl traveller
who was leaving Lewlox's Hotel for Liverpool by sea, where 1%
was vosted to us. John and Percy were trying to seve hay and
mangolds, but the men were not ellowed o work overtime by
the T.U. “Poor Lismore Castle is full of lovely pictures®,
wag the phraose wheraby Em intimated the occupation of that
place. On August 11th B. could stand suspense no longer.
He met ‘& chemist from Dungerven, and they travelled %o Water-
ford tozethey at an hour's flustering notice o me. Shortly
afterwardsg the Waterford Sub. Sheriff came in,very agitatad,
to try and dissuade B, from rash acts. le had had two letters
which corroborated each other in saying there was & relgn of
terroy in Dungarvan. Hundreds of pounds had been extorted
rom individuals st the platol point,"and the town hourly

expected to be blown up®. But we could not ¢ommunicate with

him now, and next day T heard he had reached Waterford and
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propeaed to motor %o Dungarvan in Molony's meal lorry. He had
bheen told thirty men had left Dungarven on Wednesday night,

carrying mattresses out towards Cappagh, And then I read this

plip in the Irish Timesl I ¥mew that Cappagh Housge wag occu-

ipled!

DU AN FTREBE
1922. Aug.l2

Irregulars Leave The Town,

On Wedneadsy the last of the Irregulars left Dungervan,
and retired to Cappagh, six miles distant, on the road %o
¥ Cappoguin. On Tuesday night motor cars and lérries frequently
passed up and down the streets. The najor portion of the
Trregulars mavched on Tuesday to the Railway Station, and lef%
‘on the train for Fermoy. A report had reached the town that the
National Army hed landed at Youghal and Rocheatown. On Wedneaday
an sevoplane hovered over the barracks, and some rifle shots
§were firved at 1.

Turing the day loads of material were taken from the barracks.
The poorer classes of towns-people were given & good many articles,
subhh as doors, windows, metal pipes, corrugated iron, paris of
motor cars, etc., and various srtleles of furniture, guch as iron
beds, tables, chaira, all of which were carried away. At about
four o'clock, word went round that the barracks wers on fire.
! Petrol had been sprinkled on the floors, but the place bumed
lslowly. When the fire had done its work, in a few hours the gate
was opened, and the last of the Irregulars passed ou% and geattered
about the town., The fire continued to burn during the eve ning,
and at night the large square of the barracke was orowded with
people watching the flames. Boys were there with hammerg, Dres ing
the door posts, or smashing the glates on the roofe, for the splirit
of destruction peemed to have taken possession of most of them.
§ The old tower of King John, a specimen of twelfth century archl-
| teeture, wag attacked with crowbars, and later on fired, but the
walls weye six or eight feet thick, and could not be destroyed,
and the flemes were left to burn themselves out. People lookad
on with recret at the deatruction of this historic bullding.




While the Dungarvan barracks were in flames, & similser
process of demolition was taking place at Ballinacourty ,where
the new buildings of the cosstiguard station were also bumed.
There wevye sbout & dozen beautifully-built houges there, where
some of the Irregulars had their gquarters for some time paat.
When the Irrvegulars reached Cappoquin, they demolished the stone
bridge that spanned the Dlackwater. They then blew up the
railway bridge, another fine atructure. Thug, Dungarven is
shut out from communication with Cork on the west side, and,
owing to the destruction of the Ballyveile bridges, with Water-
ford on the esasgt. o Dublin papers have reached the town for
peveral weeks, and there ias no telegraph or telephone sexrvice.
It is hoped something will be done soon To relieve the gituation.

[ pfond ix Ej_ij]

(On Aug.12th Cork was snnouneed talken and Griffiths died)

On Aug.l4th, I got a wire to agy the occupation had ended
and that B. was hoping to reach Cappagh that day. And on
Aug.2lst Bm. and FPercy came to me. We set up till midnight
whilst they told desperate tales with all the ingigtence of
the Ancient Meriner - tales which culminated in the sfoxy of
the occupation — of how five lorry-loads of men had crashed
up the drive at 2 a.m and had every bell ringing, every door
banged with every curse, every shout to Ixlghten, aa theyt
thought , their three comrades whom they thought %o Dbe alons
there (inatasd of down in the yard) , and pretending they wexrea
Fyrea State troops come to deatroy them. Then the offlgexr re-
eognised P. and B.W, (who had given him tea in the old days

5

when he wes "on the xun"), and listle Hary and John Powar. -~
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an old friend of his. So he apologised then for the racket
ahd promiged to keep his men out ol any rooma whieh they did
not wish fyequented, and gave ordevs (fairly exceptional and
anique) that there should be no thieving nor buming., Thirsy
men had to be accommodated in the d rawing rooms, bub these

had fortunately been clearsd for she refugees who never came.
Four officers slept in the spare rooms. Three orderliies took
possession of the kitchsn. They £lung out of their lorries
thirty new sattressen ,(which they intend to "bumm on the moun-
g$2in" when they have deone with them), bags of suger, boxes of

bombs . of ammunition, and of hend grenades which wevre
) ] H

&

tea, ol

stacked in our hall and on the doorstieps! John, who was 4

C a ;‘_"'i'ﬁ.:d_ 'z)‘r*ﬂ Lo 52 yeLedn, f

pleeping in the house, had hagtily removed she whitle falcan

gsafely out of harm's Jij* Not & matehbox was "lifted" during

the occupation. But & bullet mark over the pantry sink showed
wherve the gseullery boy hsd negqrly been ghot Dy his fellow
ordavly; whose vevolver had gone off 0¥ aceident , the bulled
“payting hig hair" on his fwiend's head before lodaing “in tha

wall.

on 4ug.22 I got beek to Cappsgh at 8 p.m., having motored

with & butcher and an egg merchant from Wet exford over lanes,
high roads, bog tracks, and thro?gh a atrﬁ?m. We heard the
Colli v
news of Collin's death, "Shéve in Miek, make room for Dick"
i

St
thlnahy) pan the heartless Dublin couplet. On the evening

[ € e Calkoliq drowm ok foim thljesl . ? HWQ("H}.H'{LhtlAHHLU‘w#
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of Aug.2%rd the Free State troops reached Dungarvan, and
got & great welcome,
Cappegh House had been well spring-cleaned, but the

charwomen advised me to avoid & certain green velvet arm
chair, beocause the officers had been"very fond of 1s", A
dog ealled "Ambush" wes warranted to bark at everybody except
Irvegulars (ms they were now called). A spent bullet atuck
in 8 mouse hole kept B.W's door sjar, of which the hendle hed
been removed for purposes of safety! Qur men were very
eordisl. Mrs Kelleher said about the st®ike: "The poor men
ecould not help it. God is good. It might be & long time
before such & thing rises cut of Csppach szainl®. On Qet.
13th P. end E.W, returned to the sound of guns being fired

r.-’"
over Cappagh Lff vecorded on slip (copy) below:-

Oet .13th/22. (F.84)

An open Crossley tender, with troovs and & coffin,

proceeding from Lismore %o Dungervan for the remains of Ay
Volunteer Dooley, were fired at from a wood at Cappazh. 3
Troops in & covered Lancie following, 1n @harge of Captains '

M'Gpath and Stafford, opened five with Lewis guns on the ‘E:\

attackers, with unknown results. On the return journey,

a mine disc¢overed near Cappagh Post 0ffice wes disconnected.
The funersl of Volunteer Dooley, whiech took place at Lismore,
with military honouvs, was very largely attended. ] i

Kand to see the children pleking up empty bullet cases as
momentoes. P. wore a canery-coloured welstcoat and a Prussian

blue tie. He earried "The Whole Theory of Man and of His Con-

duet in Life" - an Egsay completed during abgence and leisurel
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This, end the Confession Album which the Irregulsars filled in
and left ss a souvenir upon my desk, may be eonsidered our
doecuments of the perilod!

Three men, one of them Commandent Curran, who had orgindlly
pent the three Volunteers to befriend us, and one of them

Morrissey. One of these latter had demesnded tea in the kitchen

on that aftemmoon, and I had argued at great length with them,

asking them why they were destroying the country, and they had
replied: "so that it would be of no good %o anybody, and s0
thet if the English came back they would find nothing there®.
I seemed to produce no impression, and they went away saying
they "still had a great deal to do™. Then the firing began.
It seemed to be right over our heads, and our men wo rking in
the place hed narrow escapes.

One dark night soon afterwards, two men came asking for a
bed for the nisht. I asked them (throuzh a window) to strike
a mateh and show who they might be. They were very eivil and
obliging sbout it and let the light play all over what Keniry
ealls "the variations" - the trench coat, the Sam Brown belt ete,

eta. They slept in the "officers" spare room and went away
after brenkfest ., their msehine gun hanging on the hat rack
outgide the kitchen door whilst they ate it.

It was sll very well, but we were treading on terribly

thin ice, and never knew the moment when it would bresk under




us, i.e., when the house might be burned down. We buried

all the beat china in & drain (it was diseovered there
eighteen months later by one of the men &% an awkward moment ,
when we had beaen putting everything awsy for a farmers dance!)
A Xien Brother came on his begging round and found me mourn-
fully peeking up & tea @et to send to one of the Udells, in
the midst of our @ismentled drawing room, strewn with the old
¢lothes of the Clancy's, which I was trying to mend for them.
He gpaid later, "nothing troubled iras Ugsher except the booke".
He persusded his good old Superior to house them for us. They
took five donkey loads and put up shelves at thelr own expense
for them in & room apert (at their Monastery at Dungsrven),
where they kept them for nearly two years. One loves %o
remenber these gleams of human goodness through the darkness.
We also got a great desl of mpethy from old Father Burke,
P.P. of Modeligo, who one day suggested he ahould take me wisth
him in his ear to look for a pan trep!. He was salways urging
me to write down the exeiting story of our days, befowre all
would be forgotten. He was much disliked by his Republican
parishoners, on account of his fiery sermons end dolngs.
"Which of you" he exclaimed one day, "when you burn & mansion
dovn, ecould build a hen roost?"

I deperibed in a letter to Mother in Sept. how the I.R.A.

had been foreced to go on with the destruction ('Dev'. toured

the country, dropping pamphlets out of his car to say it might
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not gtop - although he afterwards repudiated the poliey.

Speeisl intercession wes made for a fige bridge at Cappoquin -
but no! The Curate stood on it, and said that the hands of
anyone who touched it would come off; but hands did not come
off! And so the bridge was broken by some fine young men

of the R.I.C. type. They lodged for the purpose with the
former Resident Megistrate, whose witty wife argued with
them. They told her they could not take the oath, and ahe
told them they were well able to tuke everything else - life,
property and all - therefore why not the oath as well?

Later on, when lrs Brugha msked where should she gZo %o
asddress the electovate, a voice replied: "On %o one of the
bridges, mam!" j

I will lesve this terrible heart breaking year of 1922
with extracts from a letter which I wrote to my Mother, on
the last day of it3 "B. 1s going %o & farmer's meeting by
mowor to Waterford tomorrow, trdns heving once againdafenma
things of the past, even st fourteen miles distanuei:&;hu
you think, John, I'd better attempt it? I hear thertrain
was burnt yesterdesy" 'No, Sir' (solemmnly and reagsuringly)
‘only derailed’. '"Why, I heerd it was sent flying off the
lines down & side vslley, and totally smaghed?' 'Only slight-
1y 4njuved, I believe, Sir'. However, in spite of John's

resssurances, the motor was decided on, and the other farmers
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will share 1it. We will see if it cen travel., '‘There is a

6f% wall, six ft thiek, scross the road between here and
Dungarvan, but detours through fields -and gardeng and even

bogs , are thought nothing of. Nobody now allows themselves
to be deterred by such trifles, which are neverthelesa degigned
to harrasas everybody into such a degire for peace that concea-
sions will be made to the obatructoras! Some do, indeed, in
eonsequerice become more peaceably inelined, but others are

infurieted, like the old farmer I heard declaring one day thet

nothing short of executlons ?ﬂuld "alimetige ua" (to the rude

best of liberty?), and therefore the more executions the better!
And theve is much unfemiliar speechifying in favour of "law and
order® in quarters supposed, by sll tradition, %o De agains®
either!®

I think it was in Jemusyy, 1923, that we had some very
digturbed nights. The Free State forces in Dungarfen, well
aware of our anomalous position, took the trouble %o raid us,
and carried off in triumph the fuses used for firing our kiln
in 0ld days (with gelignite). We had ell gone %o bed when
loud lmocks and rings summoned d@s to the doors, and we found
the whole of the little yard outside the back door thronged
with Free State soldieva, After they had surrounded the house

and pearched it, they went down %o old Cappagh, and repeated
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the process there. T have since thought it strange that

they mede no very thorough semrch of our bedrooma. The
truth was that the belIigﬂr&nta, execapt in cases where
revenge was concerned, wer;tnnt, as & rule, anxious %o do
each other in: they had béen friends yesterdsy and indulgent
opponents to-day. This was particulsarly the case with the
F.S. people, who hoped to wear out their opponents, rather
then imorison them. The Republicans were much more bittex,
and when F.S. soldiers deperted to them, the informatlion 80
received wes often a ¢ause of dire svensa) parvicularly in
the cese of countyy house dwellers. It would go round that
so and go had "informed" or "sent a messaege to the barracks",
and a burning would ensue.
€ B noid connly)
A joupmey into H&xfnr@kﬂnd back

which cost 3/10/0.

On November 19th '22, I decided to go and see what had
hepovened to our poor old Clancy in Co.Wexford. Firat 1 had
to drive to Durrow, fourteen miles or so, and missed the
train. There was no station left, only a stripped platform,
with & gaunt chimney stack standing up in the middle of it.

I toock refuge in the neighbouring Co-op., and heard these




lurid tales abéut the commendesring of goods and about the
fate of *hiy whose elothes had been dragged off him "hunt ing
for & vevolver® by Irregulars, and his purse and his cigs.
taken from him after he had been ghot through the lung.
When T at last got & train to Waterford, late in the p.m.,

I was told the train might get half way to Wexford, but it
would be dark by hhnﬁ, and perhaps not safe, and it would be
" 4impossible to get any further, ss the Bridge sl Ballycullense
wag broken. So I spent the night in Waterford, o the sound
of occagional ghooting, and next day drove iu & hired trap
from Ballyeullene %o Wellington Bridge, where an old man

told ug how de Valera hed been promiging "the boys" that
all destruction would be mede good if they triumphsd -

plenty of money forthcoming -, and how in the na:unhilnrhnr

gos 10/~ weekly (for destroying), and it had recently been
r#gen to 15/-. I also heard that twenty binding machines
nad been destroyed in that neighbourhood during labour
troubdes the year before. At lest we goU & train agaln
and went alowly over a repaired bridge, reaching Wexford

at 11 a.m (twenty-four hours after getting to DUrrow). «
800 unemployed in Wexford.. Poor old Clancy, living on his
brother's farm, was delighted to see me. He told me about
a recant feud in Murringtown, where the parties had %o be

geparated by & priest. The labourers were accusing the

Irregulars of taking their living from them by the deg-
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truction. I was told the return train was likely to be

ambughed, and travelled next day with a very excited woman.
"Oh glory be to goodness why are they (Free State goldiers)
getting in here at all? I have & weskness and am not able
for it. Meray on us, but we are at the back of the trainl
T ahisk L!11 be gedding.oudl; SBall I shent.s Theslogide.
praiged, we are past Glanmn:;--. There nearly always do be
an ambush there!l"

Back pagt all the bumt signal boxes, into Durrow with
1tg Bashi-Bazouk looking Free State Guardisns crouching
around. lr('.'.. like the F.S. soldiers®™, said Charlie Lamb
once, "such an stmosphere sbout them!"). Into & gafe motor
home, for I was told that if a single one is fired upon, the
ehief local Rep's house will Dbe burned! Motorg and even push
bikeg were at this time "prohibited" h;:r Reps. and liable %o
be fired upon.

A few nights after the Free State raid, we were once
again awoken by & loud peal at the backdoor. Jahnkhﬂd alept
in the house ever since our return, end I met him on the
landing. "Free State troops™, he expldimed, "I'm Jjust going
down to let them in*.  "Do nothing of the sort®, I said,
"they may not be Free State st all*. I adjured them through
the back door to light their matches and show themselves

before we opened. This was my custiomary reques®, and for
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the Tirst time it was refused, ox rather, the men g&ld
they had no metches.  "Well, then, I'1]l pushthem under
the door", I replied, and fingers took them, but gtill no
light] Instead, they ssked if we® had any boys hiding",

and I told them they could see for themselves if we had

or not, but first there must be & eivil introduction.

They had only to surround the house and even if boys were
in it they would not be able to get away. "Begob and she
ig surrounded enough if she knew 1t"“, whispered volces
under Bm'es window on the other side of the kitchen. ( She
was restraining B. from joining John and myself, who had
now retrested to the side of the door for fesr of ghots
goming through. Just in time! "I ghall conslder you are
ordinary thileves and not n‘nldiara at all, if you still
yefuse to show yourselves", I declared. Therewith came

& volley of abuse and of shots, zocompanied by a crash of
gleges in the barred window beslde the door! Silence.

"You have one of us kill't", said a volcel  But I heard no
groans of wounded or dying. "Will ye let us in now?*

"Gome along®, I said, "we are only walting to see what

you look like".  Renewed fury. Then fresh parley. "There's
me poor brother dead out of an ambugh, and we want & bicycle
t0 go over the mountaing". "If your poor brother ia dead

out of an embush, I should think it 1s a bed, not & blcycle,
you want®., More fury. More gmashing, A demand for
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ten pounds. Then, thinking too hastily that they might
- both be bought off and tracked by meens of & marked 10 /-

note, I told them there wes not ten pounfs in the house, but
1'd give them 10/~ . They evidently thought half & loaf
batter than no bresd, for the offer was accepted, and when
I went up to my desk, I could see light following me round
(through shutter cracks) to see where I could find the money.
When I handed it through the broken window, the boy who was
waiting to receive it siezed my hand violently. I gave a
counter pull, which he had not expected, and gaw how he
averted his face whilst he tried to drag his arm away. (I
was pitch dark, impossible to see anything eleerly). “You
heve no uniform on®, I wes,however,able to say, on seeing
the sleeve near m;;r face. "] left it behind this time™, he

replied. “Fine soldiers!®, I jeered, sure now that we had

to desl with thieves, and so I added "I'll inform on you"l

This Wes an unnecegsary threat, and it was recompensed by-
a tremendous noise of smashing beside the other door. The
dining room plate glass windows lay in smithereens, by blows
which seemed to come from rifle butts. But there was no
attempt on the ghutters, and no more shooting. Probably
amminition was short. But two nights leter, at two in the

mowning, somebody came back. Ping,ping ping! And bullet
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holes were found on each side of the belcony window, and a
¢hird bullet had gone through the upper pane, and maede a hole
over the bedstead where it had gone down behind the plester.
Imckily nobody was sleeplng in thet room. Afterwards most

of us slept on f.ha floor, to be out of range, untid one day

a Pree Stete gunner boy ceme along and put our beds into safe
comners, and told me I would be much safer in mine than under
the draughts where I layl

It was now that m..and I, after the thieves raid, decided
to stay ewake turn sbout, till the firgt d awn of day between
% end 4 a.m. It did not do to Dbe ell there when rsiders ceme.
How were we to ildentify the partles helf deed with gleep and
blinded by some metch we had guddenly struek? Everything
depended on knowing whom we hed to desl with, end women were
gafer then men.

Oh the weary horror of those interminable nights! All
Tound us in the woods %he Republicans were E:i&jn&].lil?g-ﬂnd
whistling to each other. Sometlmes the whistles seemed to be
ander our very windows, and we never knew whet they might
mean. We looked through the windows at the woving shedows
end the fitful moonbeams outside, cereful to show no lighs
ourgelves, llst®Bing, ligtening, always listening for ateps -
whigpers - that most awful 2a.m bell! How many were doing,

e had done, the very same thing in countleas lonely homes,
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and how many in vain! Only leat year I heard of a poox
1ittls Irish boy in ;omn Welsh prépamta:-y school, who used
to jump up in the middle of the night , fiing & blanket round
himgelf, and rush screaming out of the astonighed dormitory.
Somewhere he had heard the final knell which had destroyed all
he knew.

One morning, waking on the floor (1) late after a long
vigil, during & particularly wild wet night, I was told the
poor listle Co-operative Store had been burnt to the g:-r;rf.'l.n.t.’;.-.'fl(-ﬂ:m:::D

*ivn minutes sway, next she ruined barracks behind the trees,

and T had heard and seen nothingl! The lagt relic of all our
soeial striving seemed To De gon;. And doubtless it wes des-
troyed by those very people whom it had been intended to benefit.
Popular suspicion pointed to Burke, whose wife I had been re-
minding about her debt. But of course it was essy %o blame
the I.R.A., whose initials were promptly seratched on the bumt
walls. Their local representatives hastened to assure me
they hed done no such t hing, &nd indeed they need not have told
me, for I knew en oubgage of this sort was the work of spite.
But what spitel OQur friends told us later that they felt
sure wWe werse nn:;w doomed.

But this time, unlike our first experience in 1920, they

did not all shiver fatalistically. The Hurley twins and Michael
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Cunningham determined to protect us. These three brave
boys, Who were Wworking all day, sset up night after night,
either in our basement after the maids had gone to bed, oY
patrolling the grounds outside. They hed helped us in all
our socisl enterprises, and now they stood by us in our hour
of bitter need, and stood %o us 8L the risk of their lives
had they been discovered, or suspected even, by the contending
parties. Michael hed to come to us over two and & half miles
of exposed road, and it is &n entire marvel how he escaped.
Paddy Hurley was discovered in the basement during a Eree
Stats raid, and arrested, but got off on the strength of our
explenations, and &lso, 1o doubt, owing to his own guiet good
pest. When I think of these boys, and what they endured and
risked for us, and not only for us but for our very ungrateful
and worthless Protestant tenants in the Giasnts Rock, I recover
faith in human neture, hope for Ireland, hope,(so nearly des-
troyed) for all mankind.

I do not remember whether this plan had slreedy started
when Em. came to me (after hex turn of & night) to say she
had had "the Free State Army™ in the basement t1ill the gmall

hours of the morning. Three men had arrived after 10 o'eclock,

g0 heavily srmed with every murderous device they could hEwdly

gtand up, end had silently pleyed cards together (and drunk
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the tea ghe made) in the dark window-less room of the
_hualmant. They had heard we were %o be bumnt down that
night. We did not believe them at the time, but many
months leter Mrs Cunninghem wes told “by & mountainy womean"
that the gpame roving bend of Rapuhliuénn out of Tipp. (who
burnt Sir.John's house the following night) had set ot to
burmn Cappagh and Whiteechurch House, but hearing thet the
Free State Army hed quarters in Whitechurch, they tumed
beck. However this may be, Sir John Keane's house ¥eg
burnt the following night; ulqn, on the other side of the
mountsing, Major Poer O'Shee's; The Hunts; the Miss Falr-

holmes; end, we may add, the Langleys, who, however, escaped

bad total destruction, through having sent away most of their

furniture,and the petrol in thelr garage, only the night
before!

Fiva country houses &nd our store - all burnt withdn. &
week, if I remember right , and all within & few miles as the
erow flies!

I thiﬁk it was in thet seme week in early February that
we had the most lovely full moon shining over our dementied
world, and the wood pigeons, in izs light, cooed ss thaugh
it were day. Ripples and waves of Coolng - whet & lullsby

for us alll Supposing, I thought, in this same night a
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: ¢pain &8 hurled to destruction with & roar over the broken

‘edge of Ballyvoile viaduat! And it was! The engine fell

150 feet, and & truck was loft suspended behind it for many
dm'zt The train was empty, and the motive shoer destruction.
By this time the embankments in many pleces on the Grest
Southern Rly. were strewn with this wanton wreckage. Some-
timeg, we may fear, it wes for loo%. Whispers went round

of farmateads which were stuffed with the contents of houses
and trains = "like Tutankemen's tomb", seld a witty member of
the Dail. 1t 41s hard to sny why ell these housegWere bumst
1f not for loot. We may except, perhaps, that of Sir John
Keane, he being e 3Jenator, and & threat having gone out
againat &1l Senators' houses, to runish the ovners for having
taken office. (This is etrenge to think back on in 1925,
when Republicans are stending for election to the Senate).

It ‘is true that on the moming of his burning, old people were
soaying to each other "Where isShaun the Burner now?", this
being & veference to an evioting encestor, who had burnt the
dwelling he did not wish recooupied. But so encient & memory
(100 years at least?) would not stir people %o action who
actunlly lived by Keane's enemgy end enterprise (the Bacon
Faotory, for instanse), and Sir John was greatly valued by
the farmers sa spokesman for their interests. In fact, the
:fa.rmj.ng community is rapidly working itself out of the old

* Re fiurnsy fom Dibls, BM Ll of 20 ~ 30 bitpes Dethayd
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. Lend League mentality and discovering (es one of them wrote
%o the Irish Times) that gthey &re actually lendlords themselves
with interests similar to Sir John, who is therefore & fitting

representative for them! However sll this mey be, it is suf-

ficlent to remember tha.;a it was e roving band out of Tipperary
which burnt him out, and which had pbahned to burn us out %oo,
end Whiteshurch House ag well. The Forsayeths hed gone %o
Bpgland the previous sutumn, for fear of these vayy roving bands .
They had no flear of their neighbours any more then we had our-
selves. When it comes to the other houses on the Weterford
side of the Comersgh mounteing, it becomes more difficult still
to know why they were attacked, and in the case of the Miss
Fairholmes, it excited the utmogt public indignetion among &ll
gorts and conditions of people who knew them %o be the souls of
goodnese end benevolence. One of them wes gitting in evening
dress at her fire-side when the peidexs appeared on Sunday
evening, and was not glven time even to put & ghawl over her
shoulders, or allowed to carry gut = ¢lock she particularly
valued. They hed to see their cherished home burn before
thelr eyes. But even go, they would not leave the ruing, but
1ived for weeks in their dairy. A legend (they deny the truth
of it) spresd fer and nesr thet Miss C.Fairholme had gaid to

one of the men ghe knew to be the son of & neighbouring farmer,




*I am sorry o see you here, Keating. But there is & verse
in the Bible 'Vengeance is mine, aaith the Lord'™. After-
wards when Keating died a painful snd horrible deash, this
gtory was told again. The poor O'Sheas were away when it
happened, snd poor Misa 0'Shea arrived on the gcene &8s goon
ag she could, to find crowds of "respectable" looters, on
foot and driving, coming to see what they could pick up.
The 0'Sheas, too, had served their neizhbourhood well, and
had built School and Chapel. They are a very old Catholle
family, and have suffered in bygone generations for their

faith. In the penal days, they only retained thelr estsate

by transferring its mominal ownership to & Protegtant friend
whilst they gave their eshild ren & foreign education. I read

& newspaper repoxt of some unfortunate gentleman who ssked

the raiderg whet¥her they were goling to burn him out because

he wes & Protestant? "No", they replied, "we have no religion”
Yes, the old lines of cleavage &re digappearing, and the
0'Shess were not protected by their faith., Neither were they
degtroyed for land hunger, because they had already sold

their farms under the Wyngham Act, and one can hardly imegine

&
a mere park would have made the Mot worth while. They wexre,
e

of course, like their neighbours who suffered, old-fashioned

Unionists, but meny such epscaped ungcathed, some of whom
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‘hed no socisl virtues %o recommend them. Merit, in fact,
was neithap ' here not there and gome of the Dest, 88 in
¢he French Revolution, were those who suffered most.

The most plausible explanation 1s ¢hat the whole rdivvilment"

wes first uunuiivnﬂ as part of = cless Wer sgaingt

Capitalists - an "ipregular" land bill in most c88eés =

and thet, towards the close of the struggle, when enthusiasm
was getting to & low ebb, the unhappy members of the I.R.A.
were told they must show something for the money they

were getting, and went then for the houses next them.

"My brother will rebuild a storey highexr than before",
declared Miss O'Shea to sympathlsers; and the Ma jor,

after surveying the wreck, waved eway condolence With &
gegture of his hand. That was the proud old spirit. It
wes &8t this time that two lonely women in the Rock house
begen to be frequently sttecked by mysterious belngs who
stoned the windows eand banged the outer doors, snd committed
petty thefts and depredations in the night outside. The
I.R.A. was not “opereting" in our mos® immediate neighbour-
hood just then, and when they did, they were wonk to meke
their presence felt in more summary W&yS. Our boys, with
two more to help them (who aefterwards fell under sugpicion

of pleying a double geme) combined their watchfulness over




ug with watchfulness over the Rock, but without being

able to discover who the play boys might be. One day

Miss Colelough told me she had perticular resson %o belleve
they were going to be broken into, and I begged a gunner
boy whom I knew, belonging to the Free State amy, to have
an eye to the Rock that night. "I ecannot come along before

3 a.m", he replied. “Very well", I saild, "come then",

knowing that by that time our tired-out guardians would
heve gone home. At 3.a.m he was pessing the Grand Lodge
gixty feet or so below, when he he@rd Miss Coleldugh's

eries for help. He turned & machine gun o:_:fa'iha gpot and

her assailants fled through the woods! Next morning the
trees round the Grand Lodge carried m;.-tiae-: "Beware of
the I.R.A.,*. Thas, wherever two parties were concerned,
the I.R.A., was always brought in as a third.

After that night the poor old women enjoyed comparative
peace until the I.R.A, did indeed oceupy our woods in some
forece, and then, on & particularly rowdy ocecasion, when
patriotic songs were being sung far and near in the small
hours of the morning, shots were fired into the house, one
of which entered the wall just over their bed. On & Sunday
morning in the early Spring of 1923, two of the I.R.A. came
to essk for timber to make & dump. 1 was particulerly struck

by the sspect of one of them, a fine upstanding soldlerly
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figure in his wideawake hat, out of which droeped & gay
coeck feather. I had a great telk with them as to whether
I could possiply be of any use in the peace discusasions
then informally attempted by more than one agonised onlooker.
I gaid of course I did not know that I would have any oppor-
tunity, but I would like to be useful if I had, and I asked
them their views, which they readily gave. They agreed
that they had no wigh to alter the civil constitution aslald
down under the Treaty (which mesnt, in other words, & readiness
to sccept the Treaty, so it seemed to me); hut they wanted
the Free State Army to be gcerapped ("Whet business had they
to be enlistin' those kids instead of us!") , and a new army
to be erested whieh would be open to £ll of military embition,
oot Yo
whether Pree State or Republican. {?his working for spoils
was not a secret. In 1922 the Republican Commandant of
Dungervan barrecks (a plumber, who had gone on hunger strike
for nineteen days in Ballykinlar internment csmp, and hence
his office) told Beverley the support which the Dungarvan
Garrison would give the Free State depended on "how they treat
us”. When they were “greated" to expulsion from Dungarvan,
and gome of them ocecupied our house, they pointed to the
initiels I.R.A, on one of thelr lorries, and, Ilaughing guite

shamelesgly, declered they "stood for Ivish Robbers Associe-
tiﬂ‘ﬂ‘l& /,M.', M~ )
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From posts to plunder, the train of thought was
jdentical. In the end they sceused their own leaders
of only working for “what they could get®, and of course

this glbe was alway%ﬁi%:i at the Free State supporters

who enjoyed emoluments. 0ld-faghioned Nationalista even
begen to maintain that envy of post-holders under th

Britigh was the original main-spring of Sinn Feinj’

I objectaed, "it might turm out too big an army, and besides,
you know" (to my friend of the gay cock:feather) "you are said
all to want to be Brigadiers". He smiled sadly, snd said
that for his own part he had hed quite enough of fighting,
and would retire gladly into eivil 1life, es would also most
of his friends. Soon sfterwards B, was able to tell Senstor
Douglas, the Quaker, this gtory, and Dougles replied he could
gquite believe 1%; he had heard the same proposal from many
quarters of renk end file, but the lesders were intransigeent,
and would listen to pothine.

But at last, in March 1923, was held the last meeting
of the Field Head Quarters &% Ballinamilt , when rifts Wwere
reported in the lute , and soon sfterwards, April 10th, 1923,
Kate's old prophecy seemed TO be fulfilled, for, 1f not on
the Comeraghs, yet on Creogh (the last spur of the Knoock-.
mealdowns over the Water Shed which divides from the Comer-

aghs) the last "pattle” took place, and’ ﬁ'im‘hynuh
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Commander in Chief of the I1.R.A, wag killed. Thus ended

the war & few miles from our door.
But did“the war" really end? The great gtrike of the

summer of 1923 may have been part of the “very cute plan®
with which de Valera was now credite ?& And indeed it would
heve been & very cute plan to hold up all egricultural labour
in connection with all the ports of Ireland. And all the
Free State ports were held up except Dungarven (whilet London
and Barcelona enjoyed a similar racket elgewhere). Co.Water-
ford was chosen for the Transport Union's trisal trip amongst
the sgricultural lsbourers. But not for nuts would the poor
disillusioned men around us (in West Wawerford) listen %o the
voice of the charmer., They "wanted® the organigers. I see
in & letter I wrote to Mother on June 3rd, 1923, that our
labourers spoke of the strike &s & "t rap", and that they
threatened to “level the backs of anyone with sprong and
shovel who would try to dreg them out!® See. Landers had
dyiven sbout in a handsome tTrap, whicﬁ he had bought"out of
the strike®, till his life cessed %o be gafe, and he fled %o
.an York. But in East Waterford, which had given in the
year before and signed the “glave docket"™, a flerce struggle
begen. The farmers sald that, if we in West Waterford, the
year before, without protection of police or soldiers (not

quite the case at Cappagh!) hed meneged to hold ouk, why

_Jyya)hx‘ZEZ}ft M /LJ! ﬁgﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬁ ﬁffjf.




should not they in Eagt Waterford resist, under the wing

of the F.8.Army? And so much stronger is clsss peggizanship
than any other, thet even Republicen farmers degerted their
lebouring allies, snd applied for the protection of the

Free State Army! This naturally infuriated their formex
friends, and th; purning of farmers' houses begani Thirteen
were geen gmoking together one night in the very district
which had witnessed the fires I have mentioned. And then
came retaliation - labourers' houses Were burnt. B. expos-
gulated with one of the best men he knew, & fine old farmer,
who in face end character regembles Abreham DLincoln.  He

was defending the indefengible, and finelly declered: "I

would take the torech myself 1" The age-long isolation of

farm houses was completely broken down. Lorry after lorry-

he
load of yound men, collected from the recesses nf'Bageenlg(&wa>,

arrived in well-organised rotation, stending tightly peacked
on the lorries, to work Dungerven eresmeries, shops, docks;
and even on one occasion, to take the ship acrosa chennel!
"Qlass~consciousness” had evoked its counterpart anongst
these farmers, Who forgot their gsuspicions, aloofness,
jealousies, politics eveh, and who hailed each other good
humouredly "“hullo Scab!" for long months after thelr vietor-
ious ending to the #trﬁgslﬂ. Their frxiswis funds were helped

by sympathisers in other counties, well aware that this was

See fo XV~ -160-




a trisl encounter, and that the heather might catch the
blage from end to end of Ireland. Why did the Transport
Union echoose the district they did to fight this ext remely
costly frawf*: It contained "the republic cf the Nia®™ -
go celled long before civil war began, and presumably support
was expeeted from the small mountein farmer who lived apid
the cloging scenes of de Valera's campelgns. It all streng-
thened my suspicion of e close alllance between the I.R.A.
on the right and the materisl for a Red Citizen Army on the
left, — I.n other words, the Tranasport Union which meanwhile ,
ag & comprehensive civilian Union, engineered every form of
clags hatred by means of strikes etc.
An able creamery menager in Co .Tipparary has since
[ odley & g Mtryfoitiome |
confirmed this view, end told me that Cleeve's| chdaf
"eommendeered” (and rained) factory was used fur making muni-
tions, & few miles from hias home. But the farmers' sona
in the I.R.A., do not reslise anything of the sort, even yet.
Ag the history of the 1923 strike showa, they are no lovers
af Bolshevlsm where thaﬁ- own elegsg-interests are sttacked.
No wonder, however, that the garrisons of Cappoquin and
Dungerven could get no instructions in 1922 aa to how %o
desl with us, slthough in ILismore they were told (by the

Four GCourts Executive) "Hot to interfere with sgricultural

pickets".

¢
Tom Keniry, & neighbouring farmer's son, had begged
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me to take him %o his relations in London, for fear he

ghould be "forced to do what he sghouldn't", but Tom Hurley

had persuasded him not to run me into danger by his much

guspectad presence (he had embroiled himself with Dboth
gides in the "War"), and so it was srranged I should seek
out his relations without him and f£ix up in London that he
should follow later. Whilst on this pious errand, I came
across & head clerk under the Port of London Dock Authority,
who degeribed to me all the anti-Union doings of dockeras
on strike. Then he sulidenly wheeled around and exclaimed
"411 your troubles in Ireland are organiged in the same place
by the same people — Sovied Houge, and the man who planned
the late police strike!". It wes while this Interesting

< Lowdon [~ Jnlewd)
conversation was going on,that Tom,fired shots into & farmer's

house, exclaiming "Your moneﬁor your life". The shots just

miggsed the farmer's wife, in bed with her children, and the

jnfuristed father and unclea siezed Tom, who wore & mesgk,

and discovered his identity. (His masked companiona escaped).
When Tom was imprisoned for robbeyy under arms (for which

the death penalty had been recently threatened) his aister
went about saying "If they shoot Tom itself, he dies for his
counsry®/ Jo confned A “"?””“: ey brcome,

Another incident, whichhappened in %he early apring,

equally illdgtrates the current confusion of young minds,
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23 THe wretched bell hed pealed one night, and & volungeer,

elad in what o1d Keniry calls “the variations" stood in the

niddle of the coach v»ing, elicking his rifle (he probably
nad ng smanition left), demanding new boots. (He was
gareful to keep elear of the window sills, where I hed piled
old weights off weighing machines up to half a ewt, and I

haed given out that whoever did not introduce himself civilly
as & beligerent, and illuminate his uniform, whatever uniform
it wes, should have the weights brought down on his hesdl!l).

A good many pairs of boots had %o Dbe thrown out before the
young men was finally fitted, end he went eway exeldiming
#4171 for the pake of Ireland!™.

He afterwards ceme beck and fetched the boofa which had
not fitted him! Rumour seys he had a dump of gecond-hand
goods on the Tarm of his uncle - & wealthy cattle dealer!
There had been considersable differences of opinion eamongs®
members of the household as to whether he should have the
boots or not, and when we had £inallytaken the course which
the Anglo Saxon pursued with the Denes, and had got rid of
our troubdesome vigiter, without heving the front door
smashed in hy his confederstes who Were lurking around, we
met John White, and, tremblimgon the landing, he told us he

oav rood fuend

Hed been within an ace of ahootin%anddy Hurley ! Some time
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23 previously he had begought me to give him the family fowling

plege (mueh the worse for having been ﬁiddan.in & drain during

“the trouble"), saying that s gingle shot wduld heve gaved the
Poer 0'Shess. We had sctuslly found some cartiddges which
nad esceped the notice of successive reiders, in & biscuit
tim in Beverley's study, and thus equipped, John hed knelt
at his bedroom window, the muggle pointing at the back door,
in csse of an atteck in the rear. When s boy come round the
corner, and actuslly s hook the back door, poor John had neerly
fired, not realising ,t1ll in the very nock of time, that here
was one of our best friends who, on his accugtomed prowls,
was meiing sure we were duly locked inl This s tory illuastrates
well the risks people ren with fireerms, poseibly worse risks
then if they were without them. There may have been something,
after sll, to be seald for leaving us without eny weapon
"gxcept the family poker" (as Mrs O'Dell, of Cloncoskreine, °
put it ).

Tt wag in the spring of 1923 thas Perey's haelf
German friend, Voigt, came back to vieit us, sfter an interval
(gince his arreat in Cappegh) spent in every Buropean gtorm
centre - 9% .Petersburg, Vienna, Belgrade, Berlin, sthe Ruhr-
as Press Coreespondent. He appeared to be guite unmoved
gt the sight of the weights lying on our window sills, readp

for the heeds of our assalleants, end he told me after & few




days that Irelend impressed him ss & country which was settling
down very much more guiekly then aay of the others thet had
puffered upheaval,

He had been puzzled by & Jsrvey, who had told hiw in

Waterford that there were, however, suill e few Die Hards
about ! This wes the name for extreme Conservatives (instead
of theiy extreme opponents in the Ireland he heas imown!)

By the time "Cease Fire" sounded, not an acceasible window
wae left, far or near, in any place above & cabin,  that had
not bers scross it, and I could remembex the time before any
were put up — except our own dating from Lend Leegue days -
and even thege I had taken down in 1915 - only &to put up again
in 19201

Homer seys: "Without kindred or law or hearthetone is
the man who loves war among his people". And this man, this
"JYoung men who betrayed his gountry" according to old prophecy,
wes indentified eithey with de Valera or with Collins, %o suild
the point of view. Thus are Delphie Oracles fulfilled.

In June, 1923, I wrowve to Mother that troops Were gafe-
guarding endeavours to hoilsT up the Engine where it had been
precipitated over the Droken end of Ballyveile eviaduct (180 £t ).
"Also. there are constent rumours of & repairing gang working
graduelly towards us from Mallow" (where the othex broken

railvwey viaduct waa).




The Civic Ouaxd wes opteblished in she Autulm, and four
men and & gergeant took up weddence in Clency's forpeken yard
house., Two I.,R.,A, boys same %o suy goodbye to me - they
wished to elenr themaelves of ell conneation with Tom Keniry's
shooting affray, and to engquire if I eould "f4nd posta for them
4n Conada®. One of shem, Jimmy Frsher, in the opinion of an
invimnte friend, had dons "very oruel thinga®. He had & penai-
give vefined face, o face anyone would take %o of & glange .

We salked over 0ld timeg, and I €0ld him how I had fol% durin:

the grest labour strike of 1922, how sheer heartbreak prevented

me from keeping my food dnn't?f, and how I had lived in a low

fever., "That is exactly the asete I am in now", he grevely
veplied, "I thought I wes working for Ireland, but the people
have tummed egainst us, snd do not want us any more”, (He hed
sadd much the seme shing, I afterwards heard, when under an
ansesthetic, during the extraotion of & bullet. "I shoughs
I was fighsing for Ireland, I wish 1t was shrough my head”!)
He sdded he had not received "so much es & bonus" for ell he
had done! (Many hed hung on %o the I,R,A. in hopes of this
pane bonus).

Two boys in Weterford Asylum blame each other from
morning till night for n deed which each repulintes - Another
aries from dawn till dark over the pust that eamot be undone.

An nged cottager declares de Velers %o be Anti-Christ.
¥ Mot by OEDexn . M bepiray o b wlimel, Tiorbles . Y Leesk pot
mle ¢ borsy b tlehe C ey Ko crawm of hew
-:I.Gﬂ-hwtz..,,Mu{ (115, 4 63,




"Do you know what ought to be done to him?", esks Kate.

"For what is he after telling the boys? He ghould be put

on & ntu'_u and his mouth filled with watey till it boils!".

And thug, in misery and madness, we watched the heroic
age of Ireland finally fade away.




I,

I loved you more than &kife,

And soc I have broken you

In a grotesque dirve gtrife

In fear and want of wit,

I could not live with you,

Though life grew tense with longing,
And so 1 alew,

That peace might come by wronglng
You whom I loved too much.

2

A pheagent cock crows in pitiless pride,
For he is arrayed in gold -

But the wee soft rebbits creep and hide
Away from the bitter frost adn the cold,
And the insolent firgss-red moon swings hizh
In a vivid stone-cold purple sky

To moek & love that grew old.

Geoffrey Coulter.

(He was with the Irregulars)

After the French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars, it was

/,
agked, did the people ?}Fh for e la liberti£?

"Le peuple,

"La liberte Non 7

"La raison Non 7

"La religion Non 7

"Ta congtitution anglaise Non 7

#L'absolutisme Non ?

"Rien de tout cela maig le repos”




2 Vide Press. In eid of
the Co-op.

A very successful snd enjoysble dence wes held at Cappagh

House, six miles from Dungarven, on Sunday night. There was a

large assemblage of people. They came from all gusrters of

the county, and the large yard wes packed with motor cars,

bringing the visitors %o the entertalnment. The dancing wes

kept on till the morxning. During the night the greatest pleasure

was experienced, and dances ineluded all the latest lnnovatlions
ag well as guedrilles, lancers, ete¢. The large house was
kindly lent by Mr, Ugsher, the proprietor, and the spaciocus
room afforded splendid accommodation for the purposes required,
The music wag rendered by the efficient Dungarvan Plerrot Band.
It was their firat public engesgement, and all present were loud
in their pralses of the excellent rendering of the airs guitable
for the dences; the Dungarven loeal combination playing with
excellent zeat and harmony.

FPeb,17th, 1924,




The dey before Beverley found a youyg man wandering

round at & loose end ( he had motored the piano tuner over),
and asked him %f his daughter (!), the young womsn with him,
would like to come in to see the house. "She 1s not wmy
daughter", replied the seeming chauffeur, and it wss shen
digcovered the ledy was a typlst, and himself the new
sheriff for the county!

I had pressed him to have tea in the kitchen, which
he deakined, He sald afterwards he was Vexry soryry not to
have been introduced to me. He &d not know I had written
the Tyrall, a book he much admired. He had possed & drive gate
in 1920, where "bits of boys" were hanging up in the trees,
blown there by & mine theyhad been laying, and to divert
his mind he had gone %o abookshop and bought the Traill

"When the enthusiast of revolt has stood & thing on it's
head, there is nothing revolutionary fofpiu to do but %o put
it on ita legs sgain".

"The Republicans are wishing the English back".

"Ten Irishmen would weep on the grave of oge Ehglishmen"
gald Columeille.

Much of Kate's prophecy has been fulfilled from the
triviel to the tragilc. The fine house has indeed been
open for anyone %o walk in and sleep there. Banks have

been raided, closed, shot and broken into, occupied by both
sldeg, The dog tex haa bDeen raised, and ag have the rates.
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1923 Each year has seemed to bring the Black Reate which nobody
-24.
can pey, and yet, with compensetion dues added, it atill

increases. As early ss 1922 a machine Egﬁ—hﬁ@ to help
Yo

in the colleection, and in the “repuhliufnfﬂﬂﬁa people have

been forecibly expelled from thedir farms whn_pndid not pay
them (end are cursing the Republican propasgandists, who told
them not to!). The Duke of Abercorn has long since governed
Ulgter with heavy bresthings concerning lsw and order. The
gentry have fled or been"hunted". A "real Parlisment" sits
in Dublin, and armed men have indeed walked themselves sore
over Cappesgh. Their last battle has been fought wlose by,
and they heve lost becsuse they recognise they have been
fighting their own people, and stheir own people have turned
ggaingt them. Twice & relative pesce came %o us "between
the hay and the corn", and those who sowed did not live %o
reap - their decaying bodies pecked by crows have been found
in the cornfields arcund Clonmel, and every lomely tract
holda its unknown ETaves.

And each side sey it is all because "a young man®
(Collins or de Valera?) "betrayed the country".

But Kate saya that young msn is not yet, and when he
comes his head will be cut off and thrown into the Liffey,

which will have broadened to the width of the Themeg., Those
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two sons of the 13th King of Spain have yet %o land (a1d not
de Valera have = long mecret interview wish the Spanish
Minister for Defenee, 0'Donnell, of Irish descen®, a® she
Rages Oonference in Peris?, so she veminds ua)$ the Duke

of Abersorn has yet %o make his dash for Cork, the olesnas
have yet to rise sgainst the megseg in England, and Turks and
Huns invsde her before Ireland is reslly free"”,

And while I wrise heve, in England, Septomber 22nd ,25.

a great fear gripe many end many o heart anvround me, The
people have pesped their "ghinkin' " stege (even in sad sodden
"Hell bottom Paﬂn;j*'thny do be talking®.

Theve is nothing to =dd but & postearips conoeyning
gertain inteventing people in v he year 1924,

A represennative of the purnt-out-class (so oalled
refugeen), Sir George LeHunt , from Co. Wexfoxd. I met him
nexs &tu:;figﬁie missionayy-mingter's draning room. M1 mant
post shat pareel to Irelond”, I paid, throwing dova & pereel
of old elo's for she shop., A silent Tiguve in the beskgrvound

rone, tall and impressive, out of its chair, = nlf:l.m type
of the Anglo-Irish race, "Irelend"?, ha asked, Did you

say "Ireland?"., And therTe wam o gream snd crawing in his
voice. "What part do you OOme from?® And shen he told hias
tale, ologuently, breathlensly, %o the sptonished room, which

had never heard 48, And, ns he spoke, & hard look eane ove®




his )yind old face, which they had never seen. He spoke

of generations ofbenevolent sctivilty - of a boycott in the
Lend Leezue days which took place in splte of this past,
of the final tragaﬁy, aided and abetted by the machinations
of a young R.C. curate., "You need not mind such people now",
I said, soothingly. They have nll been sent on distant
missions®. ("Poor heathen"), murmured our missionary
host. The tale concluded in sthe ususl way - & heap of
agheg. The lodge gate still lying in a river bed. The
land sold for a song to & cattle dealer. Nothing left
but the family burial ground. "Go back all the same",
I implored. "They will cerry you on their shoulders - now!"
"I will never go back", he replied, in & volce 1ike a Imell,
"put" with rising voice and anger " wait a bit!; they
lghe English) will eatch it worse here than we ever had it.
They will get it in the neck! I gee all the signs. I
know it's coming!™. He has died since.

The old T .R,A. I met them, Tour boys in vhe Fisghguard

express, going back Go Iveland. I dated then snd drew

[
them, They had been to vislt Wemh}y, and hed had their

fortunes told by a statue which rolled 1ts eyes "and knew' .
Had it not described Pat's character exactly? A& man who
would ocoupy & post of danger and regponsibility with credlt
to himgelf and benefit to others. Pat had occupled such

& post along with shemselves. Were they not four out of
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the elaven who had held the R,I.C., barracks in Limerick
for the Free State when surrounded by Irregulars in sll
the Militery barracks! "And to this day when we meet
them in the street they say they'll do us in, but they
haven't yet, and they are not going tol". "What made
you so determined?", I esked, rather breathlessly. "Why
would n't we be determined then? To see these hundreds
of boys who never did nothing but gpy in the old days
for the Bleck and Teng? An' then they turnsed around
to fight us! We'd hold Pimerick mgein, so we would,
against the lot of them, But we are all civvies now,

gsee?". And they showed me a photo 87 themselves, taken

e
at Wembly. "It cost us 1/- extra to have PBritish Empire

Bxhibition? stamped in gold across the corner, but we
thought it worth while; so thereis is. Looks fine, don't
is?"

The ex soldiewmof tine Great Wax on Armistice Day '24
came out of all the retired corners, where they had hidden
since 1918 and thousends — was it 25,000 ?- filled ithe

( Trinily Clly , B W44<)
gquare in front of T.C.D.,,and sang "God Save the King',

A A
whilgt T.C.D. (I'm sorry to say) hpisted the Union Jack.

In Dungerven there wee & sponteneous gathering into the
market place and they enghired for one of their R.C.officers

to lead them %o Mass. But these gentlemen, not yet quite




pure of the country, were all out hunting. Proteatant
Captain Mitehell worked quietly, as ususl, behind his
sounter in the Provineial Bank. They pulled him out, &nd
he led them to Mass, whilat onlockers whispered "Them's
the rale soldiers!"™ Before this time the solddiers of
the Great War used hardly %o dare to acknowledge they hed
then pert.

Major General Hickie, of the British Army, headed the
poll for the Senate in Oet.1925.

On June 19th, 1924, the Rosglere Express ran over
Ballyvoile once more, and stertled us by bolsterous and
exultant whistling, as 1O rettled pest. The guard and
engine driver got down, %o shake hends with wthe gtation
meater. "inarchy has not won this time - by God 1t has
not!", ejaculated Muleahy, the station master.

$he last train which ren over Ballyvoile had taken us
to Dublin, in that dreadful July of 1922.

wfhe wheel comes round again", says dear old Sergeant

Johnson, in Coxk.

USSHER and WHITEHEAD, April 13th, 1925,a% Whitechurch,
Cafva, by Rev.J .Going, sssisted by Ven.Archdeacon Burket®,
Percivel Arland, only son of Beverley Grant Ussher and
Mrs Ugsher, Cappe House, Co.Waterford, to Bmily, elder
daughter of Christopher and Myrs Whitehead, Willism St . Nenagh.

The pickets of 1922 gave them presents, and the Querter

Master of the "Ocoupsation”,Jim Power, drove them to chureh

to be married.
=175~
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PREFACE
W n_the life of Emily Horsley Ussher, by her sister, Dorothy Buxton

Bmily Horsley USsher (nee Jebb) was born in Fabruary,
1872, at Fhe Lyth, Ellesmere, Shropshire. She was of very
mixed Celtic and Saxon blood. Her father, Artimr Trevor
Jebb,(born 1839) descended on the paternal side from old
yeoman stock of the borders of Shropshire and Wales. The
Jebbs were noted for independence of charaoter, and a some- |
what headstrong, conbative disposition. A strain of pubilic
8pirit ren through them. Records remain of a Richerd Jebb
(the ancestor of several of the same neme) in the 18th Cen-
tury who, while agent to the local magnate, fought his em-
ployer over some guestion of local gixm grievances, and won
the case. Thisg tradition was maintained. Personal interest

in this and succeeding generations was often Sacrificed,im

and fortunes, if made, were

not retained., |
Arthur's mother, Eliza Edwards, brought a gentler and |

more aristocratic sérain into the family. Her aptistiec

B8cotch mother was a pupil of Romney's. Her father was |

desecended from the Garuls, who won fame as supporters of

King Charles in the Royalist struggle in the West, which

ended with the siege of Chester. Eliza was artistie r
= 3

poetical and deeply religious. She died in middle life,
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when her son was a young boy, but her influence was never
lost upon him. Arthur was poetical and scholarly. He
longed to devote himself %o cultural pursuilts, but in his
position of country squire, the call of small local public
duties intervened. He was at everyone's service but his
own, md never spared himself. He died prematurely at
the age of 5l. Emily Ussher, his esldest daughter, was a
gteat admirar of her father, and her own career, iIn a very
different setting, ran somew¥hiat parallel to his.

Arthur Jebb married his namesgake, Eglantyne Iouisa
Jebb, of Killiney, Dublin, a daughter of an old Irish family,
whpse connection, if any, with the Jebbs of Bhropshire is
not known. Her grandfather, Judge Jebb, hig half-brother,
the Bishop of Limerick, and his cousin, Sir Richard Jebb,
Court Doctor EE George I1I, were well known figures of their
time. Nichols, in his'literary MApnecdotes', says of the
Jebbs, that “"few families have produced more persons connect-

1
ed with the literary history of the last Centmry" (i.e.,of {
the 18th Century). !

Bzlantyme's elder brother was Sir Richard Jebb, Regilus

Professor of Greek at Cambridge, and famous for his edition |
of S8ophoecles. 8he herself was a highly idealistic person,
with artistic gifta, and a great reader of Ruskin. With
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a Tamily of six young children still on her hands, and living

& secluded life in remofe Shropshire, she felt moved to bring
the sense of beauty and delight in ereative work into the res-
L
tricted livq"of a country population. A carving class
held in the ILyth dining room rapldly led on to classes for
handicrafts of many kinda in the neighbouring villages. Out
this grew the Home Arts and Industries Association, which
held its annual Exhibition for many years in the Albert Hall,
London. Emily Jebb's earliest years were crowded with varied
interests. A quick, precocious child, amd very unselfish,
she early entered into the full life of her parents, and
canght thelr enthusiasm for public service. But this happy

period was of short duration Her mother had plunged into

a great movement, but to remain its leader and inspirer proved

too much for her strength. After a few years she suddenly
bro®€ down in health, and became an invalid. Tt fell to

0 her Tather, to wait on her

o

Bmily to give companionship

ing the younger children. Her

mother, and to help in mothe

"

o agtistic interests suffered, Except for six months
apent in Dresden, at the age of 18, when she hoped her second
gister (Iouisa, afterwards Mrs Roland Wilkins) might be old
her place, she never found time to follow them

Laxe

encugh to

up. This six months was the ila}mriasﬁ, and eertainly the moat
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peaceful time of her life., 8he studied paintiing and leather
wurk+, abd becoame p:nficiént in the German languagza, Whereaver
she went her social gifts won her great popalarity with her
German acquaintances, and she made great fun of how a German
General (esged 60) proposed to her. In 1894 her father died,
and more than ever Emily was needed at homs. After some
years, in her late twBnties, she married Beverlfly Grant Ussher,
the son of Richard Ussher, of County Waterford (the Ornithelo-
gist). Beverley was a school inspector in Englend. Not
long before the Great War he cames into his father's estate.
Bmily used to make a great Joke of how odd it was that it
should fall to her, of all people - the most democratic member
of a democratic family - to live in a stately country house!
The stately country house, however, could offer no barrier .
between her and her poorer neighbours. On the contrary,

its doors were always open to them, and lMrs Ussher's most
intimate friends were to be found among the women, who would
leave their two-roomed cabins to wander over the moors and
down the hills into the beaut iful garden of Cappagh, and find

their way through the open garden door, all wmanounced, to

look for their beloved Mrs Ussher, wherever she might happen to be,

lote. A amall book E.U. published for teachers, 'Observation
Lessons in Plant Life', beautifully illustrated by herself,

shews her keen interest in Nature and somsthing of her artictic

powers.
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Uproaricus peals of laughter would often mark the
arrival of such a zuest. More Irish in some ways than the
Irish themselves (she adopted & broad Irish accent ), sghe
loved %o crack jokes with her friends,; =nd the ebullience
of her spirits was irresistible. These visits were apt to
be very protracted, but she never showed signa of weariness.
She had her own version of the line in Grey's 'Elegy'! 'The
$hort and simple annals of the poor!'. In her experience,
she said, they were 'the long and ineredibly complicated
annals of the PDﬂr'-I But while so sensitive to the troubles
and diffienlties uf others, she would find endless sources of
merriment in her own.

A thirst for beeauty, and sensitive to it in all things,
(and with unsetisfied artifitic powers surging within her)
Emily was proportionately aldve to all that was dark and
unlovely in the human life around her. She never tried to

close her eyes to it, nor hesitated in the year-long struggle

to do something to help. But perhaps her greatest solace
)
and source of atrength for each days task lay in the feast

of natural beauty which she found in the surroundings of

From the first, she threw herself into the lives of

the people, and among her most important activities on their

pehalf was the work of the FiniskK Cooperative Store (see

-

Appendix IVa). This was started with the help of Ber
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younger sisgter, Eglantyne Jebb, who at one period of her life
devoted herself to the work of the Co-operative lMovement.
Emily's work, however, and the spirit in which she carried

it on, is well indicated in the Diary to which these notes
form a preface. Her buoyant spirit uml. keen sense of humour,
and the warm glew of her sympathies, shine through all that
she has written.

Fpr geveral yenrs before her death, her heart had got
into a condition which to most people would have been extremely
alarming, but she habitually made a joke of its peculiarities.
It was only when the sudden collapse came, bringing death in
ten minutes, that some of us realised the full seriousness
of her trouble.

‘;kg f9£ioﬁ;ng i% an’ exgract from-the myibunry qﬁﬁice
in thé ‘néhgarjﬂn D@éarvﬁg‘ (Jyne Bth, ;9;&}. ’
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, June 8th, 1935,

Reath of Mrg E-HMM@
8 she came

"Dungarvan Ubserver®
. done noble work s8ince
1 ambition

The late lrs
ol Taay
© of her

nter

oy
to Cappagh soms
Was ever to improve the
together i
of comm
adorn and she put her grea
believed was for the
She established
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bring
fow ghe succeeded
souched nothing she did not
energy into every movement which ghe
good of the people amongst whom she lived,
Cappazh branch of the United Irish Women and Canght all i
members what self-relisnce and co-operation can do when
properly directed. Cappagh Hall which she astablished for
the training of the young girls of the district in erts
and crafts and as a centre of recreation and amisement ,
Was the lecca towards which &h people turned for |'
|
Work ar pl )r Mrg Ussher, with her mast arly 1ind, |
Bad Iull sppreciation of what social int reourse can do
“0 develop not only happiness i e individual, but that
apirit yoperatio 3lT-help 80 needful Ll in
this age...
-
= ik ya of ¢ ck and Ta regime, ghe
r Oppre 1llow countrymen, |
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and by pen and lecture tried o awaken English opinion to
the injustice of the doings of those days. Her novel,
"The Treil of the Black and Fang® focussed publiec atten-

- ¢ion to ~8coings of those boyos, while a lecturing
tour she gave in the English e¢ities at the tine drew mmch
comment Irom the British Press. She was always doing
g00d smongst those she lived and to meke them happy ,xomt
prosperous & contented was hez m. In recent ; ears,
in spite of failing health. she wasg ixnown for her untiring
work on behalf of the Finisk Co-operstive Store, whiech
be came ; in sround for fermers and labo rers brought
together in the pgoeo 188 0 making life easier for sach
other, No 1list of her publ actlivities can give an
idea of that neighbourly love which was hers, and which
simply ignored all rlers ol class, politics or religion.
It i3 as the frient - humbte folk that she would have wished
to be bered, rather th 18 the organiser of m gpe c-




1919-~1921.

April 1920.

July 1920.

Dec.1921.

Juns 1922.

The "War" between Ireland and England.

The "01d* Irish Republicen Army, united, and
teetotal.

Barracks burned down at Cappagh.

Threat of burning Cappach. I.R.A. men came to
prodect 1it.

The Treaty.

The 'Pact' between Free 8taters and Republicans
for the Elactions.

May 22-Aug.4,1922. 8trike at Cappagh. Steward driven out -

June .

April 1922.

Trregulars pickets sent to protect them against
atrike plckets.

Percy went to Galway - the same thing all the way.

The"Pour Courts"occupied by Republlcans.

Aug,11-18,1922, Occupation of Cappegh by 33 Irregulars,

July 1922.

:
b WA L

retreating before F.8. tMiaa 'hitaheadj

o oviuef]ah .

The "Four Courts" bombarded. The "Qivil War"
began. The "new" Irish Republican Army.

Angust 1922-April 1923. Robbery & Raiding period cont inued.,




Jan,.1983. Threat of burning. Free 8tate soldlers came to
protect Cappagh.

Armed raid (special one).
Cooperative Stores burned down ab Cappagh.

&> 4 country houses burned down too (Sir Jobmn Keene's

included).
April 1923. End of period of violence. Liam Lynch killed.

P Co
May .1923. S8econd sﬁrikeh Eastfﬁgterfmrd.

Aug .1983. House let to Civic Guard at Cappegh.
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While English panpla-méba agking "Why does no% Treland play
up"?, Redmond was deolaring that "Irelsnd had a larger Pro=
portion of her sons in the firing line than gither Bngland,
Scotlend or Walea™; the £iym of Hearne in Waterford was glad
to keep open twenty seveln berths for absent men, and one of the
directora, veturaing from & baginess trip to Leeds and Bimming-
ham, told me Ipish ciltiea compared, on the whole, favourably
in the master ol recrait lng. Again, 1 wos told that half
the recruits who presented thempalves in Cork had to De gent
home sgain, and in fairness it has to De remembered Thab
Iyeland's population, egpacially in roral areas, cerrias &
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The vast majority of them sarved in France, &nd & great many

of them perved under t heir Pregident , General Sir William

Hickile.

Iq.-.-ll.lé"q.-qﬂ 5 G-..-u.tr_.l L{IH\JTI i

Ona of the retuims aubmitted to the Roysal Commigesion

-

on the Rebellion by Sir Hatthew Nathen givea the ToLaL aumber

of men from this country who were in the Army before the war
broke out and the numbay who joined up %o April 1éth, 1916,
gither as ' reasrviats OF regTulita. Although there vWers in

regerviats numbered

[ =]
p=te
o
e

the regular army EO,?BD, the spedc

12,462, and the segervigts who joined the ecolours on mobili-
gation came to 17,804, or 8 total of 51,046. To these have

£5 be added the recrults who joined the colours since mobilisa-

tion, and they nambered 99,837, giving = grand sotal for this
countyy of 150,185, Among the regruits wers 22,546 Nat jonal
Volunteers and 25,260 Ulgter Volunteers. The reservists who
weya in the lational Tolunteera numbered 7,615, while those

in the Ulster Voluntears came %o 4,352; therelors, between

ragervists and recrults +he contyibution of the [at lonal
Toluntesrs Was 30,161, end of the Ulgter Volunteers 22,617.

Eeinih

Phe Hational Volunteers sff Dublin contributed regruita,
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and altozether tha recruits from Dublin numbered 17,536. To

complete the return, we should have the number of persons from
$his country who have joined she Navy. In Jemiary lost the
return for the Navy was 8,546. So this counsry hag &t least

gupplied 159,422 men to the srmed forces of the Crown.
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THE RISING, 1916. |

To the Bditor of the Dungarvan Obgexvary.

Sir,
I heve slwaya

een struck by the fair way your paper

o

voices conflicting opinions, and therefore I feel assured
you will publish this letter, althouzh it runs counter To the
“jgpressions of & 'Visitor' " recorded in your las® igeue.
In the May number of the “19th Century end After" are
quotations from two important documents regently circulated i

in Germeny, end which the Govemmment there has Deen a% infinite

painsg to keep for perusal at home. Nevertheless, there has

been a partial leakage through neutral countries, and thus we

leayn that the leaders of thought, snd the most important trade
fedepat ions of Germsny - the whole nation 1if we e xeclude the

Soeislists — unite in recommending the permensnt &nnexation ol
all congquered territory as & bulwark agalnst the rest of Europe;
but becauge annexation proved to De & cause of continual trouble
in Algace Loryaine, the migtakes of "leniency" committed There

are not to be repeated alsewhere. The remedy in Belgium, the

i

rench provinces, Poland, etc ete. is %o be twofold - confis-

cation of all property and disfranchisement, vholesale and
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eomplete, of every living soul. In other words, the right of
conquest is interpreted, by at any rate the mgority of Germena,
%o sanction slevery on & scale unknovm in the history of eivila-
sation. The impression left wes such os to meke the blood run
cold, and it is an impression which all your resders would 8%
once ghere on reading the texts, because these are ambitions
which are peculierly revolting to the Irish mind. Further,

and this appeals particularly to the Irigh mind, trensplantations
on an enormous scele are to be undertaken of these conguered
tribes, these former friends and befrienders of Irelend, whese
motto in France is still liberty, equality and fraternity - the
motto whieh endeared them to the men of '98, end the motto for
which they are fighting under the walls of Verdun, the bloodiest,
mogt strenuous series of battles in higtory., France is opposed
there to & netion of which the motto has become slavery, gpolia-
¢ion and hetred. Ingtead of proclaiming the brotherhood of man,
the Germsn Apostle says: "Faith, hope end hatred, but the
peategt of these is hatred”. Ig it possible that holy Ireland
hag been expected to shout a loud Amen? Yet the recent rebel-
lion, if it hed succeeded, would have been Amen and goodbys To
any hope, here or elsewhere, for the principles dear to the men

of '98 We sre generous, pitiful people. Do not let ua Dbe

e

led sgtray by our virtues. We sare bound to reason, and resagon-



ing in this case can only lead to one conclusion. Already

the onlooker is prone to seay that we have become s0 short-
gighted in our self-centred aims that we would be willing to

P take the good gifts we covet from the hands of the greategst
Devil Power thet waelks the earth. Oh, holy Ireland! Hot yet,
I do believe, are you ao polluted. Your sons in the trenches,
sbove all those stalwarts of Limburg camp, give the lie %o say
such guspicions and have preventied the crown of shame (even
though it be the crown of success) from being rivetted around the

fair brows of Brin, Let us plty thosa who erred in their love
for her; let us pray Ifor them' — but if we sdmire them, then let
Bmmet and Wolfe Tone judge us! From the starry speces, looking
down upon ua, may they, may thay forgive us!
Believe me, sir,
Yours very truly,
E.H, USSHER

Cappegh, 28th June, 1916.
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DUNGARTYTAHN 0 B ERVER,

Saturday, September, 9th, 1916.

THE IRISH LANGUAGE

To the Editor of the "Dungarvan Observer"

The languege cause has gone through some viclssitudes
of late, md in spite of the very cruel plsunderstanding to
which it hag been exposed, the Gaelic League enters with
undiminished vigour upon a fresh campaign of thankleass velour
for the ideal of an Irish-spesking Ireland. For fear the
opportunity should be lost, I should like to make through
your columms & strong appeal to all your readers to co-operate
with a renewed and greecter enthusissm with us who are trying,

almost despeiringly, to save the goul of the nation from ex-

Lmcle on
. We are not uneware of the causes that heve led it

F
to the verge of extinction. The century-long campeign of sup-

pression which hes almost succeeded in effegcing the last vestiges

of our distinet nationsl culture, hss moreover insgtilled a falase

senge of shame and an srstificial restraint in those who gtill
retain by force of nature the fine gpeech of their ancestors.

We should have thought, however, that now that every encourage-

ment and facility is given to learn and speak the dear old tongue,

we shguld have availed gurselves of she opportunity offered, end




a rvesgtion would have set in against the system under which
we have groaned so long. Tha Government, to which we are
acoustomed to attribute unthidgingly every ill under the pun,
no longer stands in the way; in faect, 1t has mede us geveral
important , if gmdging, concessions. The clergy, @8 & whole,

are favoursble. TIrish ig ineluded in the curriculum of every
Roman Cetholie Secondary School in the country, and it 1is
taucght in nearly half the National Schools. What, then,
prevents the return of the Netional langusge to the old =nd
proper position which 1% should oceupy — that of being the
gpoken language of Ireland? There can be only one EBnswer.
Qur people themselves are guilty of & crime to Ireland and to |

posterity, of which they do notrealise the seriousness. That

ig the plain fasect. The Irish-speaking parent who habitually

to spesk
neglects his native languege to his child 1g doing &+ deadly

injury to his native land, though he m&y regard himgelf &8s &

patriotic Irighman, and aing s Netion Once Again®™ with enthn-

giagm at Home Rule Meetings. Ireland is fast losing her
individuality, just as Switzerland is, because her sons nhave

partered their birthright for temporary expediency. What

| muet be the fate of Irelend in another few decades, 1f the

pragent apathy of the mags of our people 18 allowed to continue?

We shell be a nation without & soul, becaugse we nave lost the




only medium through which an Irishman c¢an adegquately express
the thoughts which are gurging in his gsoul. The present time
is eritical. Irelend is in the melting pot, and it is for us
- to gsee whether she camrge from it in the full stenggh snd
vigour of the Ireland we have known and loved, to take her
place in the family of nations, or as & tottering, lifeless
wreck to perigh irrevocably in the inevitable loas of her
gpirituality and her intellectuality. Let us choose before
it is too late. The curse of unborn generations will be upon
ug if we fail in our task of handing down to them the culture
whieh we possess.

Yours faithfully,

PERCY USSHER,

Cappagh.
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GARDEN FETB AT CAPPACH t

On Sunday lasst a delightful garden fete was held at
Cappagh under the auspices of The Joint Associations of the
United Irish Women of Cappagh and Cappoquin. Cappagh House
and grounds were kindly placed at the disposal of the Tk, 4
by Mr and Mrs B.G. Ussher, and all who had the pleagsure of i
being present are highly gratefud to them for thelr kindness
and generosity. The fete was moat enjoysble, and the lange
» attendance from Dungarvan, Cappagh, Ceppoquin and the surrouanding
districts went home hoping that e're lgpng such a pleagant after-
noon would be theimsagain. We may mention that the proceeds
of the fete are to be devoted to eid the Cappagh Show to be held
on July 13th. The principal attraoctions were vigiting the
garden, rowing on the lake, dancing on & stage, ligtening to
the Plerrot Trouple from Cappoquin, and having excel lent re-
freghment in Cappagh House.
Mrg Ugsher waas the life and soul of the fete. She was
here esnd there, seeing that everybody wea enjoying themselves
and that all were happy. The fete was her own idea, &and it

was & huce success from every point, and especially from the
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point of view of the cooperation of all classes, which is
especially dear %o her heart. The fete wasa representative
of the magses as well as the classes. All did their ghabe
of the work and that is why it wes crowned with success. ir
only we eould have many such fetes around us how hapoy 1t
would be for the peasemtyy, end how much it would do to
relieve the dull monotony of every day life. There was
amugement simple, homely end instructive for all. It would
do ap & striking instance of the happy villege of Auburm,

a8 portrayed by Goldsmith. In the afternoon there ware
gports in the grounds, &% which competitors were plenty,

and which provided much merriment.

A visit to the we)ll) kept garden atCappagh would amply
repay the visitor. It contains every possible variety of
vegetable, flower and fruit, and was an education in itgelf
in everything that pertains to the table. Very many also
peid a visit to the Giant's Rock, so delightfully situated
on the top of the hill and commanding & wonderful posltion
overlooking the country for miles around. Cappagh House
and demesne, too, were the objects of much interest, and
on & future occasion we will give our impressions of them.
We here beg to congratulate the 1adies in charge of the re-
Preghment depsrtment for the capable way in which they

eatered for all and for the excellence of their repapt.
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Ag a8ll concerned worked eagerly and energetically, we deem

it would be invidious to single out anybody for special men-
tion. The ccoperation of all interested accounted for the
great guccess achieved, and Mrs Ugsher, while the reciplent
of hearty congratusations from all, must feel elated at such
a rewerd for her efforts. The United Irish Women of Ceppagh
have done much good work during their brief existence, but

we think thet the displsy of lest Sunday was such &8 to place
them on the pimmacle of fame in all that goes to meke for the

betterment of the community and the enjoyment of life,

CAPPAGH S HOW

Cappagh Show, under t he suspices of the United Irish
Women, wes held at the Hall on Thursday, snd in every res-
pect wes an ungualified success. It was the second annual
ghow, end embraced gections for butter, poultry, vegetables,
frult, cskes, needlework, ete. In all clagses the entries
were large, showing the popularity of the show and the deep
interest taken in it by the general mess of the people. The

quality of the exhibits was well up %o t he standsrd, and,

- .

competition being very keen, only the begt hed the glightest

chance of the
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the local branch of the United Irish Women hes done sn enormous
amount of good. Whether by supplying smusement to vary the
dull monotony of every day life, or interesting the people in

¢ 3 all that goes to make life happy, its objects have been most

conmendable . But in initiating sn industrisl and horticultural
show, it has succeeded in creating still further interest in all
that the people take a deep interest in, and at the gpame time
shows them how to make the very most of the advantages they heave.
So great has been the development along the path of advancement
in industrial and horticultural apheres 1in e area covered by
Cappagh Show, that eny peragon having geen the exhibits at
Thursday's display would admit they would take some Deal ing |
at any similar and many more pretentious exhibitions.

Takenall round, it was & dsy of instruction for all visitors,
coupled with plessure, and the Cappagh United Irish Women well
degerved the praise extended to them on all sides for the good
work they are doing %o brightan the homeg ond pcke ple cgant the
gonditions of living. The various stewards dlgcharged thelr
duties axcellently, and the judges gave perfect sat lsfsction

in the awards.
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APRENDIX IV , (Added in later by D.F.Buxton)

(‘Eu fuge 5)

The following is an extract from an a®ticle in the
Cooperative Review (April, 1936) on "Irish Cooperation
in 1935", by C.C.Riddall. After enumersting she Co-
operative Socleties all over Ireland, the article pro-
ceads:

" Mrg Beverley Usaherx

Specisl notice mugt be taken of the Finisk Society
mentioned above. Thig little gociety is situated in a
purely rural district of the Co.Waterford. Its existence
(from 1918) end its survival of misfortune are due entirely
to the ingpiration given snd the noble example of co-
operative faith, leadership, and undaunted ecourage sed by
the late Mrg Beverley Ussher, who passed away last year.
Her continuoug work for the society day after day throughout
the whole period, earried om under the handieap of chronie
111-haalth, was beyond praise. Hey death was a bereavement
not only to the soeiety but to the Irigh Cooperative Movement.
Her personality radieted an influence to 1its members, which
wag fort hem personally and for their societlies a source of
strength, encouragement, and hope in times of trouble, and
an urge to greater e ffort in the cause of Co—operation in

jts widest senge, scause for which sghe worked with unremitting




25

end persistent unfelfighness. Her many talents, breadth
of vision, large heartedness, end wide idealism and devotion
to duty, all balanced by & keen sense of humour, made of her
a unique and companionable pioneer in the co-operative cause.
It is fitting to conclude 'this reference to the Irish
societies here withia motto which I have agked Irish co-
operators to adopt for the year 1936, because of its appro-
priatenegs %o the fine quality of charseter with which the
late Mrs Ussher compelled e gteem, Won friends, and succeeded

where many would have failed: “Character counts more than

Capital®.
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THE IRISH STATESMAN April 24, 1920.
COMMUNICATION - A BARRACK BURNING,

A eorrespondent (B.U.) sends us the following:

I want So tell you about our first experience of "fimm
government" in & guiet, remote Southern distriet of which the
police barracks lie on & gread hizh road flenked by places
poeeupied by concentration forces of the R,I1.C., but where no
policemsn dare venture from behind send-bags alfter 10 p.my
yét further away is a strong militsry centre, close %0 which
berracks have recently been fired during morning church hours.
In the opposite direction, still further sway, is our gounty
gapital, where minor election riots had prompted an old lady
of our neighbourhood to exclaim: "Tet them all kill eath
other, s0 long as they spare the poor dear police"!. Such
intensgity of feeling is clearly exceptional; nevertheless,
she rvemoval of t he loeal force had been accompanied by gloomy
forecagts, made by all classes allke, of unchecked small
trespssses to come. The constables cried, and were guved
with tesrs. The old s ergeant continued to make mechanical

motions towerds his dayroom, uptil the lump in hig throat



reminded him that twelve years of command there had ended. + »
and not in a penaion. Whether beyond the age limit or no%,
he snd those like him are compelled to continue hazardous
gervdce; and he left, in his turn, for & concentratlon

force meny miles away. His wife, unable to find another
roof, remsined slone with a cripple c¢hild who could not walk.
At Baster her son returned from school, and, almost slmulsan-
eously, her husband, who had been promoted, raceived a
threatening letter, bidding him prepare for d eath. Agony
about him removed her own too likely peril from her mind.

The County Inspector ealled on her and learnt, for the firat
%ime, of the universal belief that detatchments from the

Army of Cceupation were to be sent %o gll the empty barracks
¢hroughout the country. "That explains much®, he saild.

He proceeded to carry out the object of his visit, which was
to warn hey (which he did nithregicgned and hﬂlpiesa fetaliam)
of her danger. So many other wives had Deen rendered housge-
less, and yet she found it hard to believe the same would
happen to heraself! It 8ll seemed so remote from life, 80
gontrary to resson and long experience. The Inspector in-
gtructed her to do just what the raiders would ask. "They
may be a very decent dot!"™ Dazed, sghe packed her clothes

and china, But helpful and regpected - even loved - as she



Sixak hed always been, why should her home be burned?

gent the cart away whieh we sent for her things.
So, impotent, I prepared quarters for refugees.
At 1 a.,m the gillence vibrated, and could be heard.
Then the .eripple screamed at the door. There had been no
gound of car or cart. Four magiked men had crept along the
cottage garden attached to the barrack, and had demended
ingtant admisasion. "Don't frighten me now", said thebrave
vwoman. "We won't frighten you at all", was the reply, "but .
you muat leave it in ten minutes”. "Make it twenty". "Vary
well, so, only be gquick end don't let that light be seen”,
"Will yoa kelp me to carry the things out?" "After you are |

gone", said the big fellow, with mesked face averted. Where

do you want (!) to go now?" "To that biz house beyond the
trees”. "Good! we will see you there safe." She get out

with & silent escort of two. One of them #Wheeled the pram,

but zhé eripple eried so pitifully her mother had to carry

the heavy burden. Her gpirited boy argued: "What good would
it do them to burn the house?" They replied they were gorry,
but they "had to do it". She heard the order given in decisive
accents: "Now men, fall in", end ghe heard the oxderly tramp
of over & dozen pair of feet into the barracks. Our door was
aickly reached. "Was there anything more they could do for

her?" “Only spere my things", she replied, "and spare my



homs., I have apent manﬁhappf days in it*. "Spare your

things we will", wagthe reply, "but gpare the house we cannot,

we neve atrict orders to destroy it utterly". "I have gpent
many happy days in it", replidd the poor woman. The petort
was gruff, "Happy days is over. And now, none of you come
out of here for three hourg". The escort picketed near our
aghpit, and gounded a long whistle.

Again that vibrating silence could be heard. We felt

the presence of & surrounding guerd, and we could see the oec-

eagional gleam of & match, lighting & cigarette, in shrubberies

far and near. Wa watiched and were watched. "They ware
¢arrying in your straw rick as kindling", said the s ergeant's
wife to the helpless and distracted owner of house property,
"D'll go and prevent them!", he gaid, sutomatically. A
whistle instantly sounded undeyr the window. . Automatically
we blew out our candle.

How ®lowly the three hours passged! The eripple slept
and the starsg twinkled. Then balls of flame danced gkyward

over the trees. The sergeent's wife sald something vexy

unexpected, and which illustrates typicael invesion psychology:

"Why did we leave two loaves behind!". she axclaimed. "They
would have been so ugeful!"
Nature relieves ug with a8 dull inhibition to scoth

our griefas. The unfocussed mind ceapes to grasp & great



oslamity. Watching impsssive from that window, who would
have guegsed heyr "happy days®™ were over?  Presently, however,
gomething subconscious seemed to suggest itgelf concerming i
her heavier furninura,.which it would have been difficult
to "throw out®™ in & hurry. "The fire 1s brigher now", she
gald, without = trace of emotion. It has reached our gquarter.
There is nomore to burn in it!®

Meanwhile, in the cottage, which ghared & gingle dividing
wall with the berracks, six terrified children with thelr
pavents send the lodger (a gtorekeeper) weve penned in. They
were told they would be wammed of danger, and %o mind themselves .|
They heard crash after crash nexs door. The lodger put his
head throuch the skylight in the roof and expostulated., "How

ould they mind themselves ifthey were not a&llowed %o 8&ir

Q

out?" The reply was an enguiry if he had any paraffin to
gall? A ladder had been brought from itsg place in our

farmyard, the upper windows ofthe barracks haodbeen broken
to let iIn alr. Stnirg had been destroyed, fdoors pped up,

There was no uncsrteinty ee o
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method, no eonfumion as To funetion. hree hours over,

she gxpert incendiaries lefs in & car which srrived punctually

to fetch them, and proceeded % firesnother berracks five miles
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of anothar cottage juat acrusﬂ#hf road awake, but they, in
their tumm, were penned in. At 5.30 the storekeeper braved
the armed pickets, but waswearned home &gein by whiastles.
The cosgt wag not cleareditill all chance of &g;(inguiahing
the fire had vanished. The gergeant sprrived at noon to find
only four blackensed walls remaining of his home, whilst &
little heep of easily rémovesble fumniture beside them testi-
fied to half-realised good intentionsg. "Better so", he said,
"than & gllitary occupation"!

When she zift of orgenisation and the efficient will
once gzet turned to building up instead of palling down, what a

gountry we even yet mey have!l Here lies the hope of spring

in the midat of wintez,

*“Oh brother burn thy bolater
Cast thy pillowslips away!

Sleep upon & modeast Hholater
Or a little wisp of hay!"

But they got very tired of doing this, and the new

925 never ceased com-

Superintendent of Civie Guards in 19:
plaining to the Board of Works about the sccommodation
of the new pollice (appointed, many of them, in recognition

y# having destroyed the old!l)




I have come across & diary of this week.

Sl\
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June 26, 20. Cur tenant at the Roek informed that if he took

June

June

June

Junse

July

July

certain land from us he would suffer seccordingly. All
the instruments of the band in Ballinemesls myster-
iously broken up the same day.

27. General Iucas kidnapped near Fermoy.

28. Ryan had to be ghouldered out of the ghop on &account
of his threats. The Gardiners fled to us from Ligmore.

29, Dancing stege fired in Agligh. Meggage from Beard
of Guardians to tell Boop. 1t will be picketted 1f
attemptes are made To deal with HQH—TI‘EHHE?'DI"E workers,
end burnt. (The Agricultural ILsbourer's Union was
ineluded in the Transport Workers' Union).

We got the threstening letter.

%0th. Sent Madonna to FPather Gleegson (It hangs in Balline-
meala Chapel). Packed up the gilver.

1. Father Hennelry got the other Madonna for Modeligo.

L. Visitors 8t 3 a.m. All valuables taken to the bank.
The Show See¢. got an snonymous letter forbidding the
holding of Cappagh Show. Our first guard arrives.

2 Deputation of Commiitiee anent threat to show. We de-

(=]

termine to persevere with it.



July 3. Volunteers vigit Dromana and promise 1% ghall Dbe

,“raapacﬁed. 3rd guard.

July 4. " B. wemt to Aseizés as High Sheriff, and we wondered if

he would resurn alive. Quite a sgtirring week in metters

large and small, bub only a gample, alag! of the times.




by T [ - 51) >

It was during this winter, 1920-2l, that the younger
elefgy and missioners exhorted young men to "join up® (in the
I.R.A.,)thersdy laying the foundation of all the went of

and oconfidence which we have lived So see.

"If your sons are oub

agk what they sare doing"

1 TR Ll p
LHe notie QooOLs, Ol

dren) which 1 found when

raves on Sali fs (2) plain

the black Horth Sea
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died by Pearse's aide

da Valera true
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Beath es & trifle
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affective School Managers.

"Grand Hational Song" sbout our

.

1ty to avenge Gthe d esa




In 1985, when I was listening at & Cappagh Concert %o

heroie lays of yet older days (The Felona of our pland ,etc 81

I remarked %o the Schoolmaster what anclent e

= . = , P — A
geened of another world “"Bchoes indeed", he rveplied,

“they would make you feel bitter if they made you feel any-

g N
thing".
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PEACE WITH IRELAND MOVEMENT

At the invitation of the Executive Committee of the
Peace with Ireland Council, Lieutenant Genersl Sir Henry
Lawgon, who recently visited Ireland on behalf of the
Council, and reported uponthe situation, has sgreed %o
re-vigit Ireland in order to keep the Council informed
of evenss in that country. ILady (Mark) Sykes has also
eccepted the invitation of the Peace with Ireland Council |
to visit Ireland, and act there as their representative,
together with Sir Henry Lawson. Both are now in Ireland.

The Council is composed of memberg of all political
gerties and creeds, who are animaeted by the desire %o create a
peaceful atmosphere between England and Ireland. Sir Henry
Lawson esnd Lady Sykes, by getting into touch with all shades
of opinion in Ireland, will endeavour to forward this cause
to keep the Council informed of the astete of affairs in

Ireland.

These people helped me to orgenise meetings end were very kind.
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The farmﬂra were asked to give 20/- with board.
Simltaneously, in the richer eounty of Wexford, the demand
wasg for 15/-, showing that wages ﬁare not conslidered relatively
to economic conditions, but merely in relation to the political
possibility of making an upset. The original demand was nod
even condeded in every ultimate pettlement, dbut it was pretended

that the gtatusg qug had been the objective all along as below:

Preags LISHMORE TRIKE TLED

Our Lismore correspondent writes:
The strike whieh wes in progress &t Ligmore for
the past 17 days hes been amicably settled on terms most fa-
vourable to the workers. All the workers of the Duke of
Devonshire at Lismore Castle were involved, ineluding the
agricultural workers on the farm, the garden and yard hends,
the foresdry section, and the fighermen, who came out in
gympathy . The Devonshire Armg Hotel, which is the property
of His Grace, wag shut down for the past tEﬂ?ujB and the red
flag hoisgted outside. The dispute arose over 5/~ weekly,
which wes dedueted from the 30/- wege the men were in receipt

and this cut csme into force on 1l5th Hay. This, of course,

not affect the tradesmen in the employment, but who eame




out also in sympethy with the men. Mr.BE.W.Becher, agent of

the Duke, has agreed to sign the agreement to May 1923, and
allow the standard rate of waBes, viz., 30/- weekly, from
I-; 15¢h Msy, 1922, He slgo agreed to psy half wages to the men
while on strike, and further asgreed to allow yardmen, forestxy
men and garden hends to be clagsified ss agriocultural workers.
The red fleg hag been removed from outglde the Devonshire Arms
Hotel, and businegs will be resumed as ugual today. The
greatest satisfaction is expressed locelly at the gettlement, t

and Mr.,R. Ward, Secretary, I.T. and G.W.U,, is to de congratu-

lated on the result.
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iolent measurea had ate attenp
on life itgelf.

t In Eagt Tipperary and Waterford County area thrae
candidateg were nominated. The home of Dr.0'Byme was vislted
n seversl nights durinz the week, and threats were made as %o
certain hs; nings unless he withdraw his candidature. Mr.

| Fitzeerald's home was visited on glx ocoasions by srmed men,
and on two of these occasions shots were Tired &b his hHouse.
On Sunday night a notice was nogted on his door to the effect
thet he would be sh lead, and his Temily lefs homeless,

y anléss he withdrew his candidature, and made an announcement
to that ect In tha 1blic Prags. My, Fitzgerald, by the

WEY

Yfpwiex X faﬂ fage rohn

Tha fate meted out to Indevendent Candideges becnuse thay

etaed by

been adopted and delibe

/;f

the Pact (on she Rep. side).

June 17th, 1922.

At =& meeting of the National Executive, Mr. R.A. Butler
presiding, a strong protest waes mede al net the intimidatory
meagures adopted againgt certain of the candidetes contegting

the election in the fermers' intereats. In gome cased even

TH

ta made

yung cehildran.




o

On Monday night of lagt week, the home of lir.GodIrey

J. Green, Rathgomwmic, was attacked by armed men. Mr.Gresne was

not in s position to make a statement regarding the mattser, but
the following facts wera gleaned otherwise . The attack com-
mencad at 1 o'elock, and continued for two and & half hours.
Reinforcements arrived for the attackers, and two machine guns
were brought into play.

After four hours' fight, Mr, Greens lay wounded
in five plaeesn. His shoulder was torn with a'bullet, his left

arm pierced throuzh in two places, his right ghoulder tern and

hig left aide pierced. When Mr. Greene lay wounded and exhsusted
from losa of blood, the attacikers entered throurh the kitohen

and took Ll;"uﬁ; 5o A motor. From the information whlceh ecan

18 sacured ., it eara that the attackers numbered between 60

; cape Sthe epecapes made muat De

asongidered miraculous. One bullet smasghaed & founssln pen

which wsaa in Mr.Greene's left vest pocket over his heartd, :1langed

18

=3

off it snd asgain'glenced off & rih, and tore hls slde.

bullet which pegsed through hias head expoged an artery, and

had 16 gone ‘one-simteanth of ‘ean dinch lower, he could

1ivad four minutea. In the house &t the time tthera




—, 1. ) indication of
Hundreds off shots were fired into every room, and an an ,

o 1

intensity of Piping, it may be gamid that there wers over

£ ~
aontined to bed,; but hoves

zreateat poassible indignstion

Kilkenny, was atteacked in

1s M orey, although actually unarmed, refusad to

J)

gurpendey nd ef'ter an hour his astiackers withdrew.

hese words were prompted by police murders 1n India at

the hends of Ghandi’ "Volunteers".

I have felt just like Sir W, Marris, the Governor of the
United Provinees, who uttered them.

vgeedg lie dormant in the grouwnd for hundrede of years",

they

"and then, given the suitcble condltions,

ongibility 1s theirs vho




THE BOLSHEVIK CRY

The following resolution was unanimougly adopt ed

at & meeting of the National Executive of the Irish Farmera!
Union yesterday:
"Phat the lHational Executive of the Irisgh Farmers'
Union hesrtily approve of the gallant stand made by the
farmerg of Eagt Waterford in - ight againgt the Bolghevik
campeign waged against occupying ownership of ¥and under the
guise of a ferm wages dlspute,
"That we consider they are entitled
vwho stends fox
ial conditions of e . 1 ptate.
attenpt to e atshlish & "Workers'
Republic in Ireland , aiming in *‘ g words o e Labour
June 9tl 12, at the abolition of

ly in the workers' state,

she wWorkers in town and country' would De

My M ,0'Brien, Hon.Sec. Grange

Ind
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U

lay's "Iwish Independen ag
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PIOCK AND PRINCIPIE

Irigh farmers have had to fight very severe baltles
13

.
j -]
s
Ly |

ections in recent years, but sll the portents now
peen %o indicate that matters are epproaching a definite

¢riais. What the outcome of the sghiruggle will be we ¢annot

- 3 | — - = | TR . £ 5 _rTE A 1= A g
pay, but we Q0 INow TILOU L8 powsar Lo win lieg with%ths Tarmer,
= B . * P ; 2T il ] T I e
Aario TR= b L vt COTLLLL ;_'L."-:_'-I,-_, L) 1'e L:r«_}:'L-_. 'I_._n :JJ_..'au rial=] ll._J.-..L e I-ir;.”‘-

wag & little moye evidenk.

It is natursl %o expect, perhaps,that wherae & revolublion

hag been in process of development, many ol the moral issuesa

ghounld Dsgome CLOULBLL.
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holding up supplies,




realige the big dsgsues involved in gome diputes, and meke

individual concessions withomtcounting the cogt in pregtige

L2 S

oxr principls. But the regoluta action of those who refusge %o

idated by courses which t hey congid improper 1g &t

-

izn in what might otherwise be congidered

-+
C-_‘.:l Power of'ten brought u

rigk of hig 1life
ne day
door atieps. Joln slowly produced
and oppened it ina most ledisurely way. f there's any
Bbout it", ha declared, "I'1ll rip ye 1 the trovns of

gds tip the goles of your fee I'he plckets fledl
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An 0ld beggar who tramped throuzh the Western Counties

downto the South, declared Iigmore Riyer Bridge was the firgt

he had found intact.

Vide
Prega. DESTRUCT TON TO DATE.

The demsze on the G.S. and W.R. ginge June 28t%h, ingluded:

123 Underbridges destroyed or damaged
29 Overbridges do
245 capes of Permanent Way torn up.
19 Signal Cabina burnt
24 gages of signal inatruments damaged
buildings bumt

engines or trains derailed
The line from Buttevant %o Ennis is now clear. A regular
gaervice is being maintained between Limerick and Ligtowel and
Wexford South to Rosslare section is also right fox traffio.
=he M.G.W.R, the wirea wexs out near Ballymoe station.

ain was pikloted throush. The ip méming train

owing %o thegutt ing of wirea

Sept .2,192=.
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by Coulter on pages Eresr




Thst Trish Labour is stronzly Commmigtic in tendency

ig a mere truism. We commend %o our recders a perusal of

she very interesting article on the labour disgpute in Co.

cularly that organiged farmers
partigan aceount,

facte are mlscon-

becange it shows whal

bour rales. We belisve that few men

consclence yyal garnction to the prastiece outlined

and we arve agqally convinced that

g Ccommon To L ne

~pactices are to be gtopped, the farmers muad

1 = 1 s Ty _ ¥
together and sct togethexr and Xeep together, in gpitie of

nees . To countenance of any sort, direct oY

submisslon to threat or dictation,or by hesitancy

yapproval mugt be given To P cedure which cennod

ned.

CO ,WATERFORD DISFUTE

a1ly Contributed)

o

it is only nature

of eventful happenings,

svogale as & country labour dispute may Dass

in remarkeble and

are ;'-3_:".'.' ever CEYLALN I




alarming features in the Co . .Waterford dispute which maokes

of unusual Interest %o all farmers. thegafﬂrﬂ propoas

g2ive a comnected narrative of events comnected with 1%.

guch occasiong it isnoteasy to write calmly and in'a judl-
eigl apirit, but I shall attempt to do so, and I will ask

-

your contemporary "The Voice of Labour" to challenge In 1%s

columng any ptatement that may be &t varliance with Tact.

Lagt year the Co.Waterford Farmers' Association made
an azreement with the I1.G,.T.W,U, This sgreepent exvpired on
the 15th ultimo. Its termsg are immateriel, but it is note-
worthy that in s falling market the farmers egreed %o kKeep
wages st the higheat pointithey thad reached since 1914. A
large number o armers, finding they could get men for less
wages, falled pay the rate and refused to renew thelr
subscriptions ¥ association, Bo sthat although several
new branchesg were ne the books showed & loss of 500 in

pald-up membershlp. Labour presumably wes sware Ifrom
hese breaches, butit failed to take sction,
that by doing so it would aggravate unem-
he winter and so weaken its renks. From
however, Labour repregented these breaches
who replied thaet the offending farmers

aandtion nor the gupport of the 2 yelilation.
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As perhaps was %o be expected under the c¢ircumgtances,
Lebour also failed to honour in many districts its side of |
the agreement. In fact, it goon became clear from the action
of bosh parties that the agreement falled in its purpose,
which wag to secure peace and goodwill in the country.

Ag the date for the expiration of the agreement approachad,

Labour pressed for & conferende, to d raw up & newsgreement.
The @Qovernment algo urged on the Farmers' Agscocimation the
advigabl 6f doing so. The issue wes debated geveral &imes,
at meetings of the Farmers' Executive, and
it was decided by an overwhelming mejoxrity
ing agreement had worked so badly on both
degirable to have any county agreement for
the ensuing at ig the present) year. 1t was furiher

agyreed thet individusels, branches, groups of branches - in fact,

anybody who liked - wag free To negotiate and agreein any Way

liked with Laboux.
This was the positlon wWhentheagreement axpired on the
5th ultimo. On thet day Leabour atarted its sctive campaign.,
It approached individual farmers, s#nd asked sthem tosizn in-
anagreenent idemtical with the previouas year's
being signed by the individusal,

ement, and whieh,

binding.

d




metlhods which phowed & complets disreguxrd of any morel owr

legal code. In addition to signing the sagreesment, every

farmer had to obtain from t he loceallabour secretary & permit

which he had to show the labour pickets on entesring & town,

and without which he wag prevented BY VIOLENCE from selling

hig produce or purchasing his requirements. Morecover, those

who failed to gign and obtain permits were not maerely picketed

in the towns, but they were picketedin their homes and prevented

for their wives and children the necesasries of

One member had hiswater supply cut off, but this wes

gubgequently reatiored.

However unlawful and illegal their action, one cannot help
admiring the audacity of the Labour leaders. Theyknew the
gtrongth (or weaknesg) of their oppenents, and they have achieved
no smell success. Th \rge méjority of the fawmers, taken
10 doubt by surprise, signed with indecent hagte. The story

TR
is told that in theDungammon district a crowd of permit-seekers
yaiting like the gueue outsglde = faghionable theatre for
opor Go open. "The Voice", sxnltant , Ta
7ith having succumbed tothe epidemic of "Pe rmititis".

2

0L

: . : L g
t hege men who s igned go hurriedly, with no Shought K the num-

{liation puffered, or the principle involved, and every thought




Tor the few shillonga the next moming's milk involved, are

now signed up legally for a year &t wages the industry <¢annot
poasibly afford to pay. These game men who dishonoured tha
county agreement, abandoned their union in tonsequence. Many
of them must now see that fear of their neighbours, and dis-
loyalty %o their Union, does not make life altogether & bed of
roses . However, they have made their bed for & year, and on
it they muat lie.

Yet the situsation is not withoutiits brighter side.
Carlyle has said (I forget the exact words) that =ll grest
gauges are made and saved by the few, and hampered by the
many . But for the undwmlying sacrificeg of the few, Ireland
would not be a Christian countryto-day. It is likewlse
the few who will save Ireland (4f ghe is to be saved at all)
from the scourge of Communigg and its attendant famine, In
the districts of Clsghmore, Grange and Ardmore, the farmers
came together, saw the real isusueg and msade gacrifices to
meet it. They organised counter-pickets, and theywen® in
a body end bought thelr reguirements. They have neifgher
gigned sgreementa nor begought permlits. They have restored
the gense of security necesasry for o he lawful and economie
purguit of indusiry; and they feel in their véimg today

glow that gomes Ifrom moral pride and self reaspect. They




Sk

arry their hesds aloft and look in the faces of friends and
enemiea alike. The men of Rathgormack made & good fight, Too,
thaeir position being further aggravated by the seisure of
Cleeves' factory, and their determined refusal to ald the
work of the Soviet.

Speaking broadly, the present position is that the large

majority of the farmers have bowed the kmee %o Bagl. Here
and thepe morve determined men gtill hold out, and will hold
out, whatever the consequences. These heve to beer the con-
centretied attacksg of the enemy, and in consequence their sa-
crifice and hardships are greater. Ussher, of Cappagh, and
Jameg McGrath, of Ballinameela, are ingplring examples. They
are yirtuslly beseiged in their house, and gtill they are un-
deunted. A fine herd of 37 dairy cows belonging %o Sir John
Kesne hes been brought under Soviet meanagement; the milk is
being sold or separated, end it will be surprising if the cows
do not suffer from the experience. Dromana and Lismore Cagtle
are algo holding ou%. In t his digtriect the demesne employers,

who employ many men they do not renlly want, veduced the

gtendard wages from 35/~ to Hﬁf—, offering at the same time

-

$o rvefer the matter To arbitration. hig was refuased out of
regard for the men Who hed gigned, most of whom defaulted on
lagt years agreement. It 1ig either the full cup of humilia-

tion or the consequences, and many prefer the consequencses.
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One last word of special concern to the small farmers.
Pernits arenow being exagted from asll farmers, whethey they
enploy labour or not. In Liswmore the other day, big end amell
alilke entering the town had to pey a toll based on the value
of the produce brought in. It was reported that one pergon
whose only business was igit the bank, had to pey 2/6d
before being allowed O DHBE Much
countr
a
ngeful object
pelf-geaking,
to-day;

the time.
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THE BELFAST DISO R

Editor of the Irish Times.

8ir,
A few deys &go yow were good enough %o publish & legter

of mine in which I pleaded Thal Southern Protestants should

take orzeniged end immediate gteps to dissociate themgelves

fyom the campaign of violance now taking place in Ulater in
the neme of “civil end religious liberty". Expressions of
approval whichhave gince appeared in the press - reinforced
by many private letters urging immediste organisation upon
the lines sugzested - mAke it @lear that the moment is oppor-
tune for actlon. Accordingly, it hes Deen decided o invite
Protestants of all denominations, who think guch sctlon may
helyp to alley gectarian bitteiness, to gend their names %o me
at the address at the Poot of hhig letler. In the meantime,
prelimiﬂ&r; arrangements &Ire being made by 8 gmall circle of
fpiendg — at whose suggestion this lettexr 18 written - %0
convene an immediste meeting in Dublin, &b which proposals
willbe mede fo? instant and appropriage act ion. The purpose
of the meeting, and any ateps which mey follow, will rightly
exclude all merely Party lssues, end, 1t 18 hardly necessary

to asy, 1t ig not intended that gondemat ion of viglance




ghonld be limited to that indulged in Dy eny part icular

gegtion.

Let me add that nething but the conviction that ingtant
-

agtion is necegasary to alﬂg pagsion and &vert aserious bleood-

ghed would induce me %o take the parsonal initiet ive in this
natter. Only & sense of imminent and terrible danger ,and
the hope that, perchance, something may be done to avert 1t
at the eleventh hour, would induce me %o suggest sction upon
personally distesteful denominational lines.
Yours etoc.

E.A., Agston
66, liddle Abbey Street,
Dublin.

March 24th, 1922.

offered %o houserefuggees, to the indigznat ion of
gome of our Protestant neighboura, wWho were content with

glgning srotests !l
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At @& meeting on Mapeh Z3rd, a motion, which would

the effeed of ending hostildsies, wos turned down by &

proposed by Ur.T . Barry, and wes

e o e

ve, further ammed

lona againgt the Govermment will no%

-5

independence of the countzry- .

To All Ranks,

From the

goldiers of Liberty - 3
TLesion of the Rearguard:

-
L
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Farther sacrifices on your pert would now be

L ILE

s;he struggle in arms unwise




national interest. Military victory must be allowed Go rest
for the moment with those who have degtroyed the Republic.
Other means must be souzht to safezuard the nation's right.

Do not let sorrow overwhelm you. Your efforts and the
gsacrifices of your dead comrades in thds forlorn hope will
gurely bear fruit. You heve gaved the nation's honour and kept

road to independence. Laying sside your arms now 1s
ag act of patriotism ss exalted end pure a&s your valour in
taking them up.

Seven years of intense efforts have exhesusted our people.
Their sacrifices end their sorrows have been many. If shey
have turned awsy and haeve not given you the active support
which slone could bring yowu viatory in this lest year, 1% is
because they are weary end need a rest. Give them & little time

and you wil yet see them redover and rally sgain %o the atandard.

11 then quickly discover who heve bean gelflegas and who

o

selfish - who have spokan Sruth and who falasehood. When they
are ready, you will be, and your place widl be once more, &s of
old, with the vanguard.
which you must now face unarmed, you will
worthy of men who were ready to give their
cause . The. ‘thought that you have ptill to
jevosion will lighten your Dpresent s0rrow,

lure will keep you in ecmmmion with your dead




1 thegse lives promlased;

comrades who gave their lives, and
or Ireland.
uard every one of yon and give to our country
7411 love hayr as desxly and

May God
weg of need sons wWho
devotedly &s you.

(gigned) Eamon de Valera.

gnemisa o0l
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Yide Presa.

A Republican policy has been formulated in & dooument
gigned "L,O0'M" and "L,M,," and eatributed to Liam O Maoillose
(Liam Mellowes).

"(2) The programme of Democratic Control (the soaisl
programme) adopted by Dail eoineident with Declaration of
Independence, January 1919, should be trenglated into mOme=:
thing derfinite. This 1s eppential if the grest body of the
workers are to be kept on ¢che @sitde of independence,

"HEADLINE",

"Phis does not require 8 change of outlook on &ha part
of republicans, OT ¢he sdoption of & revolutionsyy programme
as such. The headline is ghere in the declaration of 1919.
It 4is slresdy pert of the Republican policy. It should be
made olear whas i meant by 1. Would suggest, therefore,
that it be interpreted gomething like the following, which
appeared inthe "Workers' Republie” of July 22nd lagti-

"Under the Republlie all induatry will Dbe eontrolled
by the atate for she workers' and formers' benefit., All
¢ ranaport, rellweys, caflals, e%0, will be operated Dby the
gtate - the Republican State = for the benefit of the workers

and farmers. 4All banks will be operated by the gtate for

g¢he benefit of industxy and sgriculture, not for the pRrpose




of profit meking by loans, mortgeges, eto. That the lands
of the ayistocracy (who support the Free State and the Bris-
igh connection) will be seized snd divided smonget those

who een and will operate it for the nation's benefit,etc,
n n

"Regarding the last peragraph in sbove programme -
lend - it is well to note that the I.R.A., Exeoutive had
alrveady taken up the question of the demesnes and ranches,
and hed sdopted & scheme for thelr confiscation and distzi-
bution. This scheme wes mainly sthe work of P.JRs See
E.0'M,, Tomas O'Dearg, and P.J.R. about Shls.

"In view of the unprincipled attitude of the
Labour Party, and becsuse the landleas and homeless Irish
Republicen soldiers who fought ageinat Britain, it might
be well to publish this scheme in whole oy in pert, We
should certeinly keep Irish Lebour for t¢he Republie; 1%
will be possibly the biggest factor on our side. Anything
that would prevent Irish Labour becoming Imverielist and

regpectable, will help the Republie.

v LIGHT", "As & sidelight on Johnson, 0 'Brien, 0'Shan-

non, and Co., 1t will interest you to know that when they

aa.llad.!nn'p.a in shefour Courts leat May they ( particularly

Johnaon) remurkad. that no effort had been made by An Deil

to put its democratic programme into execution.
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"In our efforta now %o win back publie support to the
Rapublic, we are forced to recognise - whethar we 1like it
or not - that the commerdianl interests so-called - money
and the gombeenman - are on the gide of the Treaty, beccuse
the Treaty means Imperieslism end England,

"We are back to Yone - mnd it 1s juer op well - velying

on that great body, "thqmen of no property®. The "stake

in the countyy" peopls were mever with she Re -ublie. Thay
ere not with 1% now - and they will elways be agdingt 1% -
until it wingl! We should wecognise thas definisely now
and base our appeecls upon the understanding and needs of
those who have always bome Ireland's fizhe.

Published in Seps./22.
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"Cappoguin Soviet. lo live stock allowed in this f£ield.
By Ordex".

ﬁ£ IRISHE CITIZEN ARMY,

General Headquarters, Dublin.

lgt July, 1922,

s hat certein unauthorised
are at the present ! touring the country in she
the I.C.A,, and making an eifort %o orgenige the
of the Irish Transpo Jnion in its rants, we, the
of the I.C.A., have decided to warn you of having

with any of these individusls.
you are aware, the 1.0.A. wes Tormed in
by Jdames Larkin, James Connolly and thelr
defend the rights of the workers against Th
Ghe and for the ultimete sim of freeing
Imperialiem, and the workers
further evila of wagse slavary. The army haed ita
glorious rebellion of 1916. It sarned

tigm of fire in &he

for 4%¢ joug fight in that year. It stood
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agaliat
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ipnort. Never comrades,
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The army stands solid behind Larkin and againgt the

British Empire. The present Judagses thet welk about sheme-

laegsly in the pesitions that he made for them, and who never

gacrificed anything, or never fought for the workers, now went
to sell the workers into the Empire. 'hey ealled & astrike

rive

L=

withthe agalstence of the Irigh employers, in order %o
the genction of the Irish workers to the Free State, and
because the soldiers of the I.C.A, objeeted to this polliey,
and becsuse they protegted egeingt being used %o guard the
meeting in 0'Connell Stree they aoccudse us of having broken
« Conati . Three men on the Council then inpffic
vn initiative for
C.A, before they could be

congtituted themselves the I.C.A.,

for the constitution. We
Workers' Republie, without fear and
zoingho compromigse with the
Britigh Empire, or with an Irish Governmsnt that is baged on

Capitalism. We are going to sct inaccordance with our Con-

ptitv

X =awmatdnn Tith candigad labou but we are
ition, in co-operatlon With Oorganised ) 0

~0ing to eo-operate with lesde hetthave betrayed the

LT R~ - A &

bet peved the memory of the martyred Connolly, betrayed

= - Trasaty
Larkin, and N

with the DBrilitish Emplre We and aga Yy compromise




T

with the Irigh eapitalist ¢lasga.

Cur official organisers are going out carrying aigned
credensiels from the I.C.A, Couneil. They are the only men
authoriged to organise forthe I.C.A. . Comrades, rally to our
support, and uphold the revolutionary traditions #f the Irish
Warkerg. Get in toueh with our organisgers.

Are you going to support Lerkin and the men who fought
with Connolly, or are you going to give allegisnce to the
Byitigh Bmpire?

Forward with us, comrades, for Irelend and an Irish
Workers' Republic.

JOHN HANRATTY, 0.C.

RICHARD MeCORMACK, Ma jor.

ROBERT DE COBUR, Oavtain,
AIPRED G, NORGROVE, Quartermester.

compmnications

My, R, da Coeur
48, Lowaxy 8]
Dublin.
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Nolt ﬁ e (. Thig Citizen Army wes being orgenised around us, and

wes called "the third party". For & long time I could not

ol |

undergtand what this meant.




James Connolly oncegaid "If you remove the English

Army Somorrow, and hoist the green flag over Dublin Cagtle,

unlegs you setisbout the orgenisation of the Socislist Re-

publie your efforts would be in vain, England would srill

rale you . . . through her landloxda", eta.

I never understood the bitternegs ofthe old Unionst
gentry until Mildred Dobba once said to me that ghe d1d not
think this strike aslbad assthe menifestatdon of ill will
ghe had geen in Co.limerick in the 0ld Land League deys,
whenthey were surrounded by the descendants of Cromwell's
Ironsides.

Andyet when she galid this, the very childrenof our
were being sefito spy on us, &nd they would turn
1ittle round faceg if we passed, or stare 8t us
The children for whom I hdd organised parties

pany a Xmes peast! And who before and since have

always




Copy of Report sent to the Talbot Press (Pubdishers of
"The Trall of the Black and Tans" )by their local Agent,
at Cork. :

28th November, 1921.

About ten dayd ago, as alreedy reported, a squad

of new R,I.C0. entered every shop in Gar%;rdiaplaying

the new novel issued by The Talbot Prezs - "THE TRAIE
OF THE BLACK AND TANS" - and, taking offence apperently
at some reference to ﬁhamﬂalvas in it, ordered the
immediate removal from the window of all coples diaplayed
there; at the same time,they presented a list of co-called
objectionable peges, and used very objectionable language.

All the shopkeepers so accosted, but one - Lenihan's,
Oliver Plunkett Street — complied, for safety sake,
pointing out, however, that they did not publish the book,
or else saying that all books were the same to them in
busginess.

Lenihan's , not complying with the order, were
again subjected to-dimilar treatment, with a similar
result.

About four days ago — I being then in Clare or
Limerick - a member of the new R.I.C. entered Mras Len-

ihan's shop in an execited state, and demanded the imme-

diate removal of the book in his presence. She refused,




He rushed behind her counter to the window. 8She.

tried to prevent him, and demanded his name end emthority.
Getting more excited, he produced a revolver, pointed 1t
at her, tore out the book, opened 1t, flung it on the
floor, using loud talk, and rushed from the shop even-
tually. He waa, it appears, supposed to be on beat
duty at the time.

8he reported the matter to his Superior O0fficer,
and the local Liason Officer. The latter and the
R.I.0. District Inspector interviewed lirs Lenihan on
the following day, the upshot of the affair being that

the man received 10 days C.B.
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Cappagh, June 30th 1921.

EU. w i (tlr G hw maﬂﬁw‘ﬁf&ﬁﬂ,af"ﬂam,fo@{
wmlo to follow I'*?

¥
- <~~We have just findshed certing our hay, but along the

coast, not far away, our less fortunate neighbours are turning
their cattle in on the uncut meadows. They cannot sell their
beasts owing to an embargo caused for the whole of Ireland by
two cases of foot end moubh in Co.Wexford, and fairs and markets

being largely prohibited, coreates a further hold-up. Green
oats are also being used as well as hay to keep them going in

districts where grass hag been killed by the longz drought, and
farming prospects are dark indeed for the coming winter. There
will be renewed agrapian trouble in connection with rents, I'm
thinking, It's not likely we'll see ours though, thanks to
the Irish land system, the rent only represents half the value,
the rest having been paid in capit al sums when we scold last
year. It is sald there is a movement afoot not to pay the
Government the instalments on land purchases under the last
Land Act. If this is done there will be an attempt made no
doubt by the Government to confiscate the holdings - in favour
of ex-solfliers or police no doubt. Five lorry-loads of the
latter, plus s motor car-full, delivered the summons for the
grand jury here. I suppose there must have been 65 men en-

gaged in the transaction. Each carried & rifle and wore a




revolver strapped to the leg. The five who cama to the
door had tem-o-shanters on their heads and were covered

with dust; they presented a strange appearance, as if
floured all over. The limestone roads are thick with
white dust, owing to the long drought. They are cut across
with trenches and the bridges are broken, but the lorries
carry steel planks to get across with.

Shots rang out from our lodge gate while we sat ab
lunch the other day. They were directed after some unknown
man, who got sway across our turnip field, legving blood

behind him on the leaves of the plants, We were startled,

for we had not heard lorries approaching - they have silencers

on the wheels.

It is a peaceful summer within our 4 walls so far.
o show and no visitors. The fears which haunted us this
time last year are now common property, and can be read on
most faces. We look round our homes and wonder if they
will be gstanding tomorrow. Meanwhile the woods are purple
with foxgloves - never such flowers and never such sunshine.
The U.I. girls play badminton on our lavn tbwiee taweek and
boil & kettle for their tea in our bagement . Yestarday we
had a jumble sale in the Hall for a handful of old women
around - a erowd requires permits and many explenations. I¢

was A1 the better for those who came - they got great bargains
in the absenca of bidders. 7 _ . _ .
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